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RB 6 Acc DER: 


S the Tranflator of the following 


Treatifé had no other view in 


_ offering it to the Public, but to be of fome 


ufe to his Countrymen, fo he is willing to 
refer the merits of his performance to the 
judgment of the impartial reader. Not 


being of the faculty, and unacquainted with — 
' the terms and procefles of art, he is very 
fenfible that fome inaccuracies may have 


crept into minute defcriptions of difeafes, 
their fymptoms, and cure. But the ap- 
plaufe and admiration with which the 


original was read in France, for whofe . 


benefit and in whofe language it was firft 


publifhed, and the fuccefs which attends 
Ae the. 


To-the--R-E.A DE k, 

the proper ufe of the remedies it recom: 
rends, made him think that a tranflation 
of it would be an acceptable’ prefent to 
the Englifh reader, if the general mean- 
ing of the author could be rendered 
into our language. The fuccefs of the 
Tranflator’s endéavours to gain this effen- 
~ tial point, will anfwer every purpofe he 
had in view, if the work fhall prove of 
ufe to thofe who will give ae the 
trouble to perufe it, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


4% #% 1 is to chance alone we are in- 
gly “2% debted for the major part of the 
remedies, now fuccefsfully made 

ve ah ufe of in furgery and oa 
Nature often conceals from the 

learned thofe fecrets, which fhe afterwards 
pleafes to communicate to the ignorant or 
lefs attentive. ‘The difcovery of the peculiar 
qualities of bark and mercury was more the 
effect 


be oti 
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effect of chance than erudition. But though 
we are indebted to the former for the moft 
approved remedies, it is not from that alone 
we can ever learn the proper. application of 
them: this muft be the work of time, of 
difcernment, and. experience. For we-mäy 
venture to affirm, that the effects of medi- 
cine rather take their force from a proper 
judgment, than from any conftant and in- 
herent virtue of their own; and that it is the 
judicious timing and adapting the remedits, 
with which the art of furgery has by degfees 
been enriched (many of which perhaps had 
better be curtailed), that ought to be the prin- 
cipal ftudy of the faculty. Amongft the reft, 
no one, I think, deferves a higher rank than 
Lead: -Nay, I have reafon--to flatter myfelf, 


_ that when the reader has perufed the follow- 


ing Treatife, he will be inclined to think this 
metal one of the moft efficacious remédiés 
for the cure of moft difeafes which require 
the affiftance of furgery. 

It is true, that, for many years paf, its ge- 
neral virtues, as well as preparations, have 
been known; even fome difpenfatories partly 
defcribe the extract of Saturn ; but none give 
any account of the various modifications I 
make it undergo, and to which alone I attri- 
bute its furprizing fuccefs. _ : 

I by no means pretend to publifh this com- 
pofition of the extract as any new difcovery 
of my own: my only intent, in this Treatife, 
is to lay before the mafters of the art, and the 

| | Public, © 
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Public, the various forms (if I may fo fpeak) 

I have given this extract, and the particular 
cafes in which it has been fpecific, to the na 
{mall aftonifhment of the faculty. I willingly. 
refign to my predeceffors both the good for- 
tune and glory of having made the firft dif- 
covery, and think myfelf fufficiently recom- 
penfed in having been able fo far to modify 
this medicine, as to render it fuperior to any 
other made ufe of by the mafters of the art. 
Lefs prejudiced in favour of my own work, 
than inflamed with a defire of being ufeful to 
mankind, I fhall trouble my readers more 
with obfervations than arguments: was I to 
defer any longer making them public, I 
fhould have realon to reproach myfelf with 
robbing the community of an ineftimable 
treafure. 

It is a fubject of no fmall furprize to me, 
that, notwithftanding the many known and 
juftly-efteemed properties of Lead, the difufe 
_ of it fhould be fo great in the prefent age. 

What elogiums does Galen beftow on this 
metal, in his tenth book on fimple medicines ? 
How many celebrated writers, who flourifhed 
after this commentator of Hippocrates, have 
mentioned it with enthufiafm ? With what . 
particular marks of diftinétion have not the 
chymifts treated it? What can, poñibly, be 
more conclufive in its favour than John Be- 
guin’s own words, a famous chymift, who 
lived in the laft century? How much is the 
aife of this metal recommended by Pigrai, 
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Etmuller, Fabricius Ab Aqua Pendente, Gui 
de Chauliac, Lemeri, Sthal, Mr. Deidier, 
profeffor at Montpellier, and by a thoufand 
others, whofe authorities muft have great 
weight ? 

Encouraged by fo many reputable writers, 
but convinced {till more by my own expe- 
rience, I found, in the courfe of many years 
practice, that the extract of Saturn was much 
wanted in furgery. The many different 
forms I have given this medicine render it 
very proper for a variety of external com- 
plaints. I fhould with fome difficulty have 
advanced that it had fucceeded in fome internal 
ones, had not the cures been performed in the 

_prefence, and under the infpection, of many 
celebrated praétitioners, both in furgery and 
phyfc, at Montpellier ; ; an account of which 
I fhall give in the fequel. I am well con- 
winced “that, in general, the internal. ufe of 
Lead is condemned ; but may it not be de- © 
prived of its noxious ‘quality by certain pre- 

arations, and adminiftered in fmall dofes ? 
Does not Mr. Van Swieten (an author of 
great repute in the prefent age) give inter- 
A the corrofive fublimate with great fuc- 
cefs? But I will fay no more on this head, 
iy defign being only to fhew its good effets 
in external complaints. 
_ My own experience, conjointly with that of 
many of the faculty, gives a fanction to this 
remedy ; proving it at the fame time to be 
| infinitely fuperior to many in ufe. The fats 
are 
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fe indifputable ; the Public is well ac- 
quainted with them; and the military hofpi- 
tal at Montpellier for the venereal difeafe has 
afforded me fo many opportunities of making 
repeated experiments of this medicine, that 
the bare recital of the cures it has performed 
would furnifh matter for many volumes. 

I cannot conceal the fatisfaétion I have felt, 
in being eye-witnefs of the gradual progreis 
the @xtraét of Lead has made for fome years 
paft; the moft fkilful practitioners encourage 
its ufe; and even the miniftry give it their 
- fanétion. Mr. Imbert, chancellor of the uni- 
verfity, infpector-general of the hofpitals of 
Provence, Languedoc and Roufiillon, was 
commiflioned, by letters from the Marquis 
du Paulmy, fecretary at war, bearing date the 
27th of October, and the 8th of December, 
1756, and the 18th of January, 1757, to or- 
der various experiments to be made of this 
extract, in the hofpitals under his infpeétion. 
This minifter adds that, in the hofpitals where 
it was tried, it met with general approbation. 
Mr. Imbert never publifhed the fuccefs of his 
experiments ; but he affured me, that he had 
given the Court a very favourable account of 
them. 

Opportunities fo frequently offer of making 
ufe of the extra¢t-of Saturn, and the obfer- 
vations I have made prove it applicable, in 
its different forms, to fo many diforders, that 
I thought it incumbent on me to lay be- 
fore the Public the various modifications 
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it fhould undergo, according to the variety 
of cafes. 

1, The extract of Saturn, mixed with wa- 
ter, conftitutes a liquor, which I fhall call ve- 
geto-mineral: this is very proper to calm all 
torts of inflammations, and for the cure of all 
diforders of the fkin, viz. the itch, tetters, 
we. : 

This liquor may very well be fubftituted in 
the place of wine and brandy, (in every cafe ~ 
where thefe are generally ufed) as likewife in 
that of different embrocations, commonly 
preicribed for inflammations ; and more par- 
ticularly fuch as attend gun-fhot wounds : it 
is likewife very proper for contufions, bruifes, 
dprains, echymofes; for the healing of ulcers, 
whether fcrophulous, venereal, or cancerous, 
é&cc. In thefe cafes, and many others, it is to 
be applied either by injection, fomentation, or 
‘bath. We are not even afraid of afferting, 
that this liquor may be fuccefsfully ufed to 
top a gangrene. 

In fine, an uninterrupted feries of fuccefs 
(when made ufe of in external inflammations} 
has fufficiently proved, that it ought to be 
preferred to emollient decoétions, poultices, 
and many other remedies, generally pre- 
fcribed, which too often prove contrary to the 
nature of the difeafe. Of this I hope to con- 
vince my readers in the chapter on Inflam- 
mation. 

2. This extract of Saturn is the :bafis of a 
medicine, much hitherto wanted in furgery, 
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with which I have performed many cures : 
of thefe I publifhed an account in the year 
1746, and propofe taking notice of them 
again in the prefent edition. 
~ 3. The extract of Saturn, mixed up with 
oil of rofes, wax, and camphor, forms a po- 
matum of extraordinary virtue ; an account 
of which I fhall give in the fequel. | 

4 It is with this extract, wax, and cam- 
phor, I make a plaifter, which many years ex- 
perience has proved to be infallible in the 


. rheumatifm. | 


~ 


5. The extract of Saturn, mixed with 
foap*, may be very advantageoufly ufed in 
an anchylofis, or ftiffnefs of a joint, or for 
difperfing all vifcous humours, feated in the 
nervous involucra, or coverings of the tendons. 
16, ‘The refiduum of the extract of Saturn 


_ fs a very great difperfer: this experience has 


proved on many occafions. 

7. We frequently ufe poultices of bread 
‘and vegeto-mineral water for cold, fchirrhous, 
and fcrophulous tumours: by their means 
we not only fee thefe tumours difperfed, but 
very often abfceffes; though fuppurated in 
different places. Of this laft effeét many of 
the faculty have been eye-witneffes, not 
without fome degree of furprize. 

218,0 The extract of Saturn may be very 
propetly applied after lithotomy ; or many 
‘other operations in furgery. 


+ ™ The addition of foap.I owe to the Marechal of 
Richelieu. | | : 
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Here I cannot avoid making a reflectiony 
which feems proper to illuftrate the many. 
virtues which a conftant and fuccefsful prac- 
tice of many years has convinced me are to 
be found in Lead, and its different prepara- 
tions, The antients, who practifed more 
from their own obfervations and experience 
than we do, feldom left out fome preparation 
of Lead in their prefcriptions for external 
complaints. This the different difpenfatories 
fufciently prove. Mr. Faget, an eminent 
Paris furgeon, has found the tripharmacum 
to be almoft a fovereign remedy for many. 
chirurgical diforders.. Now it is wellknown . 
that this plaifter, which is defcribed word for 
word by Bauderon, and was, before him, 
mentioned by Mefnè, has litharge for its ba- 
fis, and to that owes its efficacy. . How. then 
will it be poffible for any one, confidering 
the general approbation this metal has met 
with for many years paît, not to find init a 
quality never hitherto difcovered in any 
other? In effect, where is a medicine to be 
found, whofe particles are at the fame time 
mild, ponderous, flexible, and, by my prepa- 
rations of it, fo fubdivided as to be capable of © 
being introduced into the moft minute vef 
{els ; whofe texture is fo fine, and whofe com- 
pactibility is fo great? I mean that of the 
nerves, tendons, aponeurofes, membranes, &«, 
preferving at the fame time their own activity 
on the blood and lymphatic veflels, reftoring 
inflamed parts, {welled and {chirrhous glands, 
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to their natural tone, removing obftruc- 
tions therein, and giving a proper circula- 
tion to the infpiffated' and ftagnated fluids. 
Can any one then refufe the extract of Sa- 
turn that difperfing and penetrating quali- 
ty, which daily experience proves to charac- 
terife it ? 
By what has been already advanced, the 
reader may perceive, that the different pre- 
parations of lead have always been held in 
great efteem. Is not then the prefent difufe 
of it very detrimental to fociety ? I have fome 
reafon to flatter myfelf, that for the time to 
come it will more frequently enter into me- 
dical prefcriptions, and that my own obferva- 
tions will have fome {mall fhare in giving it 
the pre-eminence it fo juftly deferves : ; and 
at the fame time encourage thofe to experi- 
ence its good effects, who before, from pre- 
judice, were deterred from its ule. 
_ Norare the fuperior powers of this medi- 
cine its only commendations ; the Public, as 
well as the royal hofpitals, I can venture to 
aflert, may reap great advantages from its low 
price ; greater, perhaps, than at firft may be 
imagined. An hofpital large enough to con- 
tain two hundred invalids, may be fupplied 
with this medicine, for fix months, at the 
eafy rate of one hundred livres, or about four 
pounds three fhillings and fix-pence ; and this 
without any danger of the fame being adul- 
terated, or otherwife employed, than for the 
ule of the faid hofpital. The fame can by no 
B 5 | means 


‘go À TREATISE ox DEAD. 


means be faid of wine, brandy, or many 
other ingredients ufed in medicine, and often 
purchated at a high price. 
_. I cannot help remarking. a ra advan- 
tage the Public may reap in making ufe of 
this medicine : ; I mean the eafy rate it may 
be conveyed at from one place to another: 
for with fome quarts of this extraét (the car- 
riage of which can never be very expenfive, 
though the hofpitals are at a great diftance) 
many hogfheads of the vegeto-mineral water 
may be made, 

_ This is the path I open to the practitioners 
in furgery for the cure of many diforders in- 
cident to their province :. I have no other view 
in my commendations of the different prepa- 
rations of lead, in the obfervations and re- 
fiections I have-already made or fhall make in 
this Freatife, than of being ufeful to the 
Hofpitals and the Public. À fatter myfelf 
that the world is in fome meafure indebted 
to me for publifhing this medicine; which, 
if concealed in my own breaft, might have 
turned out much more to my private emolu- 
ment. Let not Envy then endeavour totake 
from this extract the encormiums it fo juftly 
deferves : my ambition is to convince the 
world, thatthe only motive I had in making 
it public was a regard for my fellow- crea- ; 
tures. For my own part, I fhall think myfelf 
tuficiently recompenfed, if my, conftant 
application and uninterrupted obfervations 
contribute to the public welfare. 3 os 
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Codie Au Pye iF 


On external Inflammations ; and of the A&tion of 
the Extra& of Saturn on thefe Diforders. 


Pen inflammation of the external parts of 
the body is a very common difeafe, 
and may proceed from a thoufand different 
caufes ; fuch as a blow, a fall, a contufion, 
&c. from external accident : internally, from 
any local defect of the folids ; from the con- 
traction of the fmaller véhalee ; from their 
fpafn ; from their compreffion, conftriction, 
and obftruétion ; from the difficulty which the 
blood finds in pafting the extremity of the 
arteries ; from its too great quantity, thick- 
nefs, vifcidity, mixture with heterogeneous 
and virulent parts; or from any other alter- 
ation, whether fimple or combined, &c. 
This diforder attacks indifcriminately all 
the parts of the human frame which are com- 
pofed of fanguineous and lymphatic veffels. 
Thus. in regard to the external parts, no- 
thing is fo common as inflammations of the 
fkin, fat, glands, mufcles, membranes, ten- 
dons, aponeurofes, and of all the oreans 
which fall under the fenfes. 
The inflammatory ftate is often accompa- 
nied with very mild rea ; but, on the 
B 6 con- 
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contrary, frequently with violent ones. This 
‘difference in the violence of the fymptoms 
merits all the ‘attention of the practitioner, 
feeing it is principally upon that he ought to 
eftablith his prognoftic and plan of cure. 
What general diforder are not the principal 
economical and animal funétions thrown ins 
to by an inflammation of an aponeurofis, of - 
of a tendon? Nay, convulfions, faintings, 
even death itfelf, are but too often the fatal 
confequences. What is not to. be appre- 
hended from an inflammation which tends to 
a mortification ; efpecially if deeply lodged 
in the internal parts, or attacks a bad fubjeét ? 

‘Thefe confiderations and a thoufand others, 
of which it is not my intention to give a de- 
tailin this work, ought to make thefurgeon 
fenfible, how very neceflary it is for him to 
be weil acquainted with the remedies that 
are proper for the fubduing of inflammations. 

* Thefe very remedies are in every one’s 
hands, and the moft ignorant may blufh not 
to be acquainted with them. But do they 
deferve thofe praifes, and that degree of con- 
fidence, which is beftowed uponthem ? This 
is a queftion, which their effects alone can 
decide. 

Now it is very certain, and univerfally a ac- 
knowledged by men of fente, that the effect 
of the external applications u‘ually prefcribed 
for inflammations, often difappoint our ex- 
pectation. Sometimes they confift of olea- 
_ ginous and greafy fubftances, which ftuff up 
the 
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the pores of the inflamed part, and increafe 
the fymptoms by augmenting the volume of 
the ftagnated fluids: at other times they 
confift of emollient and mucilaginous parts, 
. which conveying a great quantity of moifture, 
very much relax the texture of the veffels, 
and difable them from getting clear of the 
redundancy of blood. Sometimes thefe ap- 
plications have powerful aftringent particles 
in their compolition, which repel the inflam- 
matory matter, and: throw it upon the or- 
gans neceffary for life : at other times thefe 
compofitions are very active and irritative, 
and contract the veffels fo powerfully, as to 
prevent them from recovering their tone; by 
which all motion in the inflamed part be- 
comes totally interrupted. No one need 
then be furprifed, after fuch applications, if 
all the fymptoms are increafed inftead of be- 
ing diminifhed. Nothing but blind preju- 
dice can conceal from us the inconveniencies 
and dangers attending the application of. 
them; and humanity itfelf is fufficient to 
deter us from the farther ufe of them, at 
leaft in moft cafes. | 

We conftantly avoid thefe different rocks, 
by making ufe of the extract of Saturn. A 
_-confiderable number of obfervations, made 
during my practice of thefe twenty years 
pat, have convinced me, that this medicine is 
the true ipecific for the treatment of all exter- 
nal inflammations: its effect is infallible, and 
often furpañles our expectations, by promo- 
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ting at fight the refolution of the moft vio- 
lent inflammations, and even fometimes af- 
ter they have fuppurated. The fact laft 
‘mentioned will appear cep tpt and per- 
haps incredible, to the mafters of the art: I 
myfelf with difficulty y fhould have been con- 
vinced of it, had not I frequently feen and 
demonttrated i it, efpecially in the Royal Hof- 
pital, where I “had frequently opportunities 
of treating thefe kinds of difeafes. — 

This remedy, then, has always fucceeded 
with me, at a time when the moft reputable 
applications have proved either ufelefs or 
pernicious ; but thofe will be lefs furprifed 
with its amazing effects, who maturely con: 
 fider its compofition, and its manner of ac- 
tion. 

The firft thing to be obferved in the ex- 
tract of Saturn, are the leaden particles fuf- 
pended in the liquid; which is the confe- 
quence of the ebullition of the litharge with 
the vinegar. Thefe particles are fo formed, 
as to be capable of entering the pores of the 
fkin, and the orifices of the fmalleft veffels : 
upon thefe they aét by their weight and vo- 
lume, and difperfe the humours which choak 
the inflamed veffels, augment their motion, | 
and bring them back to the courfe of 
circulation. This particular action of the 
particles of the lead is affifted by that of the 
liquid, which is its vehicle. ‘This liquid has 
not only the property of foftening and atte- 
nuating the vifcid humours which choak up 

the 
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the inflamed veffels, but likewife (notwith- 
ftanding the ebullition) increafing thé fpring 
of thefe veflels, without irritating them. 
The confequence of this is, a refolution of 
the inflamed part, a ceffation of the pain, and 
other inflammatory fymptoms: all this, I fay, 
is effected by the extraét of Saturn alone ; 
the efficacy of which, in thefe diforders, may 
be looked upon as a maxim in furgery. 

This metallic remedy aéts in the fame 
manner againft all obftructions in the lym- 
phatic veflels, cutaneous diforders, and fchir- 
thous tumours: this I hope to prove, in my 
obfervations. | 

From hence it appears of what import- 
ance it muft be, to change the opinion of 
- thofe who look upon the preparations of Lead 
to be dangerous: it is an erroneous preju- 
dice, which deferves the greateft attention 
from the practitioner. I do not defpair of : 
their thinking even as I do, if they will give 
themfelves the trouble of reading this work. 

I cannot too much exclaim againft the 
practice of thofe who employ emollient and 
relaxing fomentations in the treatment of 
external inflammations. It is true, thefe re- 
medies are often ftrongly recommended by 
_ practitioners, and many chirurgical writers ; 
but neither the one nor the other can deny 
that the ufe of thefe applications has been 
often followed by the moft fatal difafters. 

A furgeon, in fome degree of reputa- 
tion, who is a great partizan of emollient 

decoftions, 
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decoétions, confumed fo great a quantity of 
mallows and other emollient plants, in a cam- 
paign of three months only, that he exhauft- 
ed the whole country where the French army 
was encamped: the inconvenience which re- 
fulted from this, was a production of worms 
in almoft all the gun-fhot wounds, which he 
ought to have ftimulated and recalled to life, 
inftead of accelerating the mortification by 
emollients. This fact, which makes no apo- 
logy for emollient and relaxing medicines, was - 
attefted to me by many of the . profeffion, ‘who 
attended the army at that time. 

I cannot then diffemble my furprize at this 
error not being corrected; particularly as 
the art of fargery has been fo much im: 
proved of late years, and fo few of the faculty 
can poflibly be ignorant of the bad effect of 
emollients. How is it poffible to reconcile the 
action of thefe medicines with the idea every 
one muft form to himfelf of the nature of in- 
flammation ? Is it not, on the contrary, very 
certain that, by this kind of application, .we 
relax more and more the tumefied veffels ? 
that we render them by this means fufcepti- 
ble of a ftill greater diftenfion, and actually 
contribute to the evil terminations of inflam- 
matory diorders ? By their ufe the heat of 
fuppuration is augmented; a gangrene and 
corruption of the parts brought on ; and fel- 
dom, very feldom, is the tumour fé to dif- 
perle, which ought to be the principal aim 
of the practitioner, and which can often be 
| effected 
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effected. by this metallic remedy only. Of this 
many of the faculty are as well convinced as 
myfelf; and I make no doubt, but all thofe - 
who will give themfelves the trouble to read 
the obfervations which compofe great part 
of the prefent work, and apply them pro- 
perly, ‘will eafily’ admit that this remedy 
ought to be preferred to all others, in the 
treatment of an external inflammation, whe- 
ther it be recent or of a long ftanding, fimple 
or complicated, benign or malignant; in 
fhort, in all the circumitances in which i it can 
be confidered. 

I mutt now anticipate an objection, svbdel 
will undoubtedly be made to me; and that is, 
after having condemned ‘the ufe of emol- 
hients, I fill mix them up with my own re: 
medy.: But it is to be remarked, that a pro: 
per mixture is often very neceffary, which 
the moft fuccefsful experiments have fuffi- 
ciently proved: this fact, I believe, will be 
acknowledged by thofe who will read my ob- 
fervations. But, among emollients, the one 
I moftly prefer is the crumbs of bread ; for 
it only relaxes the part as far as is neceffary 
to facilitate the paflage of the particles of the 
Lead into the tumefied veffels, without par- 
taking of the bad qualities of oleaginous and 
-greafy medicines, which ought always to be 
laid afide in inflammatory cafes. 

Before we enter into a detail of the different 
fpecies of inflammation, in which my remedy 
3s applicable, I cannot Diet © ROGUE 
mini » loudly | 
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 Joudly againft the imputation of the repulfive 
. power that has been attributed to Lead and 
its preparations. I know how much the 
error has been propagated, and that it ‘has 
been fupported for ages by the moft refpect- 
able authorities; but truth has unlimited 
rights, which ought to have the preference 
to all authorities, efpecially in queftions that 
relate to facts, which experience alone can 
determine. Upon this principle, I will not 
{top at the crowd of chirurgical writers, who 
have attributed this repercuffive quality to 
Lead; but, among the reft, there is one 
whofe name alone may give weight to-the er- 
. ror, againft which I contend. ‘The author I 
_ {peak of is Mr. Quefnay, who, in his Treatife 
on Suppuration, has placed the preparations 
of Lead among the number of repelling me: 
dicines. He relates many obfervations, which 
an that litharge, white lead, &c. have 

een employed, with very good fuccefs, in 
different inflammations. Mr. Quefnay, in 
thefe cafes which he has: related, makes no 
doubt of their having acted by repercuffion’: 
but this can by no means be proved byvhis 
own cafes. For, firft, as he did not employ 
thefe remedies folely, but mixed them up with 
other compofitions, fo it does not follow-that 
‘the -—preparations of Lead have a repelling 
quality, from. the cure having been operated 
by repéreuflion. Again, who knows but the. 
prejudices of the gentlemen who made the ~ 
_oblervations quoted by Mr. Quefnay, me 
: 5 ave 
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‘have concealed from them the true manner in 

which the medicine ufually aéted, and have 
induced them to attribute to repercuffion ef- 
feéts which did not proceed from it ? But let 
that be as it will, I can proteft, upon the 
foundation of an experience that never de- 
ceived me, that the repelling power attri- 
buted to Lead and its preparations, is one of 
the greateft errors that have flipt into the 
practice of furgery, and one of thofe in which 
it behoves practitioners. moftly to be unde- 
ceived, 

Among the different inflammations that 
have fallen within my practice, that of the 
erifipelas, or St. Anthony’s fire, has been the 
moft frequent. This difeafe makes advances, 
which not only proceed from the caufe which 
produced it, and the part that is affected, 
but alfo from the remedies commonly made 
ufe of to fubdue it. 
_ Among erifipelatous inflammations, fuch 

as tend to aphlegmon, or gangrene, may be 
moft eafily diftinguifhed, being limited to a 
certain extent in the fkin: thefe require the 
greateft attention and expedition in the treat- 
ment, if we wifh to {creen the parts affected 
from the terrible danger which threatens 
them. 

Confirmed by the fuccefs which has often ] 
attended the ufe of my metallic remedy, I 
have applied it in every kind of erifipelas ; 
and my method has been followed by man 
other practitioners, who have been furpriz 
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at the celerity of its good effects; confeffing, 
that they had till then been miftaken; and 
blaming thofe who abftained, in fimilar cafes, 
from ufing this medicine, for fear of making 
the inflammatory matter flow back: into the 
mafs of blood. This fear, which the ene- 
mies of the extraét of Saturn induftrioufly 
propagated, gave them a pretence for not 
abandoning their old opinions, which are cer= 
tainly as chimerical as their reafonings on the 
actions. of emolliefits.. | 
Our remedy, which can no longer be de: 
nied a refolving quality, has this peculiar ad- 
vantage, That, if it does not always procure a 
difperfion of certain inflammations, which 1s 
feldom the cafe, it much diminifhes the heat 
of fuppurations, which is often to be dreaded 
above all, in fuch erifipelas’s as are produced 
by putrid caufes, as experience proves, and 
has been well remarked by Mr. Quefnay.  : 
Every one knows, that the termination of - 
fiery inflammations by refolution, is always 
moît defirable ; for, in fuch cafes, a fuppura- 
tion is often attended with fuch fatal fymp: 
toms, that a gangrene, which has always been 
confidered by practitioners as the moft dan- 
gerous iffue of inflammations, is often more 
tractable, than obftinate, bleeding ulcers, in- 
to which an erifipelas, that fuppurates, or- 
dinarily degenerates. : Now the medicine 
which we make ufe of in fubduing fiery tu- 
mours, conftantly favours a difperfion; and 
‘hus fcreens thofe, who are .afflicted with 
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fuch maladies, fromthe dangerous turns, which 
we have juft mentioned. 

But it would be reftraining the extract of 
Saturn to very narrow limits, if we confined 
its action to erifipelatous inflammations a- 
lone: it acts with no lefs efficacy. in phleg- 
monous ores, how. painful foever or violent 
in their fymptoms ;. in. boils in inflamma- 
tions attended with great heat; in whit- 
Joes; .in inflammations of the glands un- 
der and behind the ear, whether they are 
the fymptoms of a difeafe, or conftitute the 
difeafe itfelf; in quinfies; in ophthalmies ; 
in a word, in all external affections that 
partake more or lefs of the inflammatory 
ftate. : 

1. Red, painful tumours, attended with 
a puifation and burning heat, called phleg- 
‘mons, often put the” patient in imminent 
danger. Some of -thefe are feated in very 
fenfible parts, and accompanied with cruel 
pains, delirium, fharp fever,.and other alarm- 
ing fymptoms. Others principally attack the 
fat, and are followed by a fuppuration, which is 
not eafily removed. Others, again, are formed 
upon. certain delicate organs, and frem thence 
acquire a greater degree of malignancy ; as 
upon the globe of the eye, or its adjacent 
parts, &c. In general, thefe phlegmonous 
inflammations hurry to a period, generally 
terminate in fuppuration, fometimes in a hard 
tumour, and at other times in a mortification, 
7 he mafters of the art who have rte 
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the extract of Saturn for thefe complaints,. 
know how proper it is to calm the pains, to 
diffipate the inflammatory matter, to prevent 
an abundant fuppuration, in fine, to difperfe 
the infpiflated humours, and prevent their 
induration. 

2. Our application is not lefs fuccefsfali in 
malignant boils, deeply. feated' in the fat, 
and which often refift the ation of other 
medicines. The particles of lead, by their 
fupplenefs and tenuity, not only enter 
_ the little cells or glands which thefe boils 

attack, and attenuate the vifcous matter 
lodged therein, but alfo the little veffels 
which communicate moifture to thefe folli- 
culous and glandulous cavities, and give mo- 
tion to the infpiff fated blood which caufed the 
obftruction. 

3. Though I have had no opportunity of 
applying my remedy in Carbuncles, I make 
no doubt but it would be of great ufe in 
allaying the heat and acute pain which gene- 
rally attends them : its good effects in can- 
cerous tumours and others, which are cha- 
racterifed by a great acrimony and corroding 
quality in the humours, enable me to con- 
clude by analogy, that it may be of great 


ufe in the above-mentioned diforder. | | thal "4 


affiduoufly endeavour in the courfe of prac- 
tice to employ my extract for that-complaint, 

when an occafion offers. 
4. Without entering into a long detail on 
the fubject of inflammations which he 
€ 
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the extremity of the fingers, called the 
whitloe ; I will confine myfelf to obferve, that 
the greater or lefs violence of the heat, pain, 
and other fymptoms, an affemblage of which 
charatterifes the difeafe, depends entirely 
upon the different parts of the finger wherein 
they are feated. It is upon this variety that 
the divifion of the whitloe into different kinds 
is founded. The firft is confined to the fkin, 
and fat, and is the mildeft of all ; though 
fometimes indeed it happens, that by the in- 
flammation and fuppuration of the fat, which 
is found at the extremity of the fingers, we 
fee the patient run great rifks : for this in- 
flammation continuing on to their bafis, and 
paffing through different channels of the in- 
ternal part of the metacarpus, brings a con- 
fiderable tumour over the whole hand, which 
is penetrated in various direétions by the pu- 
rulent matter: it is principally in whitloes 
that are neglectéd or ill-treated, in which 
thefe fatal confequences are obferved. The 
fecond kind is feated in the nervous in- 
volucra belonging to the flexor mufcles 
of the fingers, and is attended with the 
moft cruel pains, which are communicated 
to the adjoining fingers, hand, and even 
the arm itfelf; the heat is fo great as to be- 
come fometimes infupportable: one may have 
feen patients tortured in this manner beg to 
have the finger cut off, not being able to 
bear the intenfe pain. To thefe fymptoms is 
joined a very fharp fever, and a pt: 
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other alarming circumftances, which ans 
nounce the general diforder of all the func- 
tions. Sometimes this fecond fpecies of 
whitloe terminates in fudden death, caufed 
by the violence of the inflammation, or, in 
a more lingering one, the effect of a fuppu- 
ration, penetrating in various directions along 
the hand, wrift, and arm, where it forms 
matter, and brings on a train of a thoufand 
mortal fymptoms. ‘The periofteum inflamed 
and fuppurated conftitutes the third kind of 
whitloe, in which the pains are very acute, 
and deeply feated. This is alfo attended 
with a violent fever, want of fleep, deli- 
rium, and many other fymptoms which are 
commonly produced by the fame caufe as in- 
tenfe pain; the patient often falls into faint- 
ing-fits, and.a caries of the bones is much 
to be apprehended from the third kind The 
whitloe, which is feated under the nail, 
often arifes from the puncture of a thorn, a 
needle, or any fharp-pointed body, which 
paffes between the nail and the flefh. The 
immobility of the joints, which too fre- 
quently. follows the fecond and third -fpe- 
cies of whitloe, proceeds from the deftruc- 
tion of the tendons and ligaments which tie 
the articulations together: this takes its rife 
from fuppuration, gangrene, and often from 
both. 

From what has been already faid, it is evi- 
dent how important it muft be to apply the 
‘moft expeditious and efficacious remedien to 
“i whit- 
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whitloes, both to calm the violence of the 
fymptoms, and prevent the dangerous confe- 
quences. I fhould be forry to recommend 
the extract of Saturn, as the only agent to 
which we’ may have recourfe in all thefe cafes 5 
but I can confidently affirm, that this appli- 
cation has generally proved fuccefsful in 
thefe inflammations, when the common ones 
have often been very detrimental.. I call to 
witnefs my colleoues, who are inclined to. 
fpeak truth; and demand of them, whether 
they have not found, by experience, that the 
emollient applications generally made ufe of 
in whitloes, fo far from procuring a refolu- 
tion, have not daily encreafed the heat and 
other fymptoms? ‘The fuccefs of our metal- 
lic remedy is infallible, if applied in the be- 
ginning of a whitloe, and before it has made 
a certain progrefs: I have even ufed it in 
the advanced ftages of that complaint, and 
performed the cure in a few days. 

5. The puncture of a tendon and aponeu- 
rofis deferves the greateft attention of the 
practitioner. It is almoft incredible how a 
folution of continuity fo flight, and often im- 
perceptible, fhould excite the | fharpeft fever ; 
occafion the moft violent inflammatory fymp- 
toms, and many other alarming accidents ; 
fuch, for example, as attend blood- letting, 
when the aponeurofis of the biceps has. been 
punctured, or any other injury which is of- 
tered to the tendinous and aponeurotic parts 
of our vec In all thefe circumftances, J 

Cc have 
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have feen the vegeto-mineral water, and poul- 
tices made of the faid water, perform won- 
ders : an eye-witnefs only could have given, 
credit to what I relate; and all, thefe cures. 
far exceed fuch as are performed by the 
common method of practice. 

6. Inflammatory tumours of the elands 
below the ear, frequently occur in practice : : 
they fometimes arife independent of any pre- 
ceding complaint, but ate often the confe- 
quences of putrid fevers, of which they are 
fometimes a crifis, and fometimes only a 
fymptom, but almoft always difpofed to be 
fchirrhous. How many times, by the ufe of 
improper applications to thefe glands, have 
we not feen the matter repelled upon the 
brain, lungs, or fome other internal organ, 
and produce mortal fymptoms ? The extract. 
of Saturn is: an excellent refource, and may 
. be made ufe of ether to difperfe thefe tu- 

mours, when poffible and expedient fo to 
do, orto diminifh the fuppuration, and make 
it more laudable. ‘The extract is. equally: 
iuccefsful againit inflammations of the max- 
illary glands, or thofe of the neck. 

7 Although I did not propofe mentioning 
internal inflammations in this work, yet I 

cannot overlook the quinfey ; a diforder which 
is well known to feize the external and inter- 
nal parts of the throat. The horrid confe. 
quences attending this inflammation, often — 
put the patient’s life in imminent danger. ~ 
The quiniey is fufceptible of the ufual termi- 
nations 
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nations of inflammatory tumours; and it is 
but too often we fee it fuppurate and end in 
a mortification: the fpeedy relief which fol- 
lows the application of the vegeto-mineral 
water, authorifes me to affirm, that there is 
no better remedy againft inflammations of 
the throat. 

I am not the only one who has experienced 
the good effects of the preparations of Lead 
in the treatment of quinfies, particularly of 
thofe which tend toa mortification. Mr. Rau- 
lin, phyfician in ordinary to the King, has 
fuccefsfully ufed it in fimilar cafes, as he has 
- informed the world in his Treatife on Difeafes 

occafioned by Variations of the Air. The fol- 
lowing is his account of it. : 

‘ ['ordered a gargarifm of rofe-water, into 
-¢ which were thrown fome grains of the falt 
<< of Lead: the remedy did wonders ; it pre- 
< vented a mortification, and put a ftop to 
“< that already formed ; it diffipated the {pots 
€ in a fhort time, and, with the affiftance of 
<* camphor and phlebotomy, performed cures 
“ wherever it was applied. Ina neighbour- 
‘ ing town, where fore throats raged, very 


‘few died who ufed the faltof Lead.” Some: ni 


contradictions that Mr. Raulin had been — 
expofed to from his collegues, who wanted — 
to fubftitute the falt of Vitriol for the falt 
of Lead, convinced that phyfician of the fu- 
-periority of the laft medicine over the for- 
mer. He has learnedly given his reafons in 
his Treatife, 

eer DRE The 
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‘Fhe happy effects of the falt of Lead in 
Mr. Raulin’s hands, indueed other praéti- 
tioners to follow the fame track. 

In the Medicinal Journal of June 1758, 
there is an interefting letter, addrefled to 
Mr. Vaudermonde by Mr. Boucher, a cele- 
brated phyfician, of Lifle in Flanders, who, 
after having unfuccefsfully tried all kinds of 
medicines to fubdue a putrid quinfey, which - 
depopulated the environs of that city, deter- 
_ amined at laft to make ufe of the falt of Lead 
in one of thefe cafes, which he had under his 
infpection.. The mortified crufts had fo far 
prevailed, as to cover a great part of the 
tonfils, and the anterior pillars of their parti- 
tion. Tothis end, he mixed four-and-twenty 
grains of the falt of Lead in two ounces of 
plantain-water, with which he touched the 
crufts five or fix times a-day, with a pencil 
made of lint. This remedy, fays Mr. Bou- 
cher, not only prevented the difeafe from gain- 
ing ground, but the ulcers were daily obferved 
to contra‘t, and the eighth day confolidated ; 
and confequently what remained of the dif- 
eafe was eafily conquered. 

But, leaving the experiments of others, to 
keep to thofe which are our own, we can ad- 
vance that, upon innumerable occafions, the 
vegeto-mineral water has appeared to us a 
fpecific againft inflammations of the throat, 
fluxions on the fame part, irritations and ul- 
cers feated in the mouth, from whatever caufe 


they proceed. 
: et 
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Tt is alfo difficult to exprefs with what fuc- 
cefs the preparations of Lead are ufed in 
thofe accidents which Mercury fometimes 
produces in the mouth and neighbouring 
parts. The Venereal Military Hofpital fur- 
nifhes us every day with obfervations which 
the moft incredulous cannot help believing. . 
8. It now remains for us to {peak of the 
inflammation of the eyes, known by the 
name of Opthalmia, This difeafe requires to 
be treated with the greater attention, as it at- | 
tacks a very delicate organ, upon which cer- 
tain applications, very proper for other parts, 
make-the moft hurtful imprefions. Thefe 
opthalmies are often very inveterate, and 
obftinately refift the applications which are 
generally made ufe of for fubduing them. If 
then the common method of treating them 1s 
often unfuccefsful, and even injurious, why 
not have recourfe to a remedy which expe- 
rience proves infallible, however confiderable 
and inveterate the opthalmia may be? ‘This 
remedy is no other than the extract of Saturn; 
the efficacy of which againit this fpecies of 
inflammation is generally known, not only at 
Montpellier, but in many other places. The 
numberlefs cures of the kind effected by this 
remedy, both in my own praétice and that of 
others, would furnifh matter for a volume; 
but I fhall confine myfelf, at the end of this 
chapter, to a narration of the moft curious 
and remarkable, 
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-From what has been faid, it follows, that 
_ there is not to be found, among all the chi- 
rurgical prefcriptions, .a medicine more 
adapted than the extract of Saturn for fubdu- 
ing external inflammations; that it is en- 
dowed with the fingular property of pene- 
trating the obftruéted blood and lymphatic 
veffels, and of difperfing the infpiffated mat- 
ter therein, without too much relaxing or ir- 
ritating the coats of the. inflamed parts; it 
preferves a medium between thefetwo actions, 
and thereby infenfibly produces, without any 
bad confequences, the moft furprizing effects. 
‘This remedy feems to re-unite, at once, 
three qualities very eflential for an antiphlo- 
giftic medicine ; a cooling virtue, which the 
moft ardent inflammatory heat cannot refift ; 
an anodyne one, which quiets the moft violent 
pains obferved in inflammation; an atte- 
nuating, refolving quality, which the preju- 
diced part of mankind have unfairly con- 
founded with repulfion : in fhort, all the parts 
of our body, without diftinétion, fatty, glan-. 
dulous, mufcular, tendinous, aponeurotic, 
membranous, ligamentinous, weak or ftrong 
in their texture, endowed with a greater or 
lefs degree of fenfibility, bear with equal 
fuccefs the action of our metallic remedy. 
But not to enter into theoretical difcuflions, 
we will begin to fulfil our former engage- 
ments; and give an account of fuch obfer- 
vations as we have made ourfelves, or have 
7 é been 
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been communicated to us by others, upon 
external inflammations. They all tend, invin- 
cibly, to prove, that the praifes which have 
been given the extract of Saturn, and that the 
‘virtues attributed to it, are not chimerical in- 
ventions of the brain, 


OBSERVATION I. 


Communicated by Mr. GAUTIER, Surgeon, at 
Aix in Provence. 


_ Mr. GUILHEMON, myconfrere, attended a 
patient, afflicted with a phlegmonous erifipelas, which 
was feated on the inward part of the right thigh: 
the pain and inflammation were fo great, that a gan- 
-grene was apprehended. Repeated phlebotomy and 
applications of emollient and anodyne medicines, 
fo far from relieving the complaint, feemed to en- 
creafe the bad fymptoms ; and fo much fo, that re- 
courfe was had very a-propos to the vegeto-mineral 
water, which foon calmed the pains, and reftored 
the patient, in a fhort time, to his former health. 


OBSERVATION Il. 
Communicated by the fame, 


Mr. PANEN has communicated to me a more 
“extraordinary cure, by the extract of Saturn, of an 
erifipelas of the worft kind, which had feized one 
eye-lid, and a great part of the face: the whole 
was much difpofed to a gangrene, At firft different 
emollients were applied; but upon their not fuc- - 
ceeding, recourfe was had to the.vegeto-mineral 
water, which, in lefs than forty hours, abated the 
bad fymptoins, and in a fhort time after performed 
‘the cure, 
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OBSERVATION ll. 


Communicated by Mr. Recis, Surgeon, at. 
Montpellier. 


I WAS called in to a ftone-cutter’s wife of 
-this town, who had been troubled for above a 
month with an erifipelatous fwelling in her breaft, 
from the curdling of her milk; her pains were fo 
great, that fhe could neither reft day or night : . 
‘many women of her acquaintance had prefcribed to 
her without fuccefs. The fwelling at laft began 
to fuppurate; and though it difcharged in three 
different places, her pains were by no means abated. 
As the matter came away but flowly, the breaft 
continued of an enormous fize; nor was its hard- 
nefs or livid colour at all diminifhed ; fo that there 
was great reafon to fear, that the tumour would ei 
ther become fchirrhous or cancerous. As I had been 


” often witnefs of the good effects of the vegeto-mi- 


neral water on the like occafion, I ordered a ca- 
taplafm of the faid water and white bread; taking 
care previoufly to wafh the fores well with the 
above water. ‘This treatment properly continued 
fo far removed the complaint, that my patient flept 
well the third night : in a fhort time the breaft be- 
gan to foften, the wounds to cicatrize, and in five- 
and-twenty days the cure was performed : though 
for fome time after, the breaft continued difcolaur- 
ed ; which was foon remedied by the application of 
comprefies, dipped in the vegeto-mineral water. 


OBSERVATION IV. 
Communicated by Mr. Lazau. 


Mr. LA ZAU,aneleve of Mr. Serres, a confrere 
of mine, informed me, that he had made ufe of my 
medicine for an oedematous erifipelas, which h 


feized 


* 


| 
| 


EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 33 


“feized the leg of a poor man, in the General Hofpi- 
tal: it took its” rife from a bleeding in the foot, 
which was very much. fwelled, as was the whole 
les. The application of my remedy fenfibly dimi- 
nifhed both the inflammation and {welling, in three 
or four hours : and the third day my patient was 
cured, 


' OBSERVATION V. 


Communicated by Mr. Roux, Surgeon-major to 
Vafian’s Regiment. 


Mr. ROUX has informed me, that he had cured 
with the vegeto-mineral water many patients af- 
flicied with erifipelas’s'in different parts of the 
body, in three or four days time. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


Communicated by Mr. Couras, Doftor of Phy- 
fic, of the Univerfity of Montpellier. 


I WAS called in to a child troubled with an 
erifipelas, which extended itfelf along the lower ex- 
tremity of his right fide: I ordered comprefies, 
dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, to be appiied to 
the tumour. As the patient was in the country, and 
fuffered a great deal, it was thought proper to ap- 
ply a poultice made of bread, mallows, and pelii- 
tory of the wall, till fome of the extract of Saturn 
could be procured. ‘The confequence of this was, 
that the erifipelas became more inflamed, and ex- 
tended itfelf upon the buttock ; but the damage was 
foon repaired by the application of the vegeto-mi- 
neral water; by degrees the inflammatory fymp- 
toms difappeared, the fever went off, and in two 
days time the diforder was conquered. 

Note, That Mr. Coulas remarks in his account, 
that the cure of the erifipelas was entirely owing to 

SR the 
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the vegeto-mineral water, as the child could by no 
means be prevailed on to take any internal medi- 
cines proper for the occafion. | 


OBSERVATION VII. 


THE wife of one Caflagnes of Lanfargues, was 
troubled with a coagulation of milk in one of her 
breafts, in the month of February laft, This wo- 
man, not being able to fupport the pain, made ufe of 
many different emollient medicines, which had been 
prefcribed to her by her acquaintance; but they 
only ferved to encreafe the fwelling and bad fymp- 
_ toms ; and fo much fo, that the matter forced its 
way through the fkin, in many places: .ftill: the 
breaft continued very large, and appeared fchirrhous, 
and of an erifipelatous colour ; which made all who 
faw it, dread the worft confequences. As foon as I 
had examined the complaint, I gave her fome ve- 
geto-mineral water, to make poultices of, andor- 
dered them to be renewed every fix hours: ina few 
days there was a change for the better, to the no 
{mall aftonifhment of herfelf and friends ; and in 
five or fix weeks the cure was compleated, | 


OBSERVATION VII. 


IN the month of March laft, I was fent for to 
the Citadel, to the fon of Mr. Cotte, goaler. This 
child, about four years old, was troubled with an 
erifipelas, which extended from the upper part of 
the thigh to the inferior one of the hypogaftric 
region, as likewife with a phlegmonous fwelling on 
the groin. ‘The erifipelas reached to the ferotum 
and penis, and there caufed a phymofis, which ob- 
ftructed the pafflage of the urine. The child was 
blooded once; and poultices made of bread and 
the vegeto-mineral water, in the {pace of eight or 
ten days, difperfed both ths erifipelas and phlegmon, 


OB- 
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OBSERVATION IX. 


Communicated by Mr. Menon, Surgeon to @ 
Battalion of Militia. 

I MADE ufe of vegeto-mineral water for the 
cure of a child, feven or eight years old, afflicted 
with an erifipelas, which covered its whole body. 
Monfieur Goulard’s frequent ufe of this medicine, 
of which I had been eye-witnefs in the Royal Hof- 
pital, induced me to try it. In a few days after the 
application, all the cuticle came off in fcales ; and in 
eight days the child was cured. Many other fur- 
geons, on the like occafion, have made ufe of this 
remedy with the fame fuccefs. 


OBSERVATION X. : 
MADAME DE FUR, wife to MajorDeFur, 


was fo much alarmed on feeing one of her children 
fall, that both her breafts were in an inftant feized 
with an erifipelatous eruption ; which even fpread 
confiderably above them. This lady foon after 
came to Montpellier, J found, upon examming 
her, that the diforder would foon become of the 
tetter kind, on account of the continued itchings : I 
applied the pomatum I generally make ufe of for 
tetters, and wafhed the parts well with the vegeto- 
mineral water ; the itching was foon removed ; but 
as this lady fuckled her child, the remedies operated 
but flowly ; which determined me to make ule of the 
cataplafm made with the vegeto-mineral water. 
This had the defired effect ; and in a few days the 
complaint was removed. 


OBSERVATION XI. 
Communicated. 


AN invalid, of St. Francis’s hofpital at Mahons : 
in confeeuence of a OP a two malignant boils, 


me 
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on the upper part of his thigh, ‘about four fingers 
breadth afunder. Thefe tumours were confiderable, 
and {fo painful, that they brought on a violent fe 
ver. Emollient cataplafms were applied without any 
efect; recourfe was then had to maturating plaif- 
ters: thefe caufed fuch an inflammation in the 
part, that'a gangrene was apprehended; in fine, a 
furgeon-major, who had heard of the virtues of the 
extract of Saturn, applied cataplafms made with 
the vegeto-mineral water; foon after the tumours. . 
had a better afpect, the fuppuration was laudable, 
and the cure was performed by this medicine 
alone. BEA 


» OBSERVATION XII 9 
DURING my ftay at Paris, in the year 17514 


I was defired to fee Mr. Floberg, engineer, who 
was lodged in the Marquis de Crillon’s houfe. He 
had a whitioe of the malignant kind on one of the 
fingers of his right hand; this was accompanied by 
a fharp fever, and pains which extended all up the © 
right arm. ‘The application of the vegeto-mineral 
water inftantaneoufly eafed the pain ; in four-and- 
twenty hours the bad fymptomis vanifhed; and in a 
very fhort time my patient was cured. 


OBSERVATION. XIII 
A CHAMBER-MAID of Madame Imbert 


had a whitloe on the middle finger of her right 
hand: this brought on a fever and infomnium; and 
her pains were fo great, that fhe could not help 


_ crying out. After fuffering for fix-and-thirty hours, 


without being willing totry any remedy, fhe called 

upon me. I found it to be a real whitloe, and 

thought it too ripe to be cured without fuppura- 

tion. 1 ordered the finger to be bathed im vegeto+ 

mincral water; in lef$ than a quarter of an + 
t 
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the pain fo far abated, that the patient thought her- 
{elf quite cured. ; ] continued the treatment, with 
the fimple application of cataplafms made of bread 
and the abovementioned water. In five days the 
complaint was entirely removed by refolution alone, 


OBSERVATION XIV. 
I WAS defired in the year 1748 by Mr, De 


Beloy, colonel of aregimentof light troops at Genoa, 
to vit Mr. Falcon, an officer: he had received a 
wound with 2 fword in the common tendon of the 
flexor mufcles of the fingers, of the internal part of 
the righthand. Theinfammation was very great, and 
' extended upon the fore-arm to the protuberance of 
the humerus. By the application of comprefles 
dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, the pain ceafed, 
the {welling fubfided, and the cure was compleated 
in a few days. 


OBSERVATION XV. 
A WASHERWOMAN at Genoa was pricked 


by a thorn in one of the flexor tendons of the right 
hand: matter formed thercin; and after along fup- - 
puration, the hand remained motionlefs, as did 
likewife the fingers. She had been fome time in this 
fituation, before fhe confulted me. I ordered her 
to bathe herhand, morning and night, in the vegeto- 
‘ mineral water :/[ then applied my Saturnine plaiiter, 
which in ten or twelve days compleated the cure, 


| OBSERVATION XVI. 


Communicated by Mr. Roux, fenior Surgeon- 
38 major in the Army. 
I WAS called in ‘to a patient who had a con- 

- fiderable tumour on the arm and fore-arm, accom- 
panied withafever. it was owing to a puncture 
Le | | of 
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of the aponeurofis of the biceps in bleeding. ‘The 

application of comprefles dipped in vegeto-mine- 
ral water, and wetted from time to time, foon dif- 


fipated the bad fymptoms, and the patient was foon 
radically cured. , | 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


IN confequence of bleeding, in which the apo- 
neurofis had been pricked, a lady had a violent in- 
flammation and tumour in her arm and. fore-arm, 
In vain did the furgeon who was called in béfore 
me, apply emollients for a confiderable time: I 
fubftituted in their room the vegeto-mineral water, 
which fucceeded with me in this cafe, as well as in 
the former. | 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


Mr. BOURQUENOD, my confrere, 
was fent for to a lady of this town, who, after a 
. bleeding in the arm, felt a confiderable pain along 
the infide of the fore-arm, down to the extremity 
of her fingers. This accident had happened to her 
three weeks before fhe called him in to her affift- 
ance. Upon examining the part, he obferved a 
kind of {mall fchirrhous cord, about fix linesin | 
Jength, where the puncture had been made; the 
tumour extended from the lower part of the arm as 
far as the wrift, and many hard lumps were felt 
along it. ‘The patient told Mr. Bourquenod, that. 
fhe felt.very fharp pain, whenever any one offered to 
move her arm. Emollient cataplafms and other 
remedies had already been applied, without fuccefs, 
Mr. Bourquenod ordered a liniment of fweet al- 
monds, laudanum, and fperma-ceti, and over this a 
cataplafm of bread and vegeto-mineral water : 
the patient found immediate eafe. She continued 
this remedy for eight days fucceflively, taking care to 

renew 
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fenew it twice in four-and-twenty hours; at the 
end of which all the bad fymptoms difappeared, 
except fome little hardnefles, anda flight pain; 
which were removed in twelve days, by a plaifter 
made of wax, human fat, a little camphor and ves | 
geto-mineral water. | 


OBSERVATION XIX. 


Communicated by Mr. Gautier, a Mafter 
Surgeon. | 


ISAW aperfon troubled with fo violent an opthal- 
mia, that the inflammation fpread itfelf over all the 
neighbouring parts of the eye, and had all the ap- 
pearance of an approaching gangrene. ‘This difor- 
der, which had hitherto baffled all medicine, at laft 
yielded to the application of the vegeto-mineral 
‘water. 


OBSERVATION XxX. 


Communicated by the fame. 


I WAS fent for to a patient afflicted with an cede- 
matous tumour on the lower eye-lid, as big as an 
egg, and turned outwards. ‘The fwelling had feized 
the whole cheek, and the eye-lid was as tranfparent 
as glafs. The application of the vegeto-mineral 
water, for one night only, confiderably diminifhed 
the fwelling, and in a few days the patient was 
cured. 


OBSERVATION XXI. 
Communicated. : 


| Mr.CONSTRIT TI, furgeon of Cette, had 
a daughter afflicted with an opthalmia in both eyes. 


‘The humour was fo fharp that it brought an inflam- 
a mation 
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mation on the adjacent parts. Upon his confultingæ 
me, I fent him fome of the extract of Saturn, and © 
with it the method of ufing it. The following is 
his account of its effects. ** Your extract, Sir, has 
“ had a furprifing effect on the face and eyes of my. 
“ daughter fince the day before -yeiterday ; one 
 muit own its fuperiority, as a remedy. My 
‘ daughter fince the ufe of the vegeto-mineral wa- 
‘ ter has opened her eyes, which fhe could not ° 
“<‘poflibly do before; and I hope this remedy will 
66 take of the web which remains.” | 


OBSERVATION XXII. 
Communicated. 


La 


La! 


THE favourable accounts which Mr. Solignac 
ave Mr. Bounhiol, one of the oldeft phyficians 
Prides to the army, of the effect of the extract 
of Saturn in opthalmies, induced this phyfician 
to prefcribe it to the priorof the Benedictine monks 
_ of St. Thyberi, who was afiéted with an obfti- 
nate opthalmia: our medicine in a fhort time con- ~ 
guered the diforder. | 
I cannot help remarking, that this phyfician, who 
is an inhabitant of. Valros near Pézenas, has done. 
me the honour of :fluring me, that ever fince he has 
been acquainted with my extract, he has fuccefs« 
fully ufed it on many occafions. , 


OBSERVATION XXIIL 


Communicated from La Rochelle. 
Mr. DELAN, furgeon-major in the army, in=, 


formed me, that a conirere of his frequently made 
ufe of my_extract with great fucceis; at the fame 
time gave me an account of a cure which he had 
made onan officer of Briequeville, who had been 
troubled with fo, violent an. opthalmia, for two 
months fucceilively, that he could not bear the ee 
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No remedy had been left untried: frequent bleedings 
in the arm and foot, repeated baths, different colly= 
riums, and every thing that could be thought of, 
had proved unfuccefsful. In this fituation, Mr. 
Delan faw him: he made ufe of the extract of Sa- 
turn with fo much fuccefs, that in a fhort time, 
to the no fmall aftonifhment of the faculty who before 
had prefcribed to him, and of all the officers of the 
garrifon, the faid gentleman was freed from the 
andifpofition he had fo long laboured under. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 
“A CHILD of this town had been troubled 


for eight months with an opthalmia, and a fmall web 
on the tranfparent cornea, which made light infup- 
portable. Every remedy was tried, that was judged 
proper for the diforder, unfuccefsfully : a conftant 
application of the vegeto-mineral water per 
formed the cure in eight days. 


OBSERVATION XXV. 


A DAUGHTER of Mr. Rivat, merchant 
at Montpellier, was afflicted with a violent opthal- 
mia, which made light infupportable : fhe was foon 
cured by the application of my medicine. This 
lady’s father cured a perfon aiili¢ted in the fame 
manner with the fame remedy. | 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 


Mr. HENRY, ftudent in furgery, nephew 
to Mr. Roger, firit furgeon to his royal highnefs 
Don Philip, was troubled with an opthalmia 
in both eyes ; which was fometimes fo troublefome, 
that he was unable to profecute his ftudies. After : 
trying many medicines without fuccefs, he came to 
_ me for my advice: Î ordered him my medicine, 


which fucceeded to his wifhes, 
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OBSERVATION XXVIL 


Mr.SAINT PAUL, furgeon-major of the hof- 
pital at Oftend, informed me that he had ufed with 
great fuccefs the extract of Saturn for the cure of 
all kinds of opthalmia, even the moft malig- 
nant. 


OBSERVATION XXVIII. 


THE furgeon-major of Brabant has written from 
Spain to acquaint me, that every opthalmia which 
he undertakes, he cures by means of my extract. 


OBSERVATION XXIX. 
A DAUGHTER of Mr. Valette, counfel- 


lor at law, was afflicted with fo violent an opthalmia 
in both eyes, that fhe ran great rifk of lofing them. 
I ordered my vegeto-mineral water to be applied, 
of which fhe foon found the good effects; being 
in.a fhort time able to open her eye-lids, and was 
perfectly cured. 


OBSERVATION XXX. 
A WOMAN of Antibes, who fuffered much 


from a malignant opthalmia, which had feized the 
globe of the eye, the eye-lids and adjacent parts, 
confulted me. ‘This diforder had long bafiied the 
{kill of the faculty of this town and neighbouring 
“parts; notwithftanding which, a proper dofe of 
the extract radically conquered this diforder in a 
week’s time. Though I had frequently been witnefs 
of the good effects of this remedy, I could not help 
being furprifed at the fudden cure it performed; 
which aftonifhed much more thofe of the fa- 
culty who had before feen her in fo deplorable a 


fituation, : 
OBSER. 
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‘OBSERVATION XXXI. 


Communicated by Mr. Racts, a Surgeon of this 


Town. 


: IL MET one daya Jew, who had an cedematous 
tumour on the lower eye-lid of his left eye, which 
was turned outwards, and tranfparent: this tu- 
mour had feized the whole cheek of that fide. I 
applied that night the vegeto-mineral water, and 


the next day he was cured, 


OBSERVATION XXXIL 


IN the year 1747, Mr. Plantade, aid-de-camp to 
the Count of Choifeul, was cured at Genoa of an 
opthalmia in both eyes, of two years and a half 


Standing, by means of the vegeto-mineral water. 


OBSERVATION XXXII. 
AMENTIAL fervant belonging to the duke of 


Richelieu at Genoa, had fo violent a diforder in his 
eyes, that it was apprehended he would lofe the 
ufe of them. He was cured by this medicine, 


OBSERVATION XXXIV. 


Communicated by Mr. Couras, M. D. of the 
Royal Society of Montpellier. 


I WAS afflicted with a violent opthalmia: the 
fymptoms of the inflammation wer: fo confider- 
able, and the pains I felt fo great, that the moft 
approved anodyne medicines afforded me no relief, 
Neither the mucilage of the feeds of plilium, ap- 
ples boiled in milk, the white of an egg beat up 
with allum, oriental faffron, or any other remedy 
I made ufe of, procured me the leait eafe.. Find- 
ing that anodyne medicines were ineffectual, I had 

recourle 
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recourfe to aftringent and. refolutive ones; but 
ftill in vain. Taught by my own experience how 
little the moft approved opthalmic remedies were 
to be relied on, 1 had at lait recourfe to Mr. Gou- 
lard’s extract of Saturn. I had not applied it long, 
before I found myfelf quite. relieved, | The pains 
which tortured me before fenfibly diminifhed, as— 
did likewife the inflammation ; the volume of the 
tumefied veflels of the cornea was much leffened. 
Surprifed at the extraordinary efficacy of this me- 
dicine, and fcarcely giving credit to its amazing 
and immediate powers, I. was determined to dif- 
_ continue its ufe, to fee what would be the event. 
_ But in a fhort time I was obliged to have recourfe 
to it again: for foon after its difufe, the inflamma- 
tory {ymptoms returned with their former violence, 
I again tried tocalm them by the applications I had 
made ufe of, previoufly to thofe of Mr. Goulard’s ; 
but to no purpofe. ‘This determined me to have 
-again recourfe to the vegeto-mineral water. . I of- 
ten repeated thefe experiments, and the refult of 
them was always the fame. In fine, this remedy, 
conjointly with other general ones, compleated my 
cure, 


OBSERVATION XXXV.. : 


\ 


Communicated by the fame. 


I PRESCRIBED the remedy to one of my 
brothers afflicted with the like diforder. ‘Thinking it 
ufelefs to try any other opthalmic remedy, I adviied 
that, which had fucceeded fo well with me. . But 
I was ftill defirous, by a variety of experiments, 
more and more to afcertain its powers. Both my 
brother’s eyes were much inflamed ; but one conii- - 
derably lefs than the other. Upon this 1 applied 
a comprefs dipped. in rofe and plantain-water 5 
and upon the other the vegeto-minçral: in aioe 

ays 
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days time, the eye treated with the vegeto-mineral 
“water, though the moft inflamed, was perfectly 
. eured; but-the fate of the other was far different ; 
which {till continued in its former fituation, till 
relieved by the other application. Fron hence, I 
think, it plainly appears, that both my brother 
and myfelf are indebted to this medicine for a cure, 


OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


I. HAD the. honour of being fent for, when 
at Paris, to a lady of diftinétion, who had a vio- 
lent inflammation attending the kernels of the neck, 
the palate, and its roof, with a fever. She was ex- 
tremely averfe to bleeding. I ordered her a gargle 
of vegeto-mineral water, with a few drops of 
brandy. This immediately gave her eafe, and, 
without any other application, radically cured her 
in three or four days. 


OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


Communicated by Mr. Esvinas, Mafter of 
Arts, and Profeffor of Surgery, a Confrere of 
mine. 


I WAS fent for to a lady who had a violent 
_ inflammation in the kernels of the neck, and neigh- 
bouring parts: the pains were confiderable, and 
extended from the corners of the lower jaw, even 
externally: fhe had not only great difficulty in 
fwallowing, but even in opening her mouth: both 
her eyes and face were much fwelled: her voice 
was very faint, and her fever ran high. Bleed- 
ing every four or five hours, was prefcribed 
without effect; as were likewife lohocks, garga- 
rifms, embrocations, emollient and anodyne plaif-_ 
ters. The bad, fymptoms hourly increafed, and 
her life was thought to be in imminent danger. wa 
7 thefe 
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thefe alarming circumftances, I did all I could te 
force open her mouth; which I was at lait obliged 
to do with a fpeculum oris. This enabled me to 
touch one of the kernels, which was much fwelled. 
I opened it with a proper lancet, and upon its dif- 
charging a great deal of pus, fhe found herfelf re~ 
lieved ; the other kernel, which was equally fuppu- 
rated, was likewife opened. A gargarifm of the 
vegcto-mineral water daily advanced the cure, and 
at laft compleated it: but in a very fhort time after, 
the diforder again returned. Having obferved the 

ood effects before of the vegeto-mineral water, 
Perche it with equal fuccefs a fecond time ; 
and in three or four days my patient was perfectly 
cured. 7. 


OBSERVATION XXXVIIL 
Communicated by the Jame. 


A SISTER of the above lady’s was feized 
about the fame time with the fame diforder; fhe 
afked me for the remedy that had fucceeded fo well 
. with her fifter: this in a few days removed her 

complaint. | 

N.B. Thefe Jadies before were very fubjeét ta 
fore throats; but fince the ufe of this medicine 
have been entirely free from them. } 


OBSERVATION XXXIX. . 
Communicated. Aro 
I CURED at Marfeilles, in twice four-anda 


twenty hours, a confiderable inflammation of the 
{crotum, by the application of comprefles dipped in 
the vegeto-mineral water, which Î renewed when 
dry: I have made ufe of this: water with very great 
fyccefs in the curing’ of opthalmias, 


En O BSER- 
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OBSERVATION XL. 


Communicated. 


AN inferior furgeon of the Royal Hofpital was 

- fent for to a woman of this town, who was troubled 
with an erifipelatous inflammation in her right 
breaft ; it had been fixed there for a month, and was 
owing to-her lying-in. An infomnium and fever 
were the confequences : her breaft was very much 
fwelled, and very hard: the ill-chofen remedies, 
which had been before applied, gave rife to an ab- 
fcefs, which of itfelf had burft in different places. 
The young furgeon forbid the ufe of emollients ; 
and fubitituted in their room cataplafms made with 
the vegeto-mineral water. ‘The wounds were 
drefled with the pomatum, compofed of the above 

‘water, wax, and oil. ‘This method was regularly. 
purfued three times a-day. The patient almoft im- 
mediately found eafe, the fwelling grew fofter, the 
inflammation difperfed, the wounds cicatrized, and 
in a very fhort time the cure was compleated. 


OBSERVATION XLL 


THE bifhop of Montauban was feized in the 
year 1753, with a violent inflammation in his leg. - 
‘The rednefs and pain were very great, and the fkin 
was covered over with a number of little bladders, 

ull of a reddifh water. Mr. Haguenot, counfellor 
at law, and profeflor of the univerfity, was fent for. 
He defired I might be confulted. ‘This gentleman 
was witnefs of the immediate relief my medicine 
gave the patient; for in a fhort time this refpec- 
table prelate was able to go abroad, and in eight 
gays to perform his ecclefialtical functions. | 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XLII 


Communicated by Mr. Deupurcn, M. D. at 
Montpellier. LS 


SISTER BLONDEL, of the Royal Hof- 
pital of St. Hippolitus, of this town, had a confi- 
derable tumour on her right knee. It extended it- 
felf half-way up the thigh, and to part of her leg. 
For five days fucceflively her pains were fo great, 
that fhe could get no reft. Upon my feeing her, 
fhe informed me, that they had advifed-her to make 
ufe of bittern’s fat; which for two days had afford- 
ed her fome relief: but the third and fourth day, 
the inflammation was confiderably encreafed, and 
her pains became almoft infupportable. I imme- 
diately ordered a poultice of bread and vegeto-mi- 
neral water; my patient flept well that night: the 
next morning the inflammation was abated, and the 
pains left her. The parts are very little fwelled, 
and have recovered their former tone and action. I 
have difcontinued the ufe of the cataplafms, and 
fubftituted comprefles dipped in the vegeto-mineral 
water, and a little brandy. ‘This diforder had much 
the appearance of an inflammatory rheumatifm. : 


OBSERVATION XLIII. 
Communicated by the fame. 


A WOMAN had been affiéted for twomonths 
with a confiderable opthalmia in both eyes ; the eye- 
Jids were turned outwards ; no remedy which had 
hitherto been applied could fubdue the inflammati- 
on. Frequent bleeding, and cathartic medicines, 
as well as a cooling diet, had been ineffectually 
prefcribed. Sifter Blondel gave her a bottle of the 
vegeto-mineral water; which fhe made ufe of. In 
four-and-twenty hours the inflammation was abated, 
and from the fifth day the patient was cured, 
| OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XLIV. 
Communicated by the fame. 


I WAS fent for to a lady of this town, who 
had a very painful tumour on her left heel; I or- 
dered the above cataplafm, which fucceeded to our 
wifhes. | , 
OBSERVATION XLV. 
Communicated by Mr. ***, a Student in 

SUIgery. 


IN the year 1751, I was affi&ed with a vio- 


lent opthalmia, and a tumefaction of the caruncula 


lachrymales, with a relaxztion of the mufculi eleva- 
tores of the eye-lid: this caufed an involuntary 
weeping ; and the humour which diftilled from the 
part was fo corrofive, that it brought on an erifi- 
pelatous tumours on the adjacent parts of the eye. 
applied, in confequence of this diforder, after lofing 
fome blood, the white of an egg, diflolved in plan- 
_ tain and_rofe water; thinking this proper to af- 
fuage the pain, and repel the humour which caufed 
the complaint: but all thefe remedies had no effect. 
Finding my diforder too ftubborn for common ap- 
plications, I made ufe of Mr. Goulard’s mineral 
water. I had not long applied it before [ experi- 
enced its good effects, and the fourth day I was 


perfectly cured, 
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Of Contufi fons, Burns, Gun-fhot Wounds, and the 
Abtion, of the Extrafl of Saturn againft theje 


Difeafes. 


HE difeafes of which I now propofe to 

f{peak, are very common; efpecially in 
be army; for the prefervation of which I am 
obliged, by my ftation, to be particularly in- 
terefted : ; and to this end | principally com- 
pofed this work. Now as thefe diforders con- 
tinually happen, fo ought we to be continu- 


ally employed in finding out remedies proper 


et for fubduing them. But left fo many dif- 
iy ‘erent fabjects fhould not be clearly under- 


ftood, by giving a detail of them in one 


Shaner | fha iT divide it into three Sections. 


The firft fhall treat of Contufions, the fecond 
of Burns, andthe third of Gun-fhot wounds. 


SHE Dy, Cape Goan tot th a Be 
CONTUSIONS, which pathologifts _ 


rank among the folutions of continuity of the 
foft parts, are external injuries, occafioned by 


the action of an obtufe body, which {trikes 


or fqueezes more or lefs violently any foft part 
of our frame; or by a finular action of the 
part 


CONTUSIONS, BURNS, &c. si 
part againft this body, whether the contufion 
be followed by a hemorrhage, or whether 
the blood is fimply ftagnated in the part con- 
tufed. 

The following effential differences are to 
be remarked: 1. The vefels of the part con- 
tufed fometimes remain entire, though they 
have loft their tone; from ‘whence arife 
fwelling and diftenfion. 2. At other times, 


when the action or blow has been more con- 


fiderable, or fome {mall blood-veffels are 
ruptured, the blood appears extravafated un- 
der the fkin; from thence proceeds an echy- 
mofis, or extravafation of blood. 3. The third 


‘fpecies of contufion is attended with a rupture 


of more confiderable blood-veffels, a great 


éffufon of blood, and often without an ex- 


ternal'wound. 4. In fine, the veffels may be 
burft, the flefh lacerated or tore; and this is 
the cafe of contufed wounds. | 


- The two firft fpecies of contufions are ge: ! | 


nerally cured by refolution; the third often 
terminates in fuppuration ; as does likewife 
the fourth, which fometimes ends in a gan- 
grene. vated cnet 

The fatal effects of contufions are more 
frequent than is commonly apprehended. 
When -they are large and deep, they often 
degenerate into fordid ulcers, which are difi- 
cuit to cure. When they lie over a confi- 
derable artery, they give rife to an aneurifm 


or fwelling therein, which may fhew itfelf 


fome time after, Cancerous tumours too 
à, Dia frequently 
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frequently follow contufions of glandular 
arts ; for example, of the breaft: a contu- 
fion which injures the periofteum often in- 
duces a caries: contufed nerves occafion pal- 
fies: what dangerous fymptoms. have. been 
obferved to follow contufions upon the head,» 
breaft, and lower belly ? 
- But to confine ourfelves to fuch as only 
_affeét the external parts, we know fome to 
be flight, and eafily cured; while others are 
attended with diftreffing and dangerous fymp- 
toms. In both the one and the other, there 
is no application whofe effect is fo fure and 
expeditious as the vegeto-mineral water 
warmed, and applied by comprefies to the 
part affected ; taking care to moiften them 
from time to time. When the parts are la- 
cerated, the wound is to be drefied with the 
cerate of Saturn (of which we fhallfpeak in 
this work); but care muft be firft taken to 
wafh them with the vegeto-mineral water. 
In thefe diforders we have been fpeaking 
-of, our application will certainly be preferred 
to all others, if people will only reflect, that 
contufions, which occurin daily practice; even 
after an echymofis, are difperfed by its affift- 
ance alone in a few hourstime. This I have 
often experienced myfelf, and every one is at 
liberty to make trial of it with equal fuccefs. 
With regard to the action of the extract of 
Saturn peat contufions, the reader may re- 
fer to w! hat has been faid in our Introduction, 
and the preceding Chapter, on the P'PpEBIE 
O 
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_of the metallic parts of Lead, and on their 
powers of paffing through the pores of the 
fkin, and of deftroying the obftruétions, tu- 
mours, and concretions, they meet with. The 
following Obfervations will help to prove what 
I have advanced m this Section. 


OBSERVATION I. 
A PAGE of the Duke of Richelieu’s had an 


inflamed tefticle, owing to a bruife he had received 
in riding. Many remedies had been prefcribed 
without fuccefs, and the diforder continued to gain 
ground. Upon feeing him, I ordered comprefies of 
the vegeto-mineral water to be applied to the part; 
which foon gave him eafe. “The day after, the pains 
were entirely abated, and in eight of ten days the 
cure was compleated. 


OBSERVATION II. 
A GIRL, about ten years‘old, fell between 


fome coach-horfes legs. She had received fo con-. 
fiderable a contufion on her arm, fore-arm, hand, 
back, and thigh, that the furgeon who was called 
in, thought her life in danger. A confrere of 


mine, who was fent for before me, applied vul- — 


nerary water to the parts, which caufed confider- 
able pains, as it did a fever. I was defired by a 
charitable lady to go and fee the patient: I ordered 
my liquor to be applied, which immediately gave 
her cafe, and in eight days time fhe was cured. 


OBSERVATION II. 
| Communicated. 


Mr. CURQUET, apothecary, fhewed Mr. 
Laborie, a confrere of mine, a contufed wound on 
D 3 the 
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the great toe of the right foot, which had been oc- 
cafioned by the fall of a large piece of wood. Asa 
cataplafm of marfh-mallows had been already ap- 
plied without fuccefs, he ordered one made ‘with 


our remedy. ‘The fame day the pains were much 
' abated, and in two or three the patient was cured. 


OBSERVATION IV. 
Communicated, 
Mer. DIDIER, furgeon-major of the Royal 


Corfican Regiment of Dragoons, faw, at Antibes, 
a captain of militia, who had the great toe crufhed 
by a cart-wheel. He informed me, he had made 
ufe of no remedy but mine, having previoufly 
blooded the patient. Ina fortnight’s time he was 


cured, 
OBSERVATION  V. 
Communicated by Mr. DELON. 


A SOLDIER, paffing near a bee-hive, was 
ftung by the bec:, who lodged’ themfelves in his 
hair. He hurried to me, and defired 1 would give 
him immediate affiftance ; telling me at the fame 
time, if it was not in my power fo to do, that 
, be would be glad if fomebody would put an end to 
his life, feeing that it was become infupportable 
through the exceflive pain he felt. - 1 applied im- 
mediately comprefles of the vegeto-mineral water, 
which I took care to wet every quarter of an hour. 
My patient found himfelf relieved in lefs than an 
hour, and the next day he was cured, sc sg 


OBSERVATION VI. 
Communicated by the fame. - 


ADRUMMER’s wife, of the regiment of 
Brefle, had a confiderable contufion on one of her 
| | Cheeks, 


or 
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cheeks, by a fall from a cart. I immediately ap- 
plied a comprefs dipped in the vegeto-mineral wa- 
ter, and in four days time fhe was perfectly cured. 
Mr. Delon adds, that her hufband had very much 
bruifed one of his ancles, and that upon applying ~ 


a comprefs of the vegeto-mineral water, he was 
very foon cured. 


OBSERVATION VIL. 


IN the autumn of the year 1758, during my 
ftay in the country, I faw a child, who had paffed 
before a bee-hive, where they were taking honey. 
Both his face and head were much ftung, and his 
fituation was very diftrefling. -I applied the fame 
remedy, and he was cured in a fhort time, 


OBSERVATION VII. 


SOME years ago a countryman fell from the 
top of a wall: he was carried home very much 
bruifed, and unable to move without confiderable 
pain. He had been attended for two days by a 
furgeon ; but neither himfelf or friends thought 
_the applications anfwered their expectation. They 
had , then recourfe to a phyfician of Montpellier, 
who had been often witnefs of the eflicacy of the 
extract of Saturn in bruifes: by his defire I fent 
him fome of it, and informed him how it fhould 
be ufed upon the-occafion. I have learned fince, 
that in a few days after the bruifes and bad fymp- 
toms difappeared. 


OBSERVATION IX. 
Communicated, 


I HAVE experienced the admirable effe&ts of 
the extract of Saturn againft bruifes, in many voy- 
ages at fea, where the failors are often expofed to 
thefe accidents, LE | 
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OBSERVATION X. 


Mr. LAGARDE, valet-de-chambre to the Che- 
valier de St. Prieft, by a fall from his horfe received 
a contufion on his breaft, and fore-part of the 
fhoulder. Lavender-water and brandy with foap 
were applied to the part; and then a plaifter, 
which remained. there for above fix weeks ; upon 
the falling off of which, many red {pots were per- 
ceived upon that part, and the adjacent ones: they 
were become of the tetter kind, and caufed a can- 
_fiderable itching. Upon his calling on me, I gave 
him fome vegeto-mineral water, which cured him 
in a fortnight, though he applied it only twice a- 
day. 


OBSERVATION XI. 


Communicated by Mr. ******, Student in 
Surgery. | 

ON June 14, 1756, walking along the Mall, 
I received a blow from a ball, on the gaftrocnemii 
and folar mufcles. ‘The blow was fo violent, that. 
it caufed the rupture of a great many veflels, and 
confequently a contufion and echymofis. As foon 
‘as ever I got home, I applied a cataplafm of the 
vegeto-mineral water and white bread ; and in three 
days time I was perfectly cured. 


6 PR OUT AON IL 


THE name of Burning is given to the 
change of the human body, which follows 
the application of fire. This change confifts 
in the fudden deftruction of the vefels of the . : 

| burned 


CONTUSIONS, BURNS, &. 57 


burned part, and in the extravafation, coa- 
gulation, and diffipation of the humours. 

Burns are not only effected by contaét with 
real fire, as that of a flaming hot coal, but 
alfo by contact of fubftances folid or Auid, 
which contain a great quantity of fiery parti- 
cles ; fuch, for example, as hot iron, boiling 
oil, water, gunpowder, &c. 

The fymptoms of burns are reduced nearly 
to thofe of inflammation; but a great diffe- 
rence is to be obierved in their degree. 

1. Sometimes the action of the fire does 
not reach deeper than the cuticle, and mu- 
cous fubftance below.- In thefe flight burns, 
a number of blifters arife on the part, be- 
come red, and occafion an itching fenfation ;' 
and by the feparation of the epidermis from 
the fkin, the extremities of the nerves are 
left naked. Pain now commences, and of- 
ten with fome degree of intenfeneis ; but all 
thefe fymptoms vanifh in a fhort time, and 
Nature effects a cure by renewing the out- 
ward fkin. 

2. A burn becomes more confiderable, if 
the action of the fire has penetrated to the 
fkin and fat; for then heat and pain are highly 
encreafed, together with a drynefs and hard- 
nefs of the burned part, which is immedi- 
ately covered with little vefiels, filled with a 
yellowifh humour. 

3. In the moft violent burns, notonly the 
epidermis, the fkin, and fat, are deftroyed, 
but the membranes, mufcles, vefiels, and 
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even the bones themfelves are confumed ; 
and in the place of the live parts, there re- 
mains a black infenfible flough; in a word, 
a dead mafs. 

It is ealy to conceive, and experience fuf- 
ficiently proves, that the effects of burns va- 
ry, according to the diverfity of caufes. Boil- 
ing oil makes more confiderable imprefñion 
than boiling water. A burn from pitch or ro- 
fin is {till more to be feared. Red-hot iron, 
which touches gently, as it pafles the body, 
leaves lefs traces than when it is ftrongly ap- 
plied for a confiderable time: aqua-fortis, 
gunpowder, different fpecies of cauftics pro- 
duce different burns. 

It is effentially neceffary to remark the na- 
ture and extent of the parts of the body, 
which have fuffered from fire; for it is evi- 
dent that the danger is more or lefs great, 
according to the ftruéture and ufe of the 
parts burned, and the more or lefs fpace fuch 
parts occupy. The temperament and confti- 
tution of the. patient ought alfo to weigh 
with us, in forming our opinion of thofe dif- 
eafes. In general, the deeper the burn, the 
more is to be apprehended from it. 

The remedies againft burns are extremely 
numerous. Every one, if 1 may -fo fpeak, 
has one peculiar to himielf: but without 
entering into a fuperfiuous detail, I will only 
mention the admirable effects of the prepa- 

‘ations of Lead in burns. Before the,extract 
of Saturn was known, I: have feen able fur: 
geons 
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geons make ufe of an ointment of Lead with 
great fuccefs on thefe occafions. I myfelf had 
occafion to ufe it, happily for Mademoifelle 
Sybille, who had a confiderable burn on her 
face and neck, to which one of my. col- 
legvies had made applications before, which 
irritated the parts fo much as to bring on a 
violent fever: I applied the ointment of 
Lead, which inftantaneoufly affuaged the 
pain, and compleated the cure in a fhort 
time. 

Our method of cure in thefe complaints is 
very fimple : it confifts in the application of 
comprefies, dipped in the vegeto-mineral 
water, on the part which is burned. If the 
outward teguments remain unbroken, we need 
only keep the comprefies conftantly moiften- 
ed with. the above water; if the burn is 
deeper, if the teguments are injured, and 
there is a wound, little pieces of fine lint 
may be applied, covered with the ointment 
of which we fhall give an account in the 
Formule; taking care to cover the whole 
with compreffes dipt in the vegeto-mineral 
water, which muft be moiftened from time 
to time. By this method of proceeding, the 
pains are not only immediately calmed, but 
the difeafe radically cured. 


OBSERVATION JI. 


Communicated by Mr. Menuret, M. D. 


A CHILD of twelve years of age had his arm, 
fore-arm, end the right fide of his breaft burnt, by 
D 6 | fome : 


sient 
sim — The 


6 A TREATISE on LEAD. 
fome Golding broth, which a fervant had let fall up 


on him: the parts became of a fhining red; the 


pains were as great, as the fmarting was infupport- 
able. Having examined the patient, I immediately 
fent for the extract of Saturn; but, in the mean 
time, ordered the parts to be ‘fomented by com- 
prefies dipped in vinegar and water, which contri- 
buted alittle to eafe the pain. Upon getting the 
extract, I foon made the vegeto-mineral water, with 
which I continued to foment the parts till they 
were healed ; which was foon after the application, 


OBSERVATION IE 


Communicated by Mr. Sozavres, Student of 
Phyfick. 


Mr. SOLAYRES, during the vacation, while 
he was at his own babe. near Cahors, informed 
me, that he had cured a man, with my remedy, 
who had been burnt by boiling water. He adds, 
that nothine had been able to calm the violence of 
the pain, but the vegeto-mineral water, which in- 


{tantly had the defired effect. 


OBSERVATION: Ill 


“hie by M. De SAINTE CoLomBe, 
Surgeon at Toulon. 


SOME days ago, I was burnt in the lee with 
hot greafy water: theaccident was foon followed 
by an inflammation. I applied different remedies 
to ig the bad fymptoms ; as, the cerate of Ga- 
lien, &c. but ineffectually. At laft, having re- 
Loue an during my ftay at Touloiife; in the 
houfe of Mr, aillard, major-furgeon of St. James’s 

1o‘pital, that he frequently made ufe of the extract 
of Saturn with very great eee I mixed fome 


of 


—— 
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of it up with common water, which, after three 
or four applications, cured me. I can alfo affure 
you, that I have feen furprifing effects from the 
bougies of M. Goulard, on the patients of the faid 
hofpital, and upon a man of fortune in the city of 
Touloufe,. who had tried before, thofe of Mr. Da. 
ran ; which he did not find anfwer fo well as thefe, 
of which I have heard many eminent in their pro- 
feffion, efpecially Mr. De La Pougade, fpeak with 
the greateit encomiums. 


Thefe few Obfervations, added to thofe 
which treat of Burns caufed by gun-powder, 
in the next Chapter, may appear fufficient to 
induce at leaft the practitioner to try the efi- 
cacy of the extract of Saturn againft burns : 
its ufe is not fo much to be dreaded as that 
of aftringent and ftimulating remedies; nor 
are there the fame inconveniencies attending: 
it, which refult from emollients, from plaifters 
which are termed defenfores, from black 
foap, and many other topics ; whofe bad ef- 
feéts, to my great furprize, have not engaged 
the mafters of the art to feck a more effica- 
cious remedy. 


Se Col TON’ FE 
THERE are few fubje&ts in furgery 


which merit more attention than fuch as treat 
of gun-fhot wounds. By thefe wounds are 
underftood fuch as are made by a ball, or | 
any other hard body, forced from the cavity 
of fire-arms by the explofion of ER 
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The bad effects of wounds from Freche 
may be confidered in three different points of 


view... I. If any part of our body is injured 


by an explofion of powder, nothing but a 
burn will enfue, which will be more or lefs 
violent, according to the quantity of powder 
exploded, the force with which it has ftruck 
and penetrated the parts, and the extent and 
nature of the parts burnt. 2. Balls, or any 
other body, fent out of fire-arms, do not al- 
ways caufe wounds, but fometimes only con- 
tufions, which are in general much to be 
feared, whether they are confidered only in 
themfelves, or with refpect to the fhock and 
commotion, which are often communicated 
from the contufed part to the whole frame. 

. The violence with which fire-arms expel 
the folid bodies pent up in them, may enable 
us eafily to comprehend, why the wounds 


which follow them are fo frequent. A view 


alone of thefe wounds is fufficient to prove, 
how dangerous they are 1n their nature: their 
lips and furface are not fmooth and uniform, 
as in thofe- made by a fharp inftrument, but 
the fleth 1s bruifed, unequally tore, and jagged. 
But it would detain us ‘from our prefent fub- 
ject, to give a long detail of the difference, 
fymptoms, complications, and effects of thefe 
difeafes. 

Now it is very certain, that nothing is lefs 
fixed, or more undecided, than the methods 
which have been and are now ufed in the 
treatment of gun-fhot wounds. Some, as 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ranby, an Englifh furgeon, récommend 
foftening with oil the firft drefling ; others, 
which is much the fame, ufe emollient ca- 
taplafms. ‘This is the general method, when 
they are attended with inflammation. Some 
make ufe of aromatic wine, when there is a 


contufion.and tumour : a practice which fuf- * 


ficiently agrees with the indication which 
ought to be fulfilled. Others, again, make 
ufe of fpirituous medicines, which may be of 
_fervice, when mixed with other ingredients ; 
but which, I believe, are always injurious, 
when applied alone, even in cafe of a morti- 
fication. ; 

I would not have fpoken fo. decifively 
againft the bad confequences of the common 
practice of treating this fpecies of wounds, 
had I not been well convinced of them. It 
is one of the moft interefting points in fur- 
gery, which we fhould by no means everlook, 
by fuffering ourfelves to be mifled by former 
practice, inftead of confidering how to im- 
prove upon it. 

The infallibility of the good effects of the 
extract of Saturn will fecure the practitioner, 
who fhall prefcribe it in the treatment of gun- 
fhot wounds, from the errors which attend 
the other methods hitherto adopted on the 


like occafions; for lam not afraid to affert, . 


that in a fhort time after the application of 
this medicine, the accidents ufually attend- 
ing thefe complaints, fuch as. inflammation, 
{welling, &c. will be diminifhed. 1 an 
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alfo thoroughly perfuaded, that by a proper 
attention in the application of our medicine, 
the cure of many gun-fhot wounds might be 
effected, which are ranked amonett thofe 
which require amputation. However, I do 
not pretend here to fpeak of fuch as are 
-caufed by violent fhocks, and attended with 
a lofs of fubftance in effential parts, injuries 
of the bowels, &c. 

What a confiderable lof do his Majefty’s 
troops fuffer, by the non-application of this 
extract, both in the field and hofpitals, where 
the wounded fwarm? We have neglected no- 
thing to make it public; and the moft fa- 
vourable experiments have juftified our opi- 
nion: yet by an inconceivable infatuation, its 
ufe is by no means fo general as it ought to 
be. Why have not modern authors, who 
have written ex profefio on gun-fhot wounds, 
and the manner of treating them, had can- . 
dour enough to acknowledge the infufi- 
ciency, or rather the danger, of the moft 
generally received procefies : ? If they would 
only take the trouble to make trials of our 
application, the good effects of which we 
cannot fufficiently extol, perhaps they woul 
be forced to declare in its favour. 


OBSERVATION I. 
. THE bifhop of Caftres, who has made ufe of 


my remedy for many years in his diocefe for the 
poor, has done me the honour to tell me, that a 
man, who had his hs body burnt with gun- 

powder, 
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powder, from the intenfe pain, threw himfelf into a 
river ; but he was fcarcely come out again, before 
the pains returned upon him with great violence. 
When ail other remedies had been made ufe of 
without effect, this prelate caufed compreiles of the 
vegeto-mineral water to be applied to the part. He 
was immediately freed from his fufferings, and 
cured in'a few days. ‘This fame gentleman like- 
wife informed me, that he had prefcribed this re- 
medy with the fame fuccefs to one of his domettics, 
who had by fome accident burnt his leg. 


OBSERVATION II. 


Communicated by Mr. SOULIER, Surgeon-major 
of the Regiment of Bigorre. 


A CORPORAL was burned with gun- 
powder, from the head to the epigaftric region. 
‘The two fuperior extremities had likewife fuffered, 
and his face was fo disfigured, that he could not 
be known. He was blooded as often as is ufual on 
fuch occafions, but nothing was applied except the 
vegeto-mineral water: he was regularly drefled 
three times a-day, and I took care to keep the 
comprefles moiftened with the above water. In 
five-and-twerity days my patient was cured without 
any ugly fear. | 


OBSERVATION II. 


A PROTESTANT Minifter, who had 
received a piftol-fhot on the fuperior part of the 
fore-arm, was conducted to the Citadel of this 
town. He was attended by Mr. Vatre, mafter- 
furgeon at Paris, and furgeon-major of the Norman 
regiment, who were unanimous in applying com- 
prefles dipped in the vegeto-mineral water to the 
part, thinking this method would be the moft effi- 
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cacious to fubdue the inflammation, and prevent a 
return of the hemorrhage, which was to be feared : 
this being accordingly done, the inflammation was 
‘abated before the next morning, and on the fourth 
day my patient was in a fair way of doing well. 


OBSERVATION IV. 


THE fon of Mr. Cavalier, a lawyer of this 
town, had part of his face burnt by a rocket. ‘The 
eye was fo much affected, that he was in danger of 
lofing it. I applied the cerate of Saturn to the part, 
and comprefies of the vegeto-mineral water over the 
whole. Soon after, the fwelling abated, and the 
‘tenth day my patient was fo recovered, that there 


was not a fingle grain of powder to be difcovered in 
the fkin. 


OBSERVATION V. 


Communicated by Mr. Devan, Surgeon-major 
of the Regiment of Breffe. 


A GUNNER, during the time he was 
ramming a cartridge into acannon, was fo un- 
Jucky as to have the powder take fire; and being at 
the mouth of the piece, he had half the fore-arm 
and hand burnt. ‘The fhock was fo great, that he 
loft all fenfation in the part. I contented myfelf 
with ordering the arm to be continued in a bath of - 
the vegeto-mineral water, and fome fpirits of wine, 
for fix hours fuccefively. “The day after my pa- 
tient was drefled with the cerate of Saturn, and in 
fourteen or fifteen days he was cured. N. B. Pre- 
vioufly to my applying the cerate, I covered the part 
-with comprefles dipped in the above water. 
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OBSERVATION VI. 


Communicated by Mr. BoucierE, of the Re- 
giment of Tour-du-Pin: 


AN officer of the Crown Regiment was wounded 
at the affair of Crevelt, by a ball, which entered the 
middle and external part of the arm, and came out 
on the other fide, without injuring the bone. Every 
thing that is ufually done on the occafion, was done 
for him. It was his lot to fall into my hands, 
and I cicatrized both wounds in a fhort time, by 
the application of the vegeto-mineral water. A 
comrade of his, who lay in the next bed, and was 
under the care of an affi{tant-furgeon, had the fame 
kind of wound ; but feeing his yet remaining open, 


_ petitioned to have privately given him fome of that 


excellent white liquor, which had contributed to 
cure his comrade .in fo fhort a time. I refufed 
it, left it fhould come to the knowledge of the 
affiftant-furgeon, who .certainly would not have 
thanked me: however, through compaffion, I 
ventured to give him fome of it, which he made 
ufe of every morning, after his ufual dreffing. He 
was cured in twelve days. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


On the Cure of a Fiftulous Ulcer, in confequence 
of a gun-foot Wound. By the fame. 


ONE REJOULY, ferjeant of the Regiment of 


Chartres, received a wound with a ball on the 


upper and external part of the thigh, which en- 


tered the fcrotum, and came out two fingers 


from the great trochanter, without injuring the 
bone. About fix weeks after this accident, he was 
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brought to the Hofpital of Andernaft, where I at- 
. tended him. I found that the wound, which had 
been made by the entry of the ball, was become 
‘fiftulous. I afked the patient, whether injections 
had been made ufe of? He informed me, that the 
wound had often been injected with barley-water 
‘and honey of rofes. From thence I refolved to in- 
ject fome of the vegeto-mineral water, which I 
compofed myfelf. After the fourth injection, there 
came out a piece of his breeches cloth, and the 
day following the wound was cicatrized. I faw 
the patient on his return from the baths, three 
months after, and he informed me, that the wound. 
-had never broke out. 
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On the Uje of the Extras of Saturn in ex- 
ternal Suppurations, and particularly in Ab- 
Jcefles and Ulcers. 


E now come to fuppurations; difeafes 
which are as common as they are often 
fatal: We underftand by external fuppura- 


tions, all thofe which, by figns, denote that — 


one or more parts of the body has fuppu- 
rated, whether the pus is ftill concealed, or 
whether it difcharges itfelf. : This furnifhes 
furer grounds for our diagnoftic. 

The fkin, mufcles, and above all the fat, 
are the principal feats of external fuppura- 
tions; but they often attack other parts that 
are fafceptible ‘of inflammation, fuch as are 
the membranes, aponeurofes, tendons, peri- 
ofteum, &c. 

The fuppuration of every part is generally 
preceded by a greater or lefs degree of in- 
flammation; and by this, chiefly, is a judg- 
ment to be formed of the violence of the 
fuppuration. 

Although it has been faid with a great deal 
of reafon, that fuppuration is the work of 
Nature; it. is not lefs true, that it may be 
retarded or promoted by art, according to 
the choice which is made of the medicines 


proper 
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proper for the occafion. This choice is not 
fo eafy as is generally imagined, and often 
gives rife to many inconveniences. ‘This 
fubjeét being fo very important, requires our 
particular attention... | 

… Emollients, on which we fufficiently dealt 
in fpeaking of Inflammations, are adopted 
by practitioners with at leaft equal inconveni- 
ences, in the greater part of threatened fup- 
purations. ‘They tread the beaten path, from 
which they think it unfafe to depart; but a 
clofer examination will prove to'us the infuf- 
ficiency and the danger of thefe emollient ap- 
plications, in the cafe now before us. : 

But to attempt to perfuade the generality 
of Surgeons not to overwhelm, if L'may fo 
fpeak, an inflamed part, which tends to fup- 
puration, with relaxing and ripening: cata- 
plafms, is to fpeak a language entirely con: 
trary to their ideas: But what will they fay, 
if I demonftrate to them, that without any 
opening, the purulent matter confined in the 
abfcefs may be carried off by refolution and 
tranfudation ? I do not hefitate to publifh 
thefe facts, though im appearance very fur- 
prifing, becaufe they are confirmed by in- 
numerable experiments: It may therefore 
be looked upon as a truth, that the extract 
of Saturn, applied in:its different forms on 


the fuppurated part, penetrates to the mat- 


ter, and by a very fingular action caufes thro’ 
the pores of the fkin a difcharge of pus, 
which is found upon the different dreflings ; 


by 
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by which means, without coming to any 
operation, the faid pus is by degrees difperfed, 
and the patient perfectly cured. No other 
reafon can be given for this phoenomenon, 
than by admitting the metallic particles to 
have a peculiar power of dilating the pores 
of the folid parts which furround the mat- 
ter ; and fo far attack and attenuate it, as to 
render it capable of pafling through thefe 
pores. A point of this importance requires 
{ome attention in reiterating the experiments, 
which have fo well fucceeded with me; and 
we cannot doubt of the efficacy of this ap- 
plication in inflammatory cafes, not yet 
brought to fuppuration, fince it has been at- 
tended with fuch fuccefs in actual fuppuration. 


The view of the furgeon, in drefling ul. 


cers, ought to be, to reduce them to a fim- 
ple wound ; and thisis attained by deterfion : 
after which ulcers, like wounds, wantonly a 
regeneration of flefh and fkin. The object 
of our work is not to enter here into difcuf- 
fions, which are often fruitlefs, concerning 
the manner of the growth of flefh, and for- 


_ mation of fkin; but ftopping at fomething 


more folid, we will remark, that in the treat- 
ment of ulcers, practical furgery has very 


little uniformity. One ufes the ointment of: 


_ Galien, when the ulcer is recent and pain- 


ful; others the balm of Arcæus alone, or 
mixed with bafilicon: others, in fine, diffe- 
rent ointments, digeftives, plaifters, &c. 


Now it appears that the relaxing ointment, as 


that 
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that of Galien, blunts the action of the vef 
fels, on which alone the cleanfing and heal- 
ing the ulcer depends ; from whence follow 
proud flefh, ill-digefted matter, &c. The 


other ointments, by a powerful irritation of 


the found veflels, add too much to their 
active power; from whence follow inflamma- 
tion, copious fuppurations, and fometimes a 
mortification ; or at leaft they confiderably 
retard the cure. 
If thefe different circumftances are feri- 
oufly confidered, we fhall be convinced, that 
in treating ulcers and fores, the choice of 
medicines ought to turn upon fuch as encreafe 
the elafticity of the veffels, without irritating : 
them. This is the effect of the extract of 
Saturn, which, if applied either as a wafh, or 
in the form of an ointment, as appears in the | 
Formule, prefently alleviates the pain of 
the moft fenfible and malignant ulcers, fa- 
vours their fuppuration, renders fluid the 
ftagnant humours in the obftructed veffels, 
and quickly brings the moft obftinate ulcers | 
to cicatrize. 
: What I have here advanced is founded up- 
on a thoufand obfervations and cures, that’ 
have been made both in our hofpital and o- 
thers. Befides, my practice is not very dif- 
ferent from that of the Hofpital of La Cha- 
rité at Paris;: for Mr. Faget the Elder, a 
furgeon of very great merit, affured me in 
the year 1751, that he conftantly ufed in that 
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the Tripharmacum ointment, whofe bafis is 
well known to be Lead. 

I own, notwithftanding, that the effects of 
the moft approved applications cannot cor- 
rect a corrofive {uppuration in a patient whoie 
blood is infected with a virus, againft which 
the known remedies have little or no effect : 
For in thefe cafes the greafe is melted, fi- 
nus’s and burrows are formed. But even in 
thefe our metallic remedy excels all others, in 
calming and curbing the acrimony of the fup- 
puration, in alleviating the cruel pains it ex- 
cites, prefcribing at the fame time limits to 
its bad effects, and taking off the bad fmell 
which is exhaled. Thus, “though the evil it- 
felf is incurable, great benefit may accrue 
from its application. 

I come now to the different methods that I 
daily follow, and have always followed, in the 
drefling of ulcers, beginning with fuch as are 
fimple and recent, and then going to thofe 
which are antient, callous, painful, putrid, 
ftinking, and RE FOUR 

There is nothing more eafy than the dref- 
fing of fimple ulcers; I mean fuch as are 


“wy 


occafioned by the opening of an abfcefs : for 


thefe we make ufe of wafhes of the vegeto- 

mineral water, and of injections of the fame, 

' when they are deep; we wet the pledgets 
and firft comprefs; and cover the former 

with the cerate, as in the F ormulæ : ; we drefs 

the fores twice a-day, and by purfuing this me- 
thod, the difeale is foon conquered, : 
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It is not the fame with old, foul, bleeding; - | 


horny, and fetid ulcers; they obftinately re- 
{ft ordinary applications, and even the beft 
prove ufelefs, without the indifpenfable 'pre- 
cautions we take in their treatment. : If we 
attend to the nature of thefe ulcers, and their 
offenfive and corrofive fuppuration, we fhall 
be able to judge of the difficulty of their 
cure; for if they are only drefied twice a-day, 
this corrofive fuppuration deftroys and de- 
vours, I may fay in a few moments, the 
action ef the moft ‘excellent applications. 


Having learned from experience, that: the. 


extract of Saturn, mixed with common wa- 
ter and brandy, in the quantity that will be 
mentioned in its place, is not only fovereien 


in preventing putrefaction, cleanfing ywetoles - 


ing, calming; but has the mented fingular 
virtue of blunti ing the acrimony of the moft 
bloody and corrofive fuppurations; I cannot 
think any other remedy can with equal fuc- 
cefs be applied to the cure of old ulcers. I 
_drefs with the ointment I have already men- 
tioned, taking care to wafh the ulcer with 


the vegeto-mineral water a little warm, with - 


which the pledgets and comprefies are to be 
wetted, and to moiften every hour the band- 
ages with the faid water. 

"By following this method, [have not only 
cured the moft obftinate and inveterate ul- 
cers, but many others of the profeffion have 
met with equal fuccefs, as will be feen in the 


Obfervations. But I muft here anticipatean - 


objection 
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objeétion that will neceffarily be made me, 
and of which I am fenfible myfelf. 

There are ulcers, which are looked upon 
as drains, by which the blood is purified, and 
which give rife, when attempted to be cured, 
to a reflux of vicious matter into the mafs, 
the confequence of which is much more to be 
dreaded than the ulcer itfelf. This difficulty 
being founded on experience, appears at firft 
unanfwerable ; however, I dare affirm, that 
it makes nothing againft the method which I 
practife. It is certain, in the treatment of 
venereal ulcers, with medicines that have not 
an anti-venereal quality, we only obtain an.il- 
lufory cure; and though we make the ulcer 
difappear, we cannot eradicate the caufe. It 
is equally certain, that irritating applications, 
repellers, and others of that nature, cannot 
contribute to heal old ulcers without giving 
occafion to a reflux of vicious matter into the 
blood; and I am well perfuaded, that but 
a very little of this offenfive and corrofive 
matter muft produce the worit effects. But 
the reproaches which thefe remedies we have 
been {peaking of fo juftly merit, cannot be 
given to our metallic one. It does not act 
by repulfion, nor does it occafion any reflux 
of matter, as it fets in motion the ftagnated 
humours, which choaked up the edges of the - 
ulcer, and produces an external fuppuration ; 
it gently ftimulates the found flefh, adds to 
. its. fpring, and cleanfes at the fame time 

that it blunts the acrimony of bad fuppura- 
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tions. Thus the pains are abated, and all 
the bad fymptoms, which generally attend 
malignant ulcers, which it effectually cures, 
by deftroying the caufe, which I fuppofe 
TO BE LOCAL. What I have here advanced, 
is founded upon fifteen years experience; fo 
I think it may be depended upon. 

However, I do not pretend to banifh, in 
the treatment of ulcers, the general or parti- 
cular remedies proper to deftroy the viru- 
lence that may be found in the blood, and 


which is often the cauie of bad fuppurations. 


But in general it is worth while remarking, 
that old and callous ulcers are commonly 
produced by the neglect of fome incon- 
fiderable fore at firft, or-of fome inflammation 
that had come to fuppuration ; which by bad 
treatment often degenerates into an incurable 
ulcer. Now we are not afraid to affert, that 
our metallic remedy is as fovereign in thefe 
kinds of ulcers; as mercury is in the venereal 
difeafe ; nor have we ever {een any bad effects 
from it. I thought this preamble neceflary 
to deftroy antient prejudices, which are fo 
deeply rooted in mens minds, and which it 
is no eafy tafk to remove. I now come to 
the Obfervations. 


{ 
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OBSERVATION I, 
Communicated by Mr. Espimas. 


Mr. DURAND, a cutler of this town, went 
to Mr.Efpinas, a pupil of mine, to affuage the 
violent pains of an ulcer, which extended from the 
middle of his leg to the lower part of the malleo- 
lus internus ; an infupportab'e, cadaverous ftench 
Hiued from it, and the edges were hard, callous, 
and turned back; the whole was of a livid colour, 
bordering upon black: the patient had been trou- 
bled with it for forty years, during which time 
many furgeons had undertaken the cure. ‘The 
violence of the pain did not fuffer him to enjoy 
any eafe day or night; he was incapable of any 
exercife, and never quitted his bed, but to be 
carried into his chair. Mr. Efpinas, who had 
daily been a witnefs of the good effects of our 
remedy, in the Military Hofpital, did not hefitate to 
make ufe of it. He drefled the patient after the 
manner already defcribed ; in three hours time the 
pain was abated, and in four-and-twenty gone off. 
‘The fmell of the pus changed by degrees, and 
ceafed to be offenfive. In fhort, in lefs than two 
months, the ulcer was deterged, confolidated, and 
cicatrized, without any inconvenience to the pa- 
tient ; who is now as able to attend his bufinefs, 
as ever. } 


OBSERVATION Il. 


One MEJAN, a fervant, came to confult me 
about a fcrophulous, fordid, and fetid ulcer, which 
he had under his right ear. I looked upon the 

n V'ORRLRE ulcer 
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ulcer as venereal, and in confequence, ordered 
him to bathe it, and ufe mercurial frictions, 
which inftead of relieving, encreafed the diforder. 
‘This ulcer continued to corrode the adjacent 
parts ; it penetrated to the internal part of the ear, 
and the cheek of the fame fide: he was drefled with 
our cerate, and the vegeto-mineral water, with 
which the ulcerated part was wafhed many times a 
day, over which comprefies were laid, wetted in 
the fame. ‘This remedy diminifhed the pain, but 
not the ulcer; upon which the patient was obliged 
to go to Bareges ; from whence he returned, after 
along ftay, without being cured. Upon his ar- 
rival at Montpellier, he came again to confult me. 
I told him that my remedy was beft adapted to 
his cafe, but at the fame time, that great attention 
was to be paid to the dreffings, which ought to 
be very frequent. By following my advice, he had 
the fatisfaétion of feeing the ulcer gradually dimi- 
nifh; and in fix weeks time he was perfectly 
cured, 

Since the writing of this Obfervaticn, many 
ulcers have appeared in different parts of his body, 
as upon the fhoulder, neck, and head; in which 
parts-the bones are difcoverable for a confiderable 
extent, Our medicine always effected the cure of 
this evil, although unaflifted by a regular regimen. 
It is true, that a fmail ulcer yet remains, and 
many more are to be apprehended; but as the 
_fource of the evil confifts in a vicious ftate of t'e 
blood and juices, it will eafily be allowed that the 
credit of our medicine will by no means be hurt 
upon that account; fince it has brought about, 
both in regard to this man as well as many others, 
every thing that could be reafonably expected - 
from it, | 
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OBSERVATION. UL 
One ANTHONY FABRE, a foldier in 


the royal regiment of cavalry, came to the hofpi- 
tal in the year 1756, to be cured of two ulcers; 
one of which was feated on the pofterior and mid- 
die part of his right leg, the other on the upper 
and internal part of his right hand. | 

‘Thefe ulcers were of the moft malignant kind, 
with very callous edges’; and the fuppuration was 
of fo bad a quality, that it corroded all the neigh- 
‘bouring parts : ‘That on the lez had deftroyed part 
‘of the mufculi-gemini; and tie one on tie hand, 
the mufculiinteroffei. The matter had penetrated 
through the hand; the flexor tendons of the fingers 
were laid bare; the patient fuffered exetuclating 
pains ; and the whole was horrible to the eye. 
He told us, that fuch had been his fituation for 
two years paft, which gave reafon to fufpeét that 
it proceeded from a fcrophulous habit of body ; 
many furgeons had undertaken his cure; and his 
pittance being {pent in fearch of it, he refolved to 
get into the hofpital. 

I ordered him to be dreffed according to my 
wfual method: the ulcer was injected with our’ 
liquor, and the pledgêts covered with the cerate ; 
the comprefles dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, 
were often moiitened, and the drefiings conftantiy 
changed twice a day. In eight days, there was a 
great change for thy better ; ‘put the patient having 
given fome reafon to fufpect, that they micht 
have been produced by a venereal caufe, I pre- 
pared him for the frictions by a proper bath. 
: Before the ufe of the mercury, the cure was much 
advanced, and compleated before the mercury took 
effect. -Many who followed me in my vifits, were: 
furprifed at this cure, and were no leis fo at the, 
celerity with which it had been performed. 
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OBSERVATION IV. 
Mr. RYMBAUL, purfer to the king’s fhips, 


came to me in the year 1755, to be cured of an 
ulcer in each leg, with which he had been afflicted 
for twenty years paft, and had hitherto been deemed 
incurable, ‘Thefe ulcers were of the malignant 
kind, their edges hard and callous, the ‘fuppura- 
tion very offenfive; and the whole was attended 
with violent pains, an inflammatory heat, and 
tumefaction. I treated this patient in the 
fame manner I had done the former, except the 
mercurial friétions : and I own fhould have been 
furprized with this cure, had I not been eye-wit- 
nefs of the former. In fix weeks he was perfectly 
well, and able to return home. : 


OBSERVATION V. 
A SOLDIER of the regiment of Burgundy, 


had been afflicted for feven years with an ulcer 
in the middle part of his leg. Its edges were 
hard and callous; he had been falivated without 
fuccefs ; but by a methodical drefling, fuch as we 
have above defcribed, the ulcer was perfectly cured 
in a very fhort time. | 


OBSERVATION VI. 
A WOMAN with child had fome confiderz 


able ulcers round the vulva, which caufed infup- 
portable pains, that no medicine could calm. 
Being well aflured they were not venereal, I pre- . 
fcribed my medicine, which gave her eafe, and 
pérformed the cure. 


OBSERVATION VIL. 


A DRUGGIST of Genoa had an inflam- 
matcry ulcer on his leg, of a long flanding. I 
| cured 
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cured him in eight or ten days by the ufe of my 
medicine. 


OBSERVATION VIII. 


Mr. DUBRUEIL, lieutenant-colonel of the 
regiment of Belloy, defired I would pay a vifit to 
the major of the fame regiment, who had five 
{crophulous ulcers‘in his arm, attended with great 
inflammation. ‘They had been drefled for feveral 
years, without alteration for the better. .I under- 
took the cure of this patient, whom I treated as 
the former. He foon found eafe: in ten days four 
of the ulcers were cicatrized; and the fifth, which 
was fituated on the protuberance of the fhoulder, 
was cured in fifteen. 


OBSERVATION Ix. © 
Communicated. | 
Mr. BRUGYERE, furgeon of Saumiere, 
has informed me by letter, that after treating 
without fuccefs a fcrophulous ulcer, for three 
months fucceflively, he at laft very foon conqueied 
it, with the affiftance of my remedy. 


OBSERVATION X. 
| Communicated. 

Mr. ROLLAND, furgeon-major of the 
régiment of Mailli, told me, that he had cured in 

a fhort time with my medicine, an ulcer, attended 
se a caries, which had originally proceeded from 
a whitloe,.and had baffled the {kill of pren fur 
geons for nine months. 


_ OBSERVATION XL 


Communicated, 


Mr. SEGUI wrote to me from Spain, that 
he had by the fame means cured the farmer-gene- 
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ral of his Catholic Majefty of ulcers in his legs — 
with which he had been afflicted for above twenty 
rears, and which had difabled him from walking. 
Mr. Segui adds, that he had not only brought the 
above ulcers to cicatrize, by means of the extract 
of Saturn, but had alfo been witnefs of the patient’s 
making ufe of his legs, which he had not been able 
to do for many years patt. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


Communicated. 


Mr. REGIS, a furgeon of this town, faw a 
girl of nine years of age, of: a very delicate con- 
{titution, who was troubled with a tumour on her 
neck, as big as one’s fit. He made ufe of every re- 
medy he thought was proper to difperfe it; dread-. 
ing its coming to fuppuration, and leaving a filtu- 
lous ulcer, which is generally the confequence, 
But notwithftanding his care, the tumour fuppu- 
rated ; and upon opening it, he difcovered many 
fchirrhous glands. ‘I’he ulcer could never be brought 
to cicatrize, upon account of the flefh, which was - 
become flaccid and fungous. ‘The matter it dif- 
charged was thin, and its acrimony brought an 
inflammation on the part. After two months 
drefling, two puftules appeared, which contained a 
yellowifh corrofive fluid: the ulcer, whofe borders 
were become cal'ous, and like thofe of malignant 
ones, fpread further. Barege, lime-water, and every 
thing elfe was made ufe of without fuccefs. This 
induced Mr. Regis to have recourfe to the extract . 
of Saturn’; which, in feven or eight days, gave the: 
wound a different. afpect, and healed it in a very 


fhort time. | 
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OBSERVATION XII. 


Communicated by. Mr. Deypier, Surgeon-majar 
+ of the Corfican Régiment of Cavalry. 


_ A SOLDIER, who had a carious ulcer om 
the leg, has been Cited by the extract of Saturn, 
‘after every other medicine which could be thought 
af, had faled. Being well convinced that my 
patient had no bad humour in his blood, I put 
“him under a proper regimen, and ordered him to: 
‘keep his bed: | purged him from time to time,, 
‘and took «care to remove all the proud Heth from 
the fore, which I wafhed three or four times a day 
witn the extract, modified according to the {tate 
of the ulcer; whofe afpect was hideous, when I 
frit ‘undertcok the care. ‘The officers, who had 
determined to difcharge this man, as one incapable 
of férvice, were witnefles of the Cure. with. no, 
fmall degree of aftonifhinent. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


Communicated à y Mr. BEGON, one of the princt- 
pal Surgeons of St. Hippolitus s Hofpital. 


~ HAVING been witnefs at the Royal Hofp'tal at 
Montpellier, of the furprifing effects of the extract 
of Saturn, I thought a proper opportunity offered. 
of trying it On a caries, which ae eked the right 
fide of the lower end of the bone of the lez, and 
which had fpread to the head of the firft bone of 
the metatarfus, and’to the third Sone of the tarfus : 
this caries was accompanied: with many finufe:, 
along the upper part of the foot. I injeG&ed the 

extract of Saturn without inodityi nga it, and, applied 
it: to the bones by means of pledgets. Phe fuc- 
cefs was fo fudden and a{tonifhing, that I thought: 
pals bound to make the particulars known. 
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OBSERVATION, XV. 


Communicated. by Mr. BRUGYERE, Surgeon- 
major of the Regiment of Tour-du-Pin. 
A SOLDIER of the regiment of Mailly had 


been troubied, for four or five years paft, with a 
cancerous: ulcer, which occupie all the anterior 
part of the leg, with a tumefaction of the middle 
part of the tibia. I gave hima bottle of the vegeto- 
mineral water, and defired him to wet the com- 
prefies, when he found them dry; and, as he had 
the advantage of being near a ftove, he warmed the 
water. My patient followed punctually my or- 
ders: in about four or five days, I perceived the 
elges of the ulcer much cleaner, the bottom red, 
and the vacancies filled up with good flefh; and 
that, by perfeverance, he was in a “fair way of be- 
ing cured. In fine, after a month’s application of 
this medicine, he was not only freed from this 
ulcer, but likewife from the tumefaction of the 
tibia. Of this fact, Mr. Laroque, phyfician to 
the army and to the hofpital at Duifbourgh, was 
an eye-witnefs. ‘This phyfician could” not help 
mentioning the cure; and attefted it, by a me- 
moir, which I fent to Monf. De Paulmy, then 
{ecretary at war, who did me the honour to write 
me a letter upon the occafion, which I {tll pre- 
ferve. 


I was not afraid of advancing in the pre- 
lude to this chapter, that my medicine had 
often proved fuccefsful in difperfing abfceñles, 
after they had fuppurated. The following 
Obfervations will help to prove Wise I have 
faid upon the occafion, 
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OBSERVATION L | 
Of an Abfce/s cured by Refolution. 
Ont ANTHONY MONTON, foldier of the 


regiment of Haynault, in Denin’s company, came 
to the Royal Hofpital, with a bubo on the groin 
as big as one’s fift: the fluctuation was very dif- 
tinct. Acataplafm, made with bread and the vegeto 
mineral water, was applied to the grievance.. Soon 
after, avery copious difcharge of pus was perceived 
“upon the drefiings; the tumour daily diminifhed, 
and in a month’s time was entirely difperfed. 


OBSERVATION IL. 
On the fame fubjed. 


A SOLDIER of the regiment of Vaftan came 
to the Royal Hofpital with a venereal bubo, which 

had been long drefled. with every medicine that was 
thought proper to difperfe it. Piast frictions had 
been made ufe of; but nothing could prevent its 
fuppuration. The fluctuation was very diftinét 
when he came to the hofpital. As I-had often feen 
many of thefe tumours difperfed by my medicines, I 
applied a cataplafm made with bread and the 
vegeto-mineral water. In four-and-twenty hours 
time the fluctuation was fenfibly diminifhed, and 
in a very fhort time the refolution was beyond all 
difpute. Some phyficians, and many ftudents, were 
witnefles of this fact. I faw the fame thing happen 
foon after to a foldier of Bearn, 


I have advanced nothing here, which cans 
not be witneffed by others of the faculty, 
Mr. Bounhiol, M.D. has juft informed me, 
that he has cured by refolution, with my re- 
| | medy, 
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medy, ‘* many buboes in the groin and arm- 
“¢ pits, where the fuppuration was eftablifhed.” 
Thefe are his own words, 


SE Sopa ela Po INR 


On the Afion of the Extra of Saturn on 
Fiftulas and fftulous Sinuffes. 


WHATEVER be the nature of the 
‘matter of an abfcefs, and in whatever part of 
the body it is found, a difcharge is always to 
be encouraged and promoted by incifion; for 
when it has been lodged for any time, it 
never fails to open a “paffage. to thofe parts 
where it meets with leaft refiftance. Now 
as the oppofition from the fkin 1s much greatet 
than that from the parts below it, it is not 
furprifing that matter, which has no external 
vent, fhould attack the adipofe membrane, 
and the mufcles themfelves; thereby occa- 
fioning fimuffes, hard tumours, callofities, 
and fometimes a caries of fuch bones as are 
found near it. 

A judicious practice might ete thefe 
accidents, which too frequently attend the 
common methods of cure. To this end the 
ufual applications, in inflammations, muft be 
abfolutely laid afide, and ours fubftituted in 
their ftead, either ina cataplaim, lotion, or 
otherwife. By this:means, the inflammation 
may be removed, or if fuppuration cannot 
be prevented, it may be at. leaft confined to 

narrow 
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narrow.bounds. When this laft is the cafe, 
we mutt lofe no time in procuring a difcharge, 
by an opening, proportioned to the quantity 
of the pent-up matter; that done, our cerate 
is to be applied, and the wound wafhed with 
the vegeto-mineral water, in which the com- 
prefles are to be dipped: by this method it 
will be foon cicatrized. 


OBSERVATION I. 


OnE CHARLES HERBILLO N, called 
the Tulip, a foldier of the regiment of Soiffonois, 
had three fiftulous ulcers; one, in the middle of 
the coronal future of a confiderable extent, the 
fecond on the middle part of the right parietal bone, 
and the third near the coronal future: the bones of 
each were vilible. Thefe three ulcers were owing to 
encyfted tumours, which had broke of themfelves, 
‘The, patient was free from any venereal taint. I 
ordered lotions to be made of the vegeto-mineral 
water, and the cerate to be poured into the finufies, 
with which the pledgets were covered; the patient 
was drefled twice a day, and he took care himfelf 
to moiften the dreflings. He was cured in three- 
and-twenty days. 


OBSERVATION II. 


SOME years ago a foldier came to confult 
me, fora fiftulous ulcer, which he had in the in- 
fide of his hand: this ulcer was attended with many 
finufles, and proceeded from a fuppuration, which 
had laid bare the flexor tendons of the fingers, 
The injection of our liquor, and the application 
of the cerate, cured him in lefs than fifteen days. 


- 
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OBSERVATION IIL. 


A NEPHEW of Mr. Guifcard, Commiffary 
at War at Genoa, had been afflicted for many 
years with a fiftula, which penetrated one of the 
maxillary finus’s. It was owing to the drawing of 
atooth. It was injected for a month with the ve- 
geto-mineral water, and cured. 


OBSERVATION IV. 


Communicated. 


Mr. REGIS, furgeon, of this town, was fent 
for to a lady, who had a iiftulous ulcer in the in+ 
ferior and internal part of the leg, which had been 
occafioned by an erifipelas, which had fuppurated. 
The patient had kept her bed for fix weeks, and 
would never confent to have the ulcer laid open. 
‘There were many callofities round its edge, and a. 
confiderable tumefaction. Having introduced a 
probe into the fftula, a fanious matter was dif- 
charged, and three finus’s were difcovered, of three 
fingers breadth each, which ran in different direc- 
tions. As an incifion was not approved of, we 
were obliged to keep the wound open by tents. 
Mr. Regis then made ufe of my extract, which he 
injected ; but thinking this method tedious, he had 
recourfe to the green balfam, and Bareges water : 
but he was foon obliged to lay afide thefé remedies, 
and return to mine, on account of an erifipelatous 
inflammation, which he difperfed very foon with 


the vegeto-mincral water. He had foon. after the: 


fatisfaétion of feeing the bad fymptoms difappear., 
and the ulcer cicatrize. 
OBSERVATION V. 


| OxE TOULOUSE, fervant to the Count de 


Montcan, was troubled with an incompleat fiftula, 
a. which 


a 
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which had its opening outwards, about a finger’s 
* breadth from the margin of the anus. Having pro- 
pofed the operation to him, he told me, he could 
fubmit to no remedy which would oblige him to 
keep his-bed; but that he was willing to try any 
one that would not interfere with his bufinefs. I 
judged from experience, that he might reap fome 
benefit from injections of the vegeto-mineral water, 
the application of the pomatum, and comprefles 
dipt in the extract of Saturn, ‘The remedy fuc- 
ceeded to our wifhes, as will appear by the account 
he has fent to Mr. Savage and myfelf. | 

‘€ Not having it in my power to obferve the pro- 
# per hours for the dreflings, I took care when I 
<< went to bed, to apply a comprefs dipped in the 
“ liquor. I perceived that it continued daily to be 
< lefs covered with pus, and that in proportion to 
S* my application of this water, the fuppuration di- 
 minifhed: it was even ftopped in fifteen days time, _ 
‘6 and I was juft well when I was obliged to ride 
 poft; but by perfevering in the ufe of this me- 
*¢ dicine, I found myfelf perfectly cured, notwith- 
S ftanding I had rode one-hundred-and-fifty miles, 


OBSERVATION VI. 
Communicated, 


I CURED), at Marfeil'es, a girl of a fiftula in 
the bottom of her foot, which fhe had had for five 
years, by repeated injections of the vegeto-mineral 

‘water, and a comprefs dipped in the fame, The 
cure was performed in twenty days. 
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CHAP. IV. 


On Cancers, whether occult or ulcerated; and of 
the Action of the Exiraëf of Saturn againft 
shefe Complaints. 


he is a received opinion among phyficians 
and furgeons, that external applications 
are ufelefs, and generally dangerous, in the 
treatment of cancerous tumours. This opi- 
nion is adopted by practitioners of the higheft 
reputation. Mr. Van Swieten, in his Com- 
mentaries on the Aphorifms of Boerhaave, 
declares himfelf of Hildanus’s opinion, 
whofe Obfervations prove, that plaifters of 
mucilage and melilot, mild as they are, aug 
ment the rednefs and pain of a cancer as of- 
ten as applied. ‘This obfervation, fays the 
illuftrious Commentator, juftifies the apho- 
rifm of Hippocrates, who teaches us not to 
attempt the cure of occult cancers. We 
likewife find in Hildanus, and in other Obfer- 
vations, a number of examples which con- 

firm the truth of Hippocrates’s opinion. 
This opinion, fo univerfally adopted, is the 
caufe of thefe unhappy fufferers being left a 
facrifice to the moft horrible pains, which no 
medicine can calm, and which frequently 
conduct them to their graves. From hence 
one 


CANE R SET A : 9 
one may judge of what importance it would 
be to difcover a medicine, capable not only 
of relieving, but even of curing this other- 
wife invincible and cruel diforder. Now I 
have the comfort to think, that I have dif- 
covered fuch a medicine in the extract of 
Saturn, applied in the different forms which 
are fpecified in the following Obfervations. 
The effeéts which I have feen, and thofe 
which my brethren have experienced, entitle 
me to affirm it; and I beg thofe of the pro- 
feflion to examine its effects without preju- 
-dice. It is no new fyftem to apply the pre- 
parations of Lead in ulcerated cancers; every 
One knows how ftrongly they have been re- 
commended, and this confideration alone 
feems to indicate their ufe in occult ones; 
efpécially during their commencement. The 
reafons which forbid plaifters, and other ex- 
ternal applications, are of no force when 
urged againft the ufe of this extract, by 
way of lotion, or cataplafm ; becaufe fo far 
rom fhutting up the pores of the fkin; it 
helps to open them; very far from heating 
the difeafed part, it cools it; far from exaf- 
perating and irritating, it helps to quiet. 
Again, by getting to the bottom of the 
grievance, it gives motion to the infpiffated 
and ftagnated fluids, without any inconve- 
-nience refulting from it; and if the applica- 
tion is continued, the cancerous tumour is 
obferved to difperfe, or at leaft it gives eafe 
to the patient, which is no fmall point gained. 

| But 
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But we are not to neglect internal remedies 
during the external ufe of the extract of Sa- 
turn. Jlook upon this remedy, with refpect 
to the greater part of external complaints, 
and particularly for the treatment of fchir- 
rhous tumours, as I do the preparations of 
fteel for the removing of obftructions. and 
complaints of the bowels; or thofe of mer- 
cury for the venereal difeate ; but with this 
diftinction, that the efficacy of the different 
preparations of Lead is more to be depended 
on, than thofe of fteel for fchirrhous tu- 
mours and obftructions, which every one 
knows often baffle them. 


I fhall place at the head of my Of 


tions on this fubject, a letter written to the 
wife of the Intendant of Languedoc, by a 
lady of her acquaintance, who had applied 
my remedy to the cure of a canoes with 
which fhe was afflicted, 


OBSERVATION I. 


«€ THE extract of Saturn, Madam, does won= 
6e ders: pray fend me fome more of it. The po- 
<< matum has likewife been of great fervice. I was 
“< at firft afraid of the pure extract ; but though it 
has been applied only twice, it has done all that 
could be reafonably expected, fo that now the 
*¢ wound is clean and fenfible.” 


OBSERVATION H- 


I WA S fent for to Agde, to two religious wo- 
men, one of whom had an ulcerated, the other an 
occult cancer. “The firft of théfe cancers indicated 

the 
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the operation, but a confiderable tumefaétion of the 
axillary glands rendered it unfafe. Depending on 
the efficacy and activity of my remedy in removing 
obitruétions, I applied it in form of a cataplafm, 
and undertook the operation, which the patient 
bore with great refolution. When the fuppuration 
was eftablifhed, and [ obferved a favourable change 
in the glands, I returned home. Soon after, Mr. 
Coite, a phyfician of this town, who attended them 
conftantly, and was thereby a judge of the effects 
of my medicine, wrote to me the following letter. 
Our religious continues well, is grown fat, 
and does not find any inconvenience in adhering 
« ftridtly to the rules of the convent. She con- 
€ ftantly takes afs’s milk, morning and night. The 
*¢ wound of the breaft is clofed of itfelf, without 
€ being attended with the leaft bad confequence ; 
‘6 and, thanks to your remedy, the axillary glands 
are void of fwelling ; which you know was not 
the cafe before the operation. 

As to fifter D’Auby, the cataplafms made 
with the vegeto-mineral water, which have been 
continued for thefe fix months, have entirely 
difperfed the {welling of the glands; and it is 
only at certain times, that fhe finds any incon- 
venience from them; which is fo trifling, that I 
make no doubt but a continuation of the above 
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{tore her to her former ftate of health.” 


OBSERVATION III: 


Communicated by. Mr. Avencry, Surgeon- 
major of the Fort du Brefcon. - 


NOT long ago I cured, by means of the ex- 
tract of Saturn, two occult cancers in two perfons 
_ of diftinétion. Some time before I undertook a 
third, which afflicted a perfon about four-and- 
M | . twenty 


cataplafins, for fome time longer, will foon re- : 
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twenty years of age. In fifteen days time the tu- 4q 


mour was confiderably diminifhed, and foon after 
entirely difperfed. 


OBSERVATION IV. 
Communicated. 
Mr: PECHAGUT LiÉbèse me from St. Ni- 


cholas de La Grave, that he works miracles with 
my medicine; and among the numberlefs cures he 
has performed, that one is very remarkable: It was 
on a child, who hada cancerous ulcer on its cheek, 

on which Mr. Pechagut applied our vegeto-mineral 
water ; by which means the ulcer was confolidated - 
in twelve days, to the no fmall aftonifhment of 
every one. 


OBS#RVATION 4 


Communicated by Mr. Diprer, Surgeon-major 
of the Royal Corfican Regiment. 


DURING my ftay at Antibes, I was defired — 
to vifit Mr. Merle, of this town, who was afflicted 
with a cancer, which was partly ulcerated and 
partly occult. I covered the pledgets with the 
pure ‘extract of Saturn; the comprefles were dipped 
in the water, and I ak care to wath the ulcer well 
with it. In a few days there was a change for the 
better. Being obliged at that time to join my re- _ 
giment, I left the patient in a fair way of doing 
well. 


OBSERVATION VI. i 
THE under cook-maid belonging to Mr, Le 


Prevôt, about fourteen or fifteen years of age, had 
‘a confiderable tutfour in one of her breafts, which 
was very hard, and of an unpromiling appearance. 

- She 
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She was: brought to me.. I ordered cataplafms of 
bread and the vegeto-mineral water; by the re- 
newal of which three or four times a-day, fhe was 
cured in a fortnight. 


OBSERVATION VIL. 


THE daughter of one Henri, a gardener, about 
twelve or fifteen years of age, had received a blow 
on one of her breafts, which had given rife to a 
confiderable tumour. I ordered cataplafms of 
bread and the vegeto-mineral water, and in ten or 
twelve days fhe was cured. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


Ont JANE DE RIUSSE, wife of Vedel, a 
baker of this town, in about her forty-fixth year, 
had been afflicted with a fchirrhous, unequal, fhin- 
ing tumour on her left breaft, for fome years paft ; 
but fhe had paid no attention to it, on account of 
its indolence. On the ftoppage of the menfes, it 
turned to an occult cancer. In four or five months 
it made fome progrefs ; and pains, from which fhe 
had been hitherto free, now began to torment her, 
and at laft to be very fharp and piercing. She 
fhewed it to me, and feemed the more diftrefled at 
her fituation, as fhe had before confulted Mefieurs 
Chaptal, Pellifion, and Giraud the Elder, my con- 
frere, who all looked upon it a confirmed cancer, 

The effects which I had feen my metallic re. 
medy produce, in many fimilar cafes, induced me 
to prefcribe a cataplafm ef bread and the vegeto- 
mineral water, which I ordered her to renew 
three or four times in four-and-twenty hours, and 
to obferve a proper regimen; to take herb broths, 
and thin whey in the morning. ‘The patient, after 
a fhort time, found herfelf better ; fhe fhewed me 
the tumour, which I found diminifhed ; and though 
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fhe neglected both the application of the cataplafin 
and the regimen I had prefcribed, I perceived a 
gradual diminution of the evil; the pains left her, 
and in about two months fhe was perfectly cured. » 


RE FLECTTON 


From this Obfervation, joined with many 
others; confequences may be drawn of the 
moft beneficial kind; for they ferve to prove 
by experiments, how much thofe are, and 
have been, to blame, who forbid external ap- 
plications on cancers, whether in their com- 
mencement, or after they are confirmed. 
But the greateft advantages of all are their 
methods of cure. We cannot fay too much 
to prove our affertions, feeing our opinion 
contradicts that of the greateft men; and 
that it is by obfervations and reiterated ex- 
periments only, we can bring others to the, 
fame way of thinking with ourfelves. 

% 
OBSERVATION IX. 
By Mr. Broquenop the Younger, A. M. and 
Student in Surgery. 


A SOLDIER, of the regiment of Butbachiay; 
éame to the Hotel Dieu at Montpellier, afAiéted 
with a hard inflammatory tumour on the pofterior 
‘and lower part of the right thigh; it extended 
‘three or four fingers breadth above the ham, and 
about an inch below it. The furgeon of the ward 
examined the tumour, and feeing 1 it did not tend to 
refolution, he applied a cataplafin of bread ‘and 
“water. ‘This was continued for four days without  ! 
; any . 
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any vifible alteration, as it neither difperfed, nor 
looked as if it would come to fuppuration : on the 
contrary, it rather feemed to grow harder, which 
determined him to apply refolvents, He then or- 
dered a plaifter of Vigo, mucilage and diabotanum. 
This was continued for eight days without any di- 
minution of the tumour, which he likewife pump- 
ed with bran-water : but all was ineffectual. A ca- 
taplafm was then applied of bread and vegeto-mi- 
neral water, which had fo good an effect, that in 
a week’s time the tumour was fo far difperfed, that 
there was not the leaft mark of it remainin 
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CHAP. VY. 


On Sprains, Stiffnefs of the Foints, and Relax: 
ation of the Ligaments, and of the Effect of 
the Extra& of Saturn on thefe Diforders. 


i; anne of the joints may be occa- 

fioned by a redundancy or thicknefs 
of fynovia, or that fluid which Nature has 
provided to keep them fupple. This may 
proceed from various caufes, both external 
and internal. TI fhall not enter into a detail of 
them, as the only object I have in view is to 
mention fuch facts as may prove of fervice 
to the Gentlemen of the Profeffion and their 
patients, 

It is allowed on all hands, that a redun- 
dancy of this fluid, when once fixed, is not 
eafily removed; and it is equally certain that 
the ‘applications hitherto made ufe of to re- 
folve it, have often proved ufelefs : and that 
in courfe of time, its hardnefs and confift- 
ency render the difeafe abfolutely incurable. 

Our application is the true fpecific for ef- 
fe&ing a refolution of this kind of tumours, 
efpecially in the beginning. In the courfe 
of a long practice, I have always experien- 
ced it to be effectual in cafes where this fluid 
was thickened, whether in the Joints or in- 

volucra 


Li 


oP RA PN 5, on 69 
volucra of the tendons, even when the fharp- 
nefs of the humour had occafioned gouty 
fwellings. However, what I have advanced, 
is not grounded on my own obfervations on- 
ly, but on thofe of many praétitioners ; as 
will afterwards appear. Before I enter upon 
the facts which I have to mention, I think 
myfelf obliged to declare, that we owe to the 
Marechal De Richelieu the perfection of the 
remedy which we employ for the cure of 
fuch diforders in the joints, as are occafioned 
by the thicknefs of the fluid lodged in their 
cavities. The addition of foap to the other 
ingredients of the pomatum, of which we 
fhall give an account in its proper place, was 
invented at Genoa by that illuftrious noble- 
man. It was with this pomatum I made a 
cure, in the year 1748, of which I fhall give 
a detail, and which is one of the moft iur- 
prifing of the kind that was ever performed, 

2. Our remedy is alfo admirable in ail 
cafes where the ligaments of the articulations 
are relaxed, whether the caufe which pro- 
duced that relaxation be external or internal, 
general or particular, &c. 

3. Every body knows what is meant:by. 
the word Sprain: it 1s a violence offered to 
the ligaments of an articulation’ by an exter- 
nal caufe; fuch as an effort, a fall, a blow, 
8c. A fudden tumour always enfues, pro- 
portioned to the force with which the caufe 
atted, and to the quality as well as number. 
of the ligaments which fuffer, I have often 
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had occafion to fee in my practice, that the 
common external applications ufed in thefe 
cafes, augmented the pain, whilft ours con- 
tantly relieved it, and effected a cure in a 
few days. It is very neceflary to obferve, 
that there is nothing more oppofite to fprains, 
than the application of fat, oily fubftances ; 
fuch, however, are always ufed: hence the 
fwelling remains, and the joint is weakened 
by a long difeafe, and excruciating pains are 
felt on every change of weather. 

4. Before we come to the Obfervations, 
it may be expected that I fhould fay fome- 
thing of luxations: but as this would be 
wandering too far from my prefent fubject, 
{ have referred the detail of it to the end of 
this Chapter, contenting myfelf to obferve 
here, that my remedy is fuperior to all 
others, in diminifhing the inflammatory fwell- 
ing, which is the neceffary confequence of 
luxations from an external caufe. 


OPSERVATION I. 


Communicated Ly Mr. Gautier, Mafier-Sur- 
geon at Aix in Provence. 


* NOT Jong ago, one of my confreres and myfelf 
faw a perfon of feventy years of age, who had a 
fpurious anchylofis. We made ufe of Mr, Gou- 
dard’s pomatum, and pumped the vegeto-mineral 
water on the part affected; by which means the 
cure was compleated in three weeks. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION Il. 


Communicated by Mr. Crenovux, an old Sur- 
geon of the Dauphin Regiment. 


I WAS fent for to a young man, who had a 
eonfiderable tumour on one of his knees: it fpread 
itfelf over the whole articulation; where 1 was 
obliged to make many incifions. By bathing the 
part with the vegeto-mineral water, and ap- 
plying the pomatum, the diforder was perfectly 
cured, though of a Jong ftanding. | 


OBSERVATION II. 


Communicated by Mr. RoserT, Mafter in Sur- 
£ery. . 

A YOUNG LADY had been afflicted for 
fix months paft with a fpurious anchylofis, and 
cutaneous ulcers. ‘This difeafe had feized that part 
of the leg where its articulation is with the foot, and 
all that of the tarfus. Many remedies had been pre- 
fcribed without fuccefs ; and fhe had no other pro- 
{pect than that of being hed-ridden for the reft of her 
life. In thefe melancholy circumftances, I had re- 
courfe to Mr. Goulard’s medicines, as to my laft re- 
fource ; which I made ufe of by pumping, fomen-.. 
tation, and bath. The fuccefs far exceeded our ex-} 
pectations ; for in a few days my patient was fre 
from all her complaints. The motion of the joint 
is again reftored, and the ulcers have difappeared. 


OBSERVATION IV. 
Communicated by Mr. Bourquenon, my Con- 
frere, of Montpellier. 


I ATTENDED a foldier who had an an- 
chylofis, which took its rife from an extravafation of 
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fynovia, or mucilaginous juice: he was cured in 
three weeks by Mr. Goulard’s medicine, to which 
I added fome grains of fal ammoniac. 


OBSERVATION V. 
Commmunicated by the fame. 


I WAS fent for to a young lady, who for a 
long time had been afflicted with a fpurious anchy- 
Icfis, which had hitherto been treated without fuc- 
cefs : I cured her in three weeks by the applica- 
tion of the vegeto-mineral water, and a cataplafm 
made with the above water, the four refolutive 
meals, and the powder of camomile, mellilot, and 
. fal ammoniac, 


OBSERVATION VI. 


I S AW a gentleman at Genoa, who, in confe- 
quence of a fit of the gout, had an anchylofis 
on the knee. J ordered him to pump the part with 
the vegeto-mineral water: he found himfelf much 
better in fifteen days, and was forced to make 
ufe of a crutch half a foot longer than the one 
he had ufed before, | 


| OBSERVATION VIL 
Communicated by Mr. BouRQUENOD, 


_ | WAS fent for toa young lady, who had a con- 
fiderable fwelling on the articulation of the knee, 
accompanied with a painful tumour about the 
bignefs of a hen’s egg, and very like a large tu- 
mefied gland. Many remedies had been unfuc- 
cefsfully tried for a month paft: in feven or eight 
days time, by the application of the cataplafm de- 
fcribed in Obfervation the fifth, the fwelling and 
hardneis were diminifhed ; and in a very fhort ae 
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this lady, who had before loft the ufe of her leg, | 
walked as well as fhe did before her complaint, . 


OBSERVATION VII. 


Communicated by Mr. Roux, Surgeon-Major 
of the Regiment of Vajftan. 


A YOUNG LADY ftrained her foot fo vio- 
lently in walking, that fhe was obliged to be carried 
home. Her foot was immediately put into fome 
vegeto-mineral water, and comprefles were applied 
to the part, dipped in the fame: in two days 
time fhe was perfeétly cured. 


* Mr. Roux adds, that on many like occa- 
fions he had ufed the vegeto-mineral with 
the greateft fuccefs. 


OBSERVATION IX. 


. Tue CHEVALIER DESQUILLES, fon of 
the Marquis De Mefplez, of Pau in Bearn, page 
to the Duke of Orleans, being at play with his 
compa s, in one of the rooms of the Palais 
Royal (this room was parquetted and waxed over) 
made a confiderable effort by an extenfion of his 
Jegs the one from the other. The ligaments 
which confine the head of the femur in its focket, 
received fo confiderable an, injury, that the pa- 
tient, through the exceflive pain he felt, was oblig- 
ed to be carried up to his chamber. Meffieurs Fa- 
get and Marfolan, two. eminent furgeons, were 
{ent for; nor was any thing {pared to give their 
patient eafe: they attended him for above fix 
months without fuccefs ; and as his pains continu- 
ed to encreafe, it was, choughe proper to fend him 
| | | | 3 to 


164 A TREATISE on LEAD. 


to Bareeges. At firft, thefe waters feemed to re- 
eve him; he then went to his father’s houfe, . 
when his pains, during the winter, returned upon 
him with double violence. This determined him to 
have recourfe in the {pring to the faid waters: but 
they only ferved to add to his fufferings; upon 
which he was carried to Montpellier in the year 
1749. À confultation was there held of Mef- 
fieurs Lazermés and Serane, phyficians, and Mr. 
Lamorier, my confere, and myfelf. The follow- 
ing is an account of his fituation: When he lay 
down, the difeafed thigh was longer than the 
other; it was continually bent, and could by no 
means be moved, without caufing great pains in 
the flexor mufcles. “he part was cold, and it 
was with difficulty that any warmth could be com- 
municated to it. [he patient could not move it 
without afliflance, and even then felt excruciat- 
ing pains both in that part and the leg; he was 
unable to put his foot-to the ground, as he was 
to walk without crutches. Having examined the 
part, we found the head of the femur had been 
forced out of its acetabulum or cavity, without 
being above its level: this was apparent from the 
inequality of length in the limbs, efpecially when 
the patient was put into certain pofitions. It 
mutt likewife be obferved, that the part was con- 
fiderably wafted. 

We confulted what was beft to be done for him in 
this fituation; all prefent declared him incurable ; 
notwithitanding, it was vaguely propofed that he 
might try the baths of Balaruc: he was attended 
by a furgeon of his own; who defpaired, like the 
reft, of his recovery. Uponthis, I propofed a trial 
* of my remedies ; and the furgeon confented, having 
orders from the patient’s father not to neglect any- 
thing which might contribute to his fon’s recovery. 
In confeguence of this, ] ordered a bathing-tub de 
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be got ready, in which I placed my patient twice a 
day, that he might more conveniently receive the 
pumping of the vegeto-mineral water; obferving 
at the fame time to make very gentle extenfions of 
the limb, backwards and forwards: during the 
fall of the water, the part was rubbed ; then my 
Saturnine plaifter was applied, and a warm cloth 
upon the whole. By a repetition of this conftantly 
twice a day, the patient foon found himfelf re~ 
lieved ; he began to move the difeafed limb without 
any affiftance, the pains diminifhed, and the na- 
tural warmth of the part was re-eftablifhed. In 
fifteen days time, he was able to put his foot to 
the ground, and in three weeks. to walk without 
crutches. Theufe of the plaiiter was continued 
for about fix weeks, at the end of which my pa- 
tient returned home, very happy with his fitua- 
tion. Some years after, [ received a letter from 
this gentleman, which, as it gives a full detail of 
the cure, I cannot here pafs over in filence: it 
was to the following purport. “ You have no 
“€ doubt forgot an unfortunate young man, whom 
‘ you attended for fome time at Montpellier, and 
** who found himfelf much relieved by your re- 
‘ medies. You know on my arrival there, [ 
‘ went upon crutches; and by your affiftance 
was able to put my foot to the ground, 
“ which I found before impracticable. Since 
# that time I have continued mending, and the 
_“ clays of Ax, which you prefcribed me in con- 
*¢ junction with others of the faculty, compleat- 
‘“ ed my cure. It is true, 1 continued lame ; 
‘ but was able to walk without a ftick, and go 
‘ through a good deal of exercife. This was my 
fituation for near five years,, and it is only dur- 
‘ ing thefe fix months paft, that it is altered, 
‘ The part is wafted, and the limb is become 
‘ fhorter than the other. But ftill with all this 
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“© difproportion of the parts, it is incredible how 
‘& little I limp, as it is fcarcely perceptible when 
‘€ I make ufe of a high heel. I fuffer at times, 
“< and more fo fince my arrival at T'ouloufe. I 
“€ do not know whether I am to attribute this 
‘# change to violent exercife. Ihave given my- 
‘“« felf much to hunting, running, and leaping. 
‘ This is my prefent cafe; I hope you will be fo 
“# good as to give me your advice. | 

| Iam, &c.” 


OBSERVATION X.. 
Communicated. 


. Mapam DE LA GOMERCINI, a Ge- 
noefe lady, had been troubled from her childhood 
with a relaxation of the capfular ligaments of her 
left thigh. The diforder had been encreafing for 
fifteen years paft; and fo much fo, that the mo- 
tion of the part was infenfibly leflened. ‘The 
weaknéfs was fo great, that fhe was unable to fup- : 
port herfelf; as ithe likewife was either to walk, 
fit down, or get up, without affiftance. Though 
the diforder had originally been of a long ftand- 
ing, it was only for the fix or feven laft years 
that it had made any confiderable progrefs. When 
Ï had the honour of attending her, in company 
with two Genoefe phyficians, I found her pains 
éxceffive, and the whole thigh confiderably ema- 
ciated. For many years paft, this lady had con- 
fulted the moft eminent of the faculty, in dif. 
ferent parts of the-world, had made trials of various 
baths, and of many other remedies, without finding 
advantage from any. Having carefully examined 
the part, I found, that the head of the femur was 
difplaced, and lodged upon the mufcles of the 
buttock, which made that limb fhorter than the 
other, by about four fingers breadth. I pias 
Tas: dr after 


mr ReALEIN So 2k, 107 
after having examined the grievance, that by a 
relaxation. of the ligaments of the part, the muf- 
cle of the buttock had contraéted, and drawn the 
head of the femur from ‘its cavity upwards; and 
that this, by preffing on the pofterior fciatique 
nerve, gave rife to the pains my patient felt. 
My opinion was, that fhe muft inevitably remain 
a cripple, and that the limb would at laft wi- 
ther away ; and, in fine, that the only method re 
maining to give her eafe, would be to replace 
the head of the femur in its acetabulum: To effect 
which, I took the following method. 

__ À ordered two jugs to be filled with the ve- 
geto-mineral water warm: one affiflant held the 
upper part of the limb, another the lower part, 
who gently moved it backwards and forwards : 
in the mean time, a third poured from the jug 
the vegeto-mineral water upon the part, whilit 
a fourth was employed in rubbing it. It was 
not long before the lady found the good effets 
of this operation. ‘The head of the bone was 
foon brought upon a level with its cavity, and in 
lefs than fifteen days re-entered it. My patient 
was then able to fupport herfelf, and walk. I 
took care to apply one of my Saturnine plaifters to 
the grievance, and a bandage upon that. ‘This lady 
_perfevered in the ufe of my remedies for above 
two years, after the bone had been replaced. 
Though I have not feen her for a confiderable 
time, I am well affured, that her cure has been 
compleat ; feldom a year pafles, without my hear- 
ing of her ;. and I am informed that fhe finds not 
the leaft bad effects from her old complaint. 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


A LADY of this town fell in her apartment, on 


the articulation of the femur with the iliac bones : 
a prieft, who pretended to be a bone-fetter, was 
fent for, and foon after, myfelf. On my arrival, I 
afked him what was the matter; he told me the 


fémur was a little diflecated. I could not help repre- 


fenting to this knowing gentleman, that an imper- 


fect luxation of that bone was impoffible. Upon 
examining the grievance, I found there was only a 


fimple contufion of the ligaments ; notwithftand- 
ing which, the lady was very lame after her fall ; 
but the application of my remedies foon eafed her 
pains, and prevented any farther relaxation of the 
ligaments. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


A SAXON nobleman had a fall, which caufed 
a luxation of the radius, attended with a confider- 


able contufion of the adjacent parts. He was at- 
tended for fome time by many eminent furgeons 5 
but finding he had loft the. ufe of the arm, he did 
me the honour to write to me from Bourdeaux for 
my advice, which I fent him, with my extract of 


Saturn, and the receipt for making my pomatum : 


with foap. Mr. Giraud, an able furgeon of Agen, 
informed me, that he had feen this gentleman at 
Bareges ; and had learned from him, that my me- 
dicine had done him great fervice: this account 
the. above gentleman confirmed to me, in perfon, 
eh his road through Montpellier. 


OBSERVATION XIII. 


DURING my ftay at Genoa, I affifted at a 
confultation with Doctor Balby, and another of the 
faculty, at the convent of Portonia, which ve 

he 
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“held on Madame Morande’s account, one of the re 

ligious. This lady had the tendons of her hand fo 
contracted, that it had been clofed up and motion- 
lefs for fix years paft. She informed us, that fhe 
had in vain applied various remedies, which. 
had been prefcribed to her by the moft fkilful of 
the faculty. I enquired of her to what fhe attribu- 
ted her complaint: fhe faid fhe could attribute it to 
nothing, but to her employment for many years of 
cutting the portions of the religious with a very 
large knife. I concluded from thence, that the 
little fynovial glands which are feated in the fheaths 
of the tendons, had been injured by this work ; 
and that the fynovia being infpiflated and dried up, 
had caufed the contraction of the tendons, and 
confequently the immobility of the fingers. I was 
determined to make ufe of my preparations with 
the extract of Saturn; and this the more willingly, 
as I had learned by experience, how very proper this 
metallic remedy was, to refolve the infpiflated 
juices, which choak up the veflels, and even the 
fynovia in the articulations ; as likewife to reftore 
weak parts to their proper tone; efpecially when 
loft. by an accident. 

I began then, by bathing the whole hand in 
warm vegeto-mineral water: during this, an af- 
fiftant rubbed it very gently : care was taken, at the 
fame time, to keep up the warmth of the water 
with embers. In about half an hour after the bath, 
I ordered the difeafed part to be rubbed for a certain 
time with the foap-pomatum; after which it was 
entirely covered with one of my Saturnine plaifters. 
I put a foft cufhion in the middle of the hand, - 
and a bandage about the wrift, with fillets to draw 
back the fingers, and keep them outwards. 

This method was regularly purfued twice a day; 
nor was it long before we perceived its good effeéts, 
as the difeafed part daily mended, After the fif- 
‘ teenth 
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_ teenth day the patient was able to open the hand at 
_… pleafure ; and by its daily gaining ftrength, our 
religious was in a condition, in lefs than a month, 
to write, few, and attend to her ufual vocations, 
except that one of cutting the portions. I own I 
was aftonifhed myfelf with this fudden cure, which 
was remarked by the whole town of Genoa; and 
it did not a little contribute, with fome others I 
performed with the fame remedy, to the offer which 
was made me by the town, if I would fix there, of 
fettling a much larger penfion on me than what 
was generally granted to French furgeons who 
are eftablifhed in that place, by an old foundation. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


On a Retraftion and Hardnefs of the Flexor Muf- 
cles of the Thigh, accompanied with a confider- 
able Tenfion of the Mufculus Biceps. 


A DAUGHTER of one Ayrel, a fhoemaker, of 
about eleven years of age, had her right thigh fo 
éontracted, that if any one offered to move it, 
however gently, fhe fuffered intolerable pains: in 
this fituation fhe had remained for three months, 
and many remedies had been applied without fuc- 
cefs. She was at laft brought to me. I thought that 
the pumping of the vegeto-mineral water upon the 
part, might be of great ufe to her; nor was I de- 
ceived in my conjectures ; for by following my ad- 
vice, fhe found eafe in lefs than two days; and on 

the tenth, fhe was able to walk about as ufual. 
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Particular REMARKS upon INcOMPLEAT 
Luxations of the KNEE by external Caufes. 


WHEN the bone is luxated or difplaced 
by a relaxation of the ligaments from 
an internal caufe, the cure is very difficult. 
When the ligaments have once loft their tone, 
they become more and more relaxed, partly 
from their own difpofition, and partly from 
the weight of the limb, and contraction of 
the mufcles of the part affected ; and if the 
bone is not confined in its place by a ban- 
dage, the cavities of the joints are filled with 
fynovia, which is accumulated and thickened 
to fuch a degree, that it will be a difficult 
matter to replace the faid bone. 
: Mr. Petit, in his excellent Treatife on the 
Difeafes of the Bones, takes notice, that an 
incompleat luxation feldom happens to the 
articulation of the knee; and this is true, 
becaufe a round extremity covered with a 
polifhed and fmooth cartilage, and oiled with 
its proper fluid, cannot remain long upon 
the edge of its focket. The head of a bone 
thus circumftanced, when driven to the edge 
by any external violence, muft either fall 
out or return into its focket. Thus, either 
there will be no luxation, or it will-be com- 
pleat; which is far from being the cafe of 
fuch joints of the human body as are formed 
like a hinge. | 
. | It 
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It is neverthelefs true, that the bones of - 
the joint of the knee are fometimes diflocated 
by external caufes in an incompleat manner; 
but this never happens immediately, or at 
the moment in which we fall or receive a 
blow: it can only happen in cafes of falls, or 
ancommon exertions, which particularly af- 
feét the ligaments that are ftrained and 
bruifed, and difpofed to relaxation. The 
bone not being fixed exactly in its focket, 
the fluid gathers, and thickens by degrees ; 


the relaxation increafes, the extremity of the 


bone firft lofes ground, and then is forced 
quite out of its focket. : 
 Thefe kinds of luxations are generally neg- 
leéted, and looked upon incurable ; they are 
fo, in effect, from a want of proper applica- 
tions. Now this would not be the cafe, were 
they confidered in the light of real ruptures; 
that is to fay, they require the fame atten- 
tion, and the relaxation of the ligaments is 


to be prevented by a bandage, proper: ap-. 


plications, and perfect reft, to give thefe li- 
gaments time to recover their tone: the part 
affected will otherwife wafte, it will be 
ftretched or lengthened by its own weight, 
and at laft the cavity of the joint will be 
filled with fynovia, which muft neceffarily 
force the head of the bone quite out of its 
focket, and give rife to a compleat luxation, 
When we would remedy luxations of this 
kind, two things deferve our particular at- 
tention: firft, by extenfion and counter-ex- 
tenfion, 
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tenfion, we muft gently reftore the bone to 
its place; fecondly, we muft fix it there by 
a proper bandage. With regard to external 
applications, I am not afraid to affert, that 
no baths, no pumpings are equal in their 
falutary effects to fuch as are produced by. 
our metallic fluid, mixed with commen 
water, to which is added a little brandy : 
the efficacy of this fluid is feconded by the 
application of the. Saturnine plaifter, made 
as directed in the Formule. 

When the head of the bone has been con- 
ducted into its cavity, we fhould be careful 
to give frequent but gentle motion to the 
joint: this motion, often repeated during the 
pumping, and affifted by the action of our 
remedy, produces furprifing effects; and I 
can venture to fay, that it is particularly effi- 
cacious in acting upon the redundant fluid, 
when thickened in any cavity, or the fheaths 
of the tendons, which is the cafe in an- 
chilofes. 

In luxations where the ligaments are much 
injured, great care muft be taken not to 
harrafs the part too much, after the bone is 
replaced. The gentleman who makes the 
fubject of the ninth Obfervation, would have 
had nothing to fear from a relapfe, if he had 
not indulged himfelf in violent exercifes, 
fuch as hunting, dancing, and other move- 
ments unfavourable to the recovery of the 
tone of the articular ligaments: he fhould 
have allowed more time to the bathing Ti 

| a the 
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_ the vegeto-mineral water, and to the ufe of 
the Saturnine plaifter. 
_ When people advanced in years have the 
misfortune to fall, the confequences are 
dreadful. As often as the ligaments of the 
joints are affected, the difeafe is generally too 
violent to be compleatly cured. But even 
thefe patients may be eafed by our remedies, 
and by a well-made bandage, which they 
muit wear for a long time, 
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Of Gouty and Rheumatic Pains, and the falu- 
tary Effedis of the Extra& of Saturn in thefe 
Diforders, 


E mean by Rheumatic Pains, thofe 
| pains which are feated in the flefhy 
parts of the mufcles, and membranes which 
furround them. They are generally perio- 
dical, and are divided into univerfal and par 
ticular, according to the parts they attack, 
whether all thofe of the body in general, or 
one or two in particular. | 

Pathologifts are very careful not to con- 

»found fimple with complicated rheumatifms, 
which are either gouty, or venereal, or fcor- 
butic ; for although it be true, that many 
other diforders may occafion a complication 
of rheumatic pains, neverthelefs experience 
teaches us, that they commonly attend the 
gout, venereal difeafe, or fcurvy. 

The degrees of thefe pains we are fpeak- 
ing of, vary almoft ad infinitum. . They are 
fometimes fo inconfiderable as to permit the 
patients to attend their occupations ; but they 
are in general fo acute, as to deprive them 
of motion. The violence of the pain is 
fometimes fo exceffive, that the whole body 

1s rendered motionlefs, nor can be ftirred 
ai | without 
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without putting them to infupportable tor- 

ture. | | 
We fhall not enter into a detail of the dif- 
tant caufes that produce rheumatic pains ; 
their caufes are innumerable : we will only 
obferve, that in the army, whofe intereft and 
advantage we always have in view, thefe dif- 
eafes are often occafioned by a bad regimen ; 
by cold and damps, to which the foldiers 
are often expofed ; by too free an indulgence 
in the ufe of brandy and other fpirituous 
liquors, &c. But let the caufe of rheuma- 
tic pains be what it will, they are never 
produced but when the ferum has contracted 
a certain thicknefs or fharpnefs, or both 
the one and the other of thefe caufes; 
which, when confidered feparately, or in à 
ftate of combination, occafion, 1. A flow- 
nefs in the circulation of the lymph, which 
moiftens the texture of the mufcles, and 
their external teguments. 2. More or lefs 
confiderable obftruétions in the lymphatic 
veffels of thefe parts. 3. Irritations and 
vellications of the nervous fibres which en- 
ter their compofitions. 4. Laftly, the other 
effects which accompany or follow the above 
morbific changes. 
Practice informs us, that there are rheu- 
matic pains exceedingly obftinate ; amongft 
which, thofe rheumatifms that are gouty 
or venereal are fometimes ranked.  Some- 
times we alfo meet with infinite difficulties 
in the cure of fimple rheumatifms ; by 
; this 
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this is feldom the cafe, except they attack 
bodies where the mafs of humours, and 
efpecially the lymphatic parts, are vitiated 
with a remarkable acrimony, joined to an 
infurmountable vifcofity. 

It is pretended that the periofteum is 
fometimes the feat of this difeafe; nor is 
this improbable, feeing it is charged with 
fuch a number of lymphatic veffels: but 
we muft take care not to confound the 
rheumatic pains which are attributed to an 
injury of the periofteum, with thofe pains 


that attack the interior texture of the 


mufcles, and are felt very deep. 

In phyfic and furgery, difeafes to which 
the leaft attention is paid, and where the 
treatment appears the leaft interefting, be- 
come often in the end the moft incurable 
evils, and baffle all the knowledge of the 
greateft practitioners. This is often the 
cafe in rheumatifms neglected at firft, or 
ill treated; they often become inveterate, 
and laft not for years only, but for life; 
allowing the patient fome intervals of eafe, 
but returning periodically with more or lefs 
violence. 

The conduct of wife and prudent practi- 
tioners does not expofe their patients to the 
like inconveniences; for after having em- 
ployed proper remedies, fuch as bleeding, 
- purging, and cooling draughts, &c, they 
_ prefcribe a long courfe of fweeteners, and 
above all the ufe of a milk diet, which gives 

great 
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great eafe in thefe pains, efpecially if the 
patients conftantly lead a regular life. Bath- 
ing and pumping with certain mineral waters 
often effect cures of rheumatic complaints, 
which had been proof many years againft 
all kinds of internal medicines. The me- 
dicinal particles of thefe waters are intro- 
duced into the pores of the fkin, efpecially 
if their paffage is facilitatéd by fri€tions or 
pumpings; they penetrate even to the ob- 
ftruéted lymphatic veffels, where they atte- 
nuate and divide the vifcous fluid, that ex- 
cites the rheumatic pains: this lymph having 
thus recovered its natural fluidity, takes 
the ordinary courfe of circulation. And as 
the acrimony of this humour had been en- 
tirely deftroyed, or very much diminifhed 
by the antecedent ufe of fweeteners, the two 
vices which conftitute rheumatic complaints 
are deftroyed; and from hence may be 
dated a radical cure; which indeed may be 
effected by any other medicine, either inter- 
nal or external, which by its penetrating 
uality will deftroy vifcidity, and by its 
Fuestenihie quality blunt the acrimony and 
fharpnefs of the, lymph. | 
It would be wandering from our fubject 
to enlarge upon the manner in which mi- 
neral waters act in the cure of rheumatifms ; 
let us fix our attention only upon the ar- 
tificial mineral water, which is employed with 
fo much fuccefs in the treatment of thefe 


diforders : I’mean the vegeto-mineral water, 
. which 
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which contains particles of lead, that by 
their finenefs, pliability, and volume, ope- 
rate with fuch fuccefs in the refolution of 
tumefaction in the lymphatic veñels, of 
which we are. now fpeaking. What I here 
mention ‘is not an idle theory, but a rule 
of practice, of which I have frequently ex- 
perienced the advantages. I can then confi- 
dently affirm, that-I have often employed the 
vegeto-mineral water againft rheumatic pains, _ 
in lotions, pumpings, and baths; and {fo far 
from having feen any bad effects from it, 
I have conftantly met with the greateft fuc- 
cefs, conjointly with other practitioners, who 
have made the like trials. Lie 

The argument formed againft our re- 
medy, and founded on the accidents that 
happen to perfons employed in lead mines, 
may therefore be dropped. The analogy 
cannot be admitted, feeing in the ufe of 
our different applications of the extract of 
Saturn, we have nothing to apprehend 
from the metallic, arfenical, or other exha- 
lations, which alone occafion the fymptoms 
_ that are too frequent-among miners. 

A little attention to the manner in which 
the extract of Saturn operates in rheumatic 
cafés, ‘is fufficient toconvince us, that it pofs 
fefles an attenuating, relaxing, and anodine 
quality; fo that the folution of the vifcous, 
tough. fluid; which occafioned the difeafe, 
far from producing the fatal accidents that 
fo frequently attend the ule of oes 
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and ftill more of repellers, operates by 
degrees, and without danger; firft, a dimi- 
nution, and then a total ceffation of the 
‘rheumatic pains, and of the other fymp- 
toms that accompanied them. . When thefe 
pains are extremely obftinate, | apply the 
Saturnine plaifter upon the part affected. 
Let me be allowed to remark here, that 
in the royal hofpitals, a better remedy can- 
not be employed in rheumatic pains than that 
which not’only myfelf, but many others of 
the faculty have found to be fo efficacious 
on thefe occafions.. The foldiers afflicted 
with thefe complaints, when brought to the 
- hofpital, find no fpecific remedy, and are 
obliged to wait the feafons for bathing in 
mineral waters, which often prove lefs ef- 
fectual than the remedy I propofe. It may ! 
be objected, that the hofpital muft beat a 
great expence in procuring the apparatus for 
bathing; but to this I anfwer, that the ap- : 
paratus is unneceflary, feeing it is fuffici- — 
ent to rub the parts affected with warm . 
vetego-mineral water, and afterwards to co- 
ver them with warm linnen to effect a cure, 
at leaft very often, of the moft acute rheu- 
matifms, efpecially when they proceed from | 
an external caufe, as from RARE rain, moif- — 
ture, &c.: wet, 
The title of this Chapter has already in- : 
timated, that the extract of Saturn is alfo 
efficacious in pa pains that attack 
the joints, and are termed gouty The fy- 
: : novia 
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novia being too thick and fharp, when accu- 
mulated either in the cavity of the joints, or 
in the glands that are difperfed in the capfu- 
lar and articular. ligaments, excites cruel. 
pains of the gout, which laudanum itfelf 
cannot relieve. The extract of Saturn, by 
its fearching, difperfing, and anodine quality, 
anfwers the different indications which the 
treatment of thefe pains requires; that is to 
fay, by relaxing the fibres, which are over- 
ftretched, it calms the pains; and by difper- 
fing the fynovia, it extirpates the very root 
of the evil. Neverthelefs, let it not be 
imagined from what I have faid upon the 
fubject, that I mean to recommend the ex- 
tract of Saturn as a fpecific in the gout ; 
but it is very certain, that gouty people may — 
find in this remedy an alleviation of pain, 
and a relief which they cannot hope to res 
ceive from many others. 


OBSERVATION I. 
A POOR LAD, after a long imprifonment, was | 


feized with fo violent a rheumatic pain in his left. 
arm, that it appeared paralytic: every remedy 
that could be thought of, was ufed for three months 
fuccefively. ‘The Intendant’s lady fent for me, 
and defired I would attend him. I ordered his arm 
to be rubbed with the vegeto-mineral water warm; 
I then applied one of my Saturnine plaiiters, and - 
a warm cloth over that. This was -continued 
twice a day; in about eight days he was much 
relieved, and in ten or twelve was perfectly cured. 
The fuccefs of this medicine was the more extra- 
ordinary, as the arm appeared paralytic.and mo- 

G tionlefs, 
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tionlefs, and fo full of pain, as to give fan te 
think it incurable. Re: 


OBSERVATION II. 
Las A SOLDIER belonging to the Orleans regi- 


tent of dragoons, was troubled with pains in his 
knee, which mercury was not able to remove. I 
applied the vegeto-mineral water and the Saturnine 
plaifter, by which means he was foon cured. 


OBSERVATION III. 


A SOLDIER of the regiment of Briffac came 
to our Hofpital, afflicted with fo violent a pain in his 
rightarm, that neither bleeding or narcotic medicines 
could remove it. He was treated as above, and 
was very foon’ cured. | 


OBSERVATION IV. 


A SOLDIER of the Lyonefe regiment, had 
Rich violent pains in the articulations of the lower. 
extremities of the right fide, that he was unable 
to walk without crutches. Every remedy that 
could be thought of, had been ied before in St. 
Elias’s Hofpital ; upon which he was fent to ours, 
as It. was conjectured they might proceed from a 
venereal caufe, But mercury was adminiftered with- 
out effcét: his fituation continued the fame, and 
he was unable to move, We applied our medicine, 
as we had done to the former, which gave him al- 
moft immediate relief, and, in fine, radically tape 
him in a few days. 


OBSERVATION. V. 


A SOLDIER of the Hae of Orleans dra~ 
goons, came to the hofpital with violent pains ia 


che ar ticulations. As he had the ‘yenereal com- 
plaint, 
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plaint, he was falivated:: Befides ‘the ‘afwal fric- 
tions, he had many extraordinary ones 5 ‘but with-. 
out any relief from his pains, which tortured him 
day and night. I ordered the difeafed parts to ‘be 
wafhed with the, vegeto-mineral water, and to be 
then covered, with my Saturnine plaifter. In two 


or three days time, the patient found benefit, and: 
in feven or eight was cured. 


OBSERVATION VI. 
© In form of Certificate. 


WE whofe names are underwritten certify that 
we have been witnefles to the good effects of the 


veseto-mineral water, furnifhed by the charity of 1 


Mr. Goulard. It was ufed by way of lotion on a. 
perfon attacked with an univerfal rheumatifm, 
which it very much relieved on its firft application; 
it was continued for four days fucceflively, without 
the addition of any other remedy. ‘The patient 
was one Rofe, a menial fervant to Mademoifelle La 


Garde. At Montpellier the 2d of May, 1757. 


'- OBSERVATION VIL. 
In form of Certificate. 
WE certify to have feen one Beflone, afflicted 


with an univerfal rheumatifin, accompanied with 
an inflammatory fever, which was ‘very much 
heightened by avery bad habit. We treated this 
patient in the ufual manner, by prefcribing fre- 
quent bleedings, purgatives every other day, calm- 
ing, fudorific, and anodine medicines; from all 
which fhe found no relief. On the eighth day, the 
application of the vegeto-mineral water, charitably 
furnifhed by Mr, Goulard, was made, in which 
“her whole body was bathed, and the effect was very 
‘vilible, the next morning, when fhe began to move 
a 2 Tanaka. 
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her fingers. By the continuation of the above 
remedies; and lotions, the patient was able to mové 
her limbs, and even the whole body, though fhe 
fill remains in a Janguid ftate. : 


OBSERVATION VIII. 
THE DAUGHTER of a fhoemaker, who 


lives in the fuburbs of this town, of about ten or 

eleven years of age, was afflicted laft fummer with 

a contraction of the mufcles of the thigh, and of 
thofe of the leg of the fame fide. Her parents had 

confulted many of the faculty, and particularly 

Mr. Leroi, ‘profeflor of phyfic. Different remedies 

were ‘pre{cribed without fuccefs, which made them 

fear fhe would become a-cripple. In fine, fhe was 

brought to me; and upon examination I was of 
opinion, that the part affected fhould be bathed with 

the vegeto-mineral water warm, and then covered 

up with warm cloths. This was accordingly done 

twice a day; and in about ten or twelve days 

fhe was fo well recovered, as to be in the ftreets 

with her mother; where I met her, not without 
fome degree of furprife, 


I fhall finifh this chapter with the above 
Obfervation, becaufe I think it ufelefs. to 
add any others, which would indeed be too 
numerous, confidering the great ufe which 
is made of this remedy, both in this town 
and the Royal Hofpital, for thefe kinds of 
complaints. à DLL 
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HOMO HOMOOOEIONE 
QUIERES plot term 
On Tetters. 


ET TERS: may, in general, be 
- looked upon either as affections pure- 
ly local, or as difeafes that are occafioned 
by a vitious quality of the general mafs of 
the blood and lymph. ‘Fhe firft fpecies 
prefuppofes a morbific change in fome part 
of the texture of the fkin, in confequence 
_of which the humours ftop, and afterwards. 
~acquire'more or lefs acrimony and vifcidity 5 
the others effentially depend upon a parti- 
cular depravation of the humours, and prin- 
cipally of thofe that are lymphatic. ‘This 
fecond fpecies of tetters is often hereditary, 
and more difficult to cure than the firit; 
the morbific caufe being not lefs general 
than it is in the venereal difeafe, fcurvy, 
king’s-evil, &c. a ae QUE, | 
This caufe once fuppofed, it will be very 
-eafy to explain, why tetters indiftinétly ap- 
pear in every part of the body? why they 
are fixt fometimes to one part, and fome- 
times pafs from one place to another? why, 
having once difappeared, either by the effect 
of medicine or fimple efforts of nature, 
they return again when they are leaft ex 
tb G 3 pected, 
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pected, ‘efpecially when a bad ufe has been 
made ‘of the nonnaturals; as when the ex- 
ercife’ has been too violent, when fpirituous 
liquors have been taken too freely, &c.” 
My defign is not to enter here into a the- 
oretic detail of the different kinds of tetters, 
or of all the caufes which produce them, 
and the marks by which they are diftin- 
guifhed. I only mean to infinuate that thefe. 
cutaneous eruptions, whether fimple or com- 
plese or even hereditary, may not only 
e undertaken, but radically cured; with+ 
out the danger of thofe accidents, which are 
magnified by a fet of practitioners, who 
are pleafed to ftile this difeafe Incurable, 
My remedy prevents every mifchievous ac- 
cident in the cure of tetters, let them be 
dry, moift, pimpled, fcabby, crufty, 8c. It 
is a fact, of which I am convinced by a 
practice of between fifteen and eighteen 
years, particularly in the Royal Hofpital, 
where, during the fpace of more than ten 
years, I have met with the greateft fuceefs 
in the treatment of all tetters that I met 
with in my practice there; though, amongft 
the numbers of thofe that I faw afflicted with 
them, there were many that refembled real 
lepers. | 
À once thought, with the reft of practition- 
ers, that the cutaneous difeafes that are 
produced by a general vice of the mafs of 


the blood, ought never to be treated by ex- ” 


ternal applications ; feeing thefe difeafes «4 
| ordi- 
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ordinarily falutary drains for purifying the 
blood, and that moft part of the external 
applications have a repelling quality, which 
drives the matter back into the mafs of hu- 
mours, where it produces more dangerous 
accidents than thofe which are cauied by 
the matter itfelf, when permitted to di- 
charge itfelf through thofe parts of the fkin 
where nature has left a paffage. I fhouk! 
not have changed my opinion concerning the 
treatment of tetters, if I had not been per- 
feétly convinced, that my metallic remedy 
has no repelling quality; and if I had not 
feen in my practice a number of patients at- 
tacked with other cutaneous difeafes of long 
ftanding, radically cured without any in- 
convenience; though the gentlemen of the 
profeffion who had vifited the patients be- 
fore I was called in, had declared the dit 
order to be a critical difcharge from the mais 
of blood. In a word, Iam afiured, by a 
very long experience, that the repelling 
quality attributed to lead is achimzra; and 
my opinion will be readily embraced by 
all who will take the trouble to reflect, not 
only on the efficacy of this remedy, in cafes 
where ftagnated humours are to be difperfed, 
but likewife on its analogy with crude mer- 
cury, which acts by its weight, and the di- 
vifibility of its parts. Now Lead having parts 
ftill more ‘fine, mild, ponderous, and not 
defs divifible, is of confequence’ as proper to 
divide and difperfe the morbific concreti- 
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cretions, produced by certain ferments, ‘that 
infect the mafs of blood, and deftroy them 
as eMicacioufly as mercury deftroys venereal 
concretions. This is demonftrated by its action 
upon obftructions of inflamed vefels, upon 
tumours almoft arrived at a ftate of fuppu- 
ration, upon fchirrhous ones, excrefcences, 

ais hor ny concretions. A more conclufive 

act may ftill be urged againft fuch as in- 
cue a repelling quality to the preparations 
of Lead, from the experience of thofe who 
have the itch, and make ufe of our remedy 
for it; for it has always been found, that in- 
ftead of repelling the morbific matter, this 
promoted the eruption, by the early appear- 
ance of a number of pimples, which dryed 
and fell off in the courfe of the treatment. 
This obfervation has been juftified in the 
cure of the itch in two thoufand five hun- 
dred patients (fee the Chapter on the Itch) 
effected by my remedy, without any bad 
confequences ever happening. 

The metallic particles of our application infi- 
nuate themfelves into the moft minute pores 
of the fkin, and penetrate to the only fource 
which produced the tetterous complaint: when 
arrived there, they thin and divide the hu- 
mour, blunt its acrimony, favour its egrefs 
through the pores of the fkin, and at laft 
radically cure the difeafe fooner or later, ac- 
cording as the morbific matter oppofes more 
or leds relftance to the effect of our en 
€ 
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_ We think it neceffary to.obferve, that asi 
venereal difeafes require certain preliminary 
préparations to. render the action of the mer- 
‘curÿ more efficacious upon. venereal con- 
crétions, fo patients afliéted with tetters: 
fhould be duly prepared for the application 
“of the metallic remedy which we ule: 
thefe preparations confift in bleedings, purg- 
ings, domeftic baths, herb-broths, mineral 
waters, &c, and thefe may be left of 
fooner or later, according to the nature, 
-date of the difeafe, and conftitution of the 
patient. If thefe precautions are taken, we 
need be under no apprehenfion for the 
events, but may reft in the greateft fecuri- 
ty : for I dare advance upon the foundation 
-of a long experience, that the fame fuccets 
follows this treatment of the moft inveterate 
“and envenomed tetters, as does that of the 
moft confirmed pox when it has been. me- 
thodically treated ; that is to fay, when frictions: 
have been preceded by proper preparations.. 
As often as we drefs the patients with: 
our metallic remedy, the eruptiom becomes 
more viftble. We conclude that this matter 
is dried up im certain places of the part ai- 
‘fected, efpecially when. the tetter is crufted 
or ulcerated, it a fine red fkin is.drawn over 
the healed part, while the neighbouring 
places: continue, to: yield à thin, yellow hue 
mour,. which never ceafes to sun. tilLit is. 
entirely, exhaufted: this humour. is lets fen- 
ible, when the tetters have a white head. 
& 5 Tetters 
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» Tetters are in general very. troublefonie, 
eh: from the infupportable :itchings that 
they occafion, or from an acrimonious fup- 
puration. Thofe who are afflicted with this 
difeafe, are much inclined to fcratch, which 
fo irritates and inflames the fkin, as: to: pro- 
duce reftlefs nights : fometimes, again, the 
parts inflame, fuppurate, and ulcerate ; vand 
it is not at all uncommon to fee thefe ulcers | 
become habitual, for the want of. proper 
remedies to calm the irritations, and blunt 
the acrimony of the purulent matter that 
runs from them. 

The variety of external applications in the 
treatment of tetters is almoft infinite: but 
T am not afraid to affert, that many are 

ufelefs, and others dangerous. ‘To be. con- 
virioëd of this, it is fafficitnt ‘to perufe the 
works of praétitioners who have treated of 
furgery, and particularly the Treatife of Tur- 
ner, who is the beft writer upon the difeafes of 
the fkin: This author prefcribes a number of 
remedies ; but there is not one upon which 
we can depend for a radical cure of tetters ; 
while it would be extremely dangerous to 
make ufe of many which he has recommend- 
ed: fuch are thofe which are compounded of 
vitriol, alum, lime, the fublimate in pow- 
der, mercury, verdigrife, white precipitate, 
“red precipitate, and a number of other in- 
gredients, of which the action was never 
well afcertained, and always to be fufpected: 
Le conclusion to be drawn from the sweet 

etai 
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detail is thiss That it is a matter ‘of: great 
‘importance to have difcovered a Specific re- 
-médy for the cure of tetters, which are 
often: attended with the moft fatal. confe- 
quences. from the application of the com- 

mon prefcriptions. 

But to conform to ‘the order which I 
have hitherto followed, I fhall finifh cas 
Chapter with fome Obfervations. ° 


OBSERVATION L 
One VICTOIRE, of the battalion of 


Mayenne, had for twenty years paft his leg. co- 
vered from the knee to the inftep with tetters, 
He had been in different hofpitals, in fearch of a 
cure. By the ufe of domeftic baths, herb-brot:s, 
and the application of the vegeto-mineral water, 
‘and the pomatum made with the extract of Saturn 
(fee the Formulz) he was wet cured in feven- 
and-thirty days. DL 


OBSERVATION Il. 


A SOLDIER, of theregiment De La Ro- 
cheaimon, had Been. afflicted for three years paft 
with a puftulous tetter on the right leg, attend- 
ed with infupportable itchings. After having tri- 
ed without fuccefs many remedies, he was,cured in 
the Royal Hofpital in fix weeks, by the Femaedies 
above-mentioned. 


~ OBSERVATION Ul. 


ROME LA VIOLET TE, corporal in the 

egiment of Eu, had been afflicted with tetters in 

erent parts of his body for five years pait: he 
wae treated in the manner’ above-mentioned, 


cured in. forty y days.” on 
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OBSERVATION IV. > 


FRANCIS GUENIN, foldier in the regiment 
of Salins, had been afflicted for four months with 
a white tetter on the thigh, as big as twice the 
palin of the hand: he was cured in a month, 


OBSERVATION. V. .. 
PAUL GRESSE, a foldier, had been afited 


for five months with puftulous and ulcerated tetters 
on his legs and thighs: he was cured in five-and- 
twenty days. 5 


“OBSERVATION VL | 
JOHN REBOUT, foldier, aficted with a 


tetter for fix weeks, was cured in feventeen days. 
OBSERVATION VII. 


ANTHONY PAGES, of the regiment of Eu, 
had tetters on his thigh during five weeks : cured 
An one-and-twenty days. 


coe OBSERVATION VIII 


PETER NOVIO, a foldier in the battalion of 
Dole, had been affiited with tetters on the upper 
part of his thigh for above three months: he was 
cured 1 in feven-and- -twenty days. 


OBSERVATION IX. 


~ JOHN” F ORET, foldier in the regiment of 
Burgundy, had tetters on his fore arm 204 thigh : 
cured in hve-and-twenty days. 


#1 i “OBSERVATION X. 


PETER GUENON, foldier, had tetters on 
the fuperior part of his arm for five months: 
cured in one-and-twenty days, 

: “OBSE Re 
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OBSERVATION XI. 
One’ SAINT JACQUES, foldier, had been 
‘afflicted “with tetters "on his‘arm and fore-arm : 
‘cured i in feventeen day ys. 


OBSERVATION XIL > 


JOHN POLE, foldier in the regiment of Bur- 
gundy, had tetters on the fore-arm : was cured in 
one-and-twenty days. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


IN. the year 1746, Mr. de Montbas, basthits 
had fo violent a humour in his legs, that the Mare- 
chal De Belleifle ordered him to: quit the army to 
get cured: they were ‘covered with tetters, that 
were both inflamed and uleerated. Many remedies 
had been made ufe of without fuccefs. On his ar 
rival at Montpellier, he called a confultation of 
meffieurs Lazermés, Serrane fenior, and myfelf. 
The: phyficians were of opinion, that he fhould 
make ufe of various internal remedies, and go to 
Bareges. But upon their leaving the room, I af- 
fured the patient, that if he would ftay at Mont- 
pellier, I could be of no finall affiftance to him, 
Upon hearing this, he refolved to come to my 
houfe, where I gave him the internal remedies 
that he had been advifed to take. I then applied 
my pomatum, and the vegeto-mineral water. In 
three days there was fo gr eat a change.for the bet- 
ter, that I defired Mr. Serrane fenior to come to 
my houfe, to be witnefs of it. This gentleman ex- 
prelled his furprife to me in very flattering terms, 
The patient, by perfevering in the ufe of the above 
remedies, was {oon in a fituation to return home, 
there to continue the internal ones. The com- 
plaint i in à his legs was removed ; and the a after 
4 had 


ee 
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I had the:honour of feeing him at Genoa in perfect 


health. 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


ABOUT two years ago, Mr. Lagarde, valet-de- 
chambre to the chevalier De Saint-Prieft, had a fall 
from his horfe, by which accident the fore-part of 
his fhoulder and breaft were bruifed. Lavender- 
‘water, brandy, and at laft a plaifter was applied, 
which he wore for fix weeks. On taking it off, 
the {kin was found of a reddifh colour : this rednefs 
continued to fpread over the neighbouring parts, 
and at laft became of. the tetter kind, and was at- 
tended with difagreeable itchings. On the patient 
coming to me, I gave him fome vegeto-mineral 
water, with whieh he wafhed the parts affected 
twice a-day. On the fifteenth he was perfectly 
eured. | nisitacd 


OBSERVATION XV. 


ONE Richardôt, a foldier in the Royal Regiment 
of Infantry, had been afflicted for fome time with a 
tetter on each leg, which entirely covered alk,the 
fore ‘part of it ; it was fo inconvenient to him, that 
he could fcarcely walk. He had been for fome 
time in the Royal Hofpital at Befancon, where 
he faid they had applied oils, which had helped to 
encreafe his diforder. In this fituation he was 
obliged to march with his regiment to. Valence: 
on his arrival there, he went to the Military Hofpi- 
tal. A decoétion of elder-flowers in wine at firft 
gave him fome relief; but his complaint afterwards 
being encreafed, he was obliged to be conveyed to 
our Royal Hofpital at Montpellier. He was blooded 
and purged, and ordered to bathe, and take decoc- 
tions of herbs. Thefe remedies were affifted by the 
‘application of comprefles dipped in the DE te 4 

ner 


eral. water, and wetted from time to time, In 
Jefs than fifteen days the patient was cured. 


OBSERVATION, XVI. 


_THE 18th of July 1750, Jofeph Benac, a foldier 
in the regiment of Brefie, came to the Venereal 
Hofpital to be cured of a fcurfy tetter, which in- 
fefted his whole body: the patient looked like .a 
leper. He made ufe of the cerate of Saturn, whofe 
-bafis is the vegeto-mineral water, as may be feen 
in the Formule. On the fixth day all the fcurf 
came off, and by continuing the ufe of the above 
cerate and water, he was perfectly cured the gth 
day of Auguft following, on which day he left the 
hofpital. . ” 


OBSERVATION XVI. 


Communicated by Mr. BRUGYERE, Surgeon af 
| | Saumieres. 
THIS Surgeon informed me, that he had cured 


a tetter of a long ftanding, by the application of the 
pure extract, 


: 


“CHAP. 


4 
Fr. 
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On the Itch. 


ap HE itch is an eruption of little cute 
neous puftules, which may be indifcri~ 
minately {pread over the whole body, except 
the face ; but is more particularly remarkable 
on the ‘writts, between the fingers, on the 
‘arms, hams, HA thighs. 

The itch is generally divided into two 
kinds: one is called the dry or canine, the 
other the moift itch: but thefe two may be 
fubdivided into four other kinds, which de- 
ferve the particular attention of a judicious 
practitioner. ‘To follow this fubdivifion, in-. 
dicated by Mr. Raimond, in his Treatife upon 
difeafes that are dangerous to cure, we Will. 
confider the itch under four different points. 
of view; as, critical, fpontaneous, [ymptomatic,. 
and communicated. ‘The firft is the termina- 
‘tion of an acute or chronical difeafe, when: 
the matter is depoñted on the furface of the 
‘body. “The fecond appears of itfelf, and is. 
not preceded by any ulnefs, but 1s produced 
by a thicknefs and acrimony ‘of humours con- 
tracted by a grofs unhealthy diet, and. are- 
fpiration of a moift and foul air; it princi- 
pally attacks fea-faring people. The third 1S 
an effect or fymptom of another difeafe, as: 

venereak 
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venereal complaints, jaundice, feurvy, &c. 
The fourth is acquired by touching and dwell- 
ing with thofe who have the itch, 

T faid above that the different kinds of 
itch, of which I have given a fhort account, 
may be moift or dry. "The dry itch is diftin- 
guifhed by {mall and almoft imperceptible 
pimples, and a very troublefome itching, 
that obliges the patients to fcratch, whether 
they will or not. The moift, or the great 
itch is generally marked by more confider- 
able puftules, even often greater than are 
thofe of the fmall-pox : thefe puftules are 
commonly filled with matter, and caufe lefs 
itching than is felt inthe dry or canine itch. 

There is yet another fpecies of the itch,. 
which I have often obferved: this is a 
combination of the moift itch and ulcerated 
and crufted tetters, It fhews itfelf in blot- 
ches, as large as the palm of the hand, on 
the arms, legs, and fometimes alfo on other 
parts of the body. : 

The feat of the itch is commonly faid to 
be in the glands of the texture of the fkin. 
Mr. Raimond is not at all of that opinion ; 
he thinks that the feat of this diforder is in 
the nipples, or nervous pyramides, that form 
the organ of touch. But neither does his 
fyftem appear fufficiently clear, nor his de 
nion probable. 

It will eafily be perceived, that the prog- 
noftic of this difeafe muft vary according to 
the different kinds we have ju 1 

a c 
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The critical terminates a difeafe, when the 
morbid. matter is entirely depofited upon 
the fkin, and then does not require any par- 
ticular treatment. The third kind muft be 
ranked among the difeafes, of which it is a 
complication; and with regard to the twa 
others, that is to fay, the fpontaneous itch, 
and that contracted by contagion, we can 
affert, that they are not at all dangerous. of 
themfelves, but that this may become very 
much fo, if the matter is imprudently re- 
pelled : and this is confirmed by many ob- 
fervations collected by authors, and particu+ 
Jarly by Mr. Raimond. It is pretended that 
in fome countries, as in Brittany, the itch 
is endemical; andthere we are affured, that 
a number of people retain, during their whole 
Jives, the leaven of this diforder, which fhews 
itfelf in puftules, that return and difappear at 
different feafons of the year. 

We come now to the cure, which varies 
equally with the prognoftic, according to 
the particular nature of the itch. Of the four 
kinds taken notice of by Mr. Raimond, there 
is not one with which our remedy does not 
very wellagree; feeing it invariably produces 
the fame effect, in multiplying the itchy erup- 
tions, and confequently cleanfing the mafs:of 
blood. However, we fhall {peak more par- 
ticularly of that itch which is formed by the 
habit, and of that which: is: contracted by 
contaét with thofe infected with it, as theft 
more frequently occur in practice. — 

cw 
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»°Few difeafes have had more remedies pres 
feribed for them; but Turner’s Treatife on 
Cutaneous Ditorders prefents us with a mul- 
tiplicity of applications, which are not eafily 
enumerated, and from which the moft fan- 
guine practitioners promife a dubious fuc- 
cefs. Authors of this clafs muft have hoped 
to promote the interefts of mankind. How- 
ever, I fhall make no apology for affirming, 
that the ftile and method of thefe writers 
" may poffibly ‘be as prejudicial to young prac 
_ titioners; asthey are difagreeable and irkfome 
to their readers. The only two {pecifics for 
the itch hitherto recommended, are fulphur 
and mercury. But I think I may, wirhout 
offending any one, with great truth declare, 
that I have often feen thefe medicines not 
only fail.of fuccefs, but produce the very 
worft effects in patients attacked with the 
itch. Mercury is known to be a heating 
and fearching remedy, which fhould never 
be applied but with the greateft precaution, 
and therefore fhould give place to a cooler 
and fafer treatment. With regard to fulphur, 
my Own obfervations have convinced me, 
that it is not liable to all the exceptions which 
lie againft mercury. But not to infift on the 
- danger attending it, when not preceded by 
proper preparations, it muft be allowed, that 
at is neither fo agreeable nor convenient a 
medicine: as one could wifh. On the other 
hand, what we here recommend has every 
advantage that can intitle it to a preference 
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to the other two; not only its effects are 
certain, but it is fo inoffenfive, that no excep- 
tion: can: pofñlibly be taken to the ufe of it. 
To thefe confiderations I muft beg leave to 
add another, which is fuggefted by the na- 
ture of his majefty’s fervice. It is certain 
that the military hofpitals will be maintained 
at a lefs expence, if my remedy be fubftituted 
in lieu of thofe which have hitherto been 
“mentioned for the cure of the itch. For 
though fulphur and lard, of which the oint- 
ment for the itch is made, are not very ex- 
penfive ingredients to private families, yet 
the great confumption of them in the army, 
is an object which merits the attention of the 
miniftry ; efpecially if it is confidered, that 
the linnen of the foldiers does not fuffer fo 
much by the ufe of our medicine, which 
will be no inconfiderable faving. 

Another advantage that would refult from 
the medicine which we propofe, is, that the 
eyes would not fuffer, as they frequently do, 

‘from the forgetfulnefs of the patients, who. 
are too apt to rub them with hands that have 
been beimeared with fulphur. What I have 
here faid of the effects of my remedy is not 
exaggerated, feeing I can alledge in its fa- 
vour more-than 2500 cafes, befides the ad- 
vantageous atteftation that has been given 
me by meflienrs Imbert and Fournier. This 
alone would be a fufficient recommendation 
of it, if ignorance, fordid envy, vile. intereft,. . 
and a thoufand other ccuzemptible aug 
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did not almoft always raife a clamour againit 
the man who prefumes. to render: himfelf 
ufeful to his fellow-creatures by a new dif 
covery, from a fett of people who never 
having done any. thing to deferve the atten- 
tion of the Public, feek to emerge from their 
obfcurity by railing at the talents of others. 
To, prevent the malicious imputations of 
thefe people, the number of whom is un- 
fortunately too great, I fhall lay before the 
reader fuch pieces as, in the eyes of every 
man of fenfe, muft fully juftity the praifes 
I have beftowed upon my remedy, lefs from 

a motive of vanity, of which I am not at all 
fufceptible, than from the view of the pub- 
lic utility, and his majefty’s fervice, which 
are the objects that have always taken up 
my attention. 

- The Royal Marine regiment has furnifhed 
us with a great number of people in the 
itch, inthe Royal Hofpital, Mr. Guillerme, 
furgeon-major of that regiment, who pre- 
icribed my remedy, was extremely furprifed 
at the effects he faw produced, and in con- 
fequence of them gave us the following cer- 
.tificate. | 


I THE underwritten Surgeon-major of the Royal 
Regimentof Marines, certify, That fince Mr. Gou- 
lard has made the ufeful difcovery of the virtue 
of the extract of Saturn for the itch, I have ex- 
-amined and exactly followed in his hofpital, the 


method he ufed in the treatment of near two hun- 


dred 


a 
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dred foldiers, who had the itch, belonging to: the 
faid regiment, By this excellent remedy all were 
radically cured, with much greater facility, and in 
a fhorter time, than fuch as followed other me- 
thods, efpecially fince allum and falt have been 
admitted into the compofition. Although the pa- 
tients have been difmifled from the hofpital for 
above thefe fix months, the itch has not appeared 
again on any of them; and all without exception 
have been free from thofe accidents, which but 
too frequently follow the common method of cure, 
fuch as impofthumes, and the moft alarming internal 
complaints, &c. Many able phyficians of the royal 
hofpitals have made the fame obfervation. Now 
this proof, joined to the fingular effect of this re- 


‘medy, in promoting at firft the itchy eruptions, de- 


monitrates that it cannot, with any colour of rea~ 
fon, be ranked among the repellers. 


Signed, GUILLERME, 


The different regiments of militia feat» 
tered over this province, have furnifhed us 
with a number of patients troubled with the 
itch, for thefe two or three years paft; they 
have all been cured with equal fpeed and 
fafety. 

Many fargeons, in different countries, 
have made fe Of the fame remedy, with the 
like fuccefs ; nor can we entertain the leaft 


doubt of their care and abilities in the pre- 
paration or the application of it. 


Mr. Soulier, furgeon-major of the ret 


ament of Bigorre, wrote to me from Rochelle, 
on the 26th of June, that he made great ufe 


of 


— 
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of my vegéto-mineral water in the treatment | 
of various external diforders, and particu- 
larly for the foldiers of his regiment trou- 
bled with the itch, who were all cured with- 
out any bad ‘confequences attending the 
application. : hu 
Mr. Taignon, furgeon-major of the regi- 
ment of Soiffonois, wrote to me from Aigues- 
Mortes, the 6th of Auguft: laft, to the fol- 
lowing purport. hee 


* ACCORDING to the receipt which you gave 
*¢ me for the itch, I have made ufe of the vegeto- 
€ mineral water upon fifty patients, troubled with 
‘ that diforder, of the battalion of Limoges, among 
<< whom there was every fpecies of the above com- 
plaint. I can aflure you, that including the time 
“< they were under preparation, fuch as were the 
“t Jongeft in a courfe of the medicine, did not ex- 
<# ceed fixteen days, without the leaft accident hap- 
“ pening to any one of them. But what appeared 
“ to me remarkable, is, that the eruptions were 
<< encreafed during the firft days, which ought to 
_ # give your remedy the preference to all others 
6 | have alfo made ufe of the fame medicine with 
great fuccefs in the treatment of the phymofis 
‘6 and paraphymofis, for the cleanfing of ulcers, 
“€ and in every fpecies of inflammation. Surgery 
« is indebted to you, Sir, for a remedy, the effects 
<€ of which feem to have no bounds. For my own 
«part, I am very fenfible of my obligations to 
** you, and beg leave to affure you of the fincerity 
_ ® and attachment with which [ am, &c. | 


Signed, TAIGNON.” 


34 A TREATISE on LEAD. 


In 1747, the marquis de Paulmy, minifter 
at war, {ent my receipts for the itch to the 
different hofpitals in Flanders, to Dunkirk, 
Bethune, Arras, Douai, Gravelines, Lille, 
ëêcc. | 

It appears, that at Dunkirk, of fixteen 
treated after my method, in the itch, all 
were cured, from fifteen to twenty days, in- 
cluding the preparations of bleeding and 
purging, as is attefted by Mr. Ybuankouc, 
M. D. 


From the account fent from Lille to the 
minifter, dated the firft of March, 1757, by 
Mr. Plaintegu, furgeon-major, and examined 
by the chevalier de Boncourt, commiflary 
at war, it appears that none of the patients 
were cured by my method of treatment under 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty days. In 
fhort, Mr. Plaintegu does not condemn it, 
and finds no other inconvenience from it 
than retarding the cure for fome days, and 
acknowledges that it is lefs difagreeable than 
the ordinary method; ‘ Befides, fays he, the 
linnen of the foldiers was perhaps lefs ftained.”’ 

By the lift fent from the military hofpital 
at Douai to the minifter, the 27th of March, 
1757, by Mr. Lanoy, phyfician to the above 
hofpital, it appears, that a foldier was rubbed 
with the vegeto-mineral water feventeen times, 
and was cured. ial 

Another fix times, and cured 

Another five times, and cured. : 

Another feven timcs, and cured. 

Another 
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Another eleven times, and cured. 
Another feven times, and cured. . 
Another four times, and cured. 
Another four times, and cured. 
Another four times, and cured. 
Another four times, and cured. 
Another ten times, and cured. 
Another thirteen times, and cured. 
Another nine times, and cured. 
Another four times, and afterwards blooded 
again, and again purged and rubbed. 


It may be obferved from the annexed ac- 
count, fays Mr. Lanoy, that fome patients 
have been cured in a very fhort time, others 
more flowly, and fome required bleeding 
and purging again. That depends, accord- 
ing to the remark of that judicious phyfi- 
cian, upon the kind and duration of the 
itch: For fuch as had lately contracted it, 
were cured in a few days; but it proved 

more obftinate in fuch as had been troubled 
with it for fome months. The fame may 
be faid of thofe patients who laboured under 
fome other difeafe, together with the itch, 
as continual or intermittent fevers: the cure 
of thefe was not fo fpeedy, and it was ne- 
ceflary to prepare them by. the remedies 
commonly prefcribed for purifying the blood ; 
‘fuch as decoétions of the roots of bardana, 
china root, zthiops mineral, and fuch like. 
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The Obfervations which were made. by 
order of the Minifter in the hofpital of Arras 
and Bethune, deferve to be placed here at 
full length. We will begin with thofe fent 
to Court, from the firft of thofe hofpitals, by 
Mr. Durand, who attends them; and we 
will afterwards give thofe that were commu- 
nicated by Mr. Darquies, furgeon-major to 
the regiment of Bethune, the 4th of March, 
1757: | 


OBSERVATION of the Phyfcian of the 
-Holpital of Arras. 


THE ufe which has been made in the Military 
Hofpital ofArras, of a remedy fent down by the Court 
under thename of the extract of Saturn, for the cure 
of the itch, has had all the good effects that could be 
expected from it ; ifwe except only a certain number 
of foldiers, on whom it took no effect ; from which 
there was reafon to fufpect, that fome other difeafe 
might have been joined to the itch, Nor was this a 
mere conjecture; for by the ufe of baths, and fric- 
tions on the wrifts and hams with mercurial oint- 
ment and æthiops mineral, a ptifan of the root 
of bardana and lapathum, they were entirely cured.. 

The prefent account given by me, phyfcian to 
the faid hofpital. Arras, the 1ft of Auzuft 1757. 

| DuraANp. 


OBSERVATION of the Surgeon-Major 
of the Hofpital at Bethune. | 

THE well-known effects of the extra&tof Saturn, 

perfectly anfwer the author’s intention; always 

fuppofing the ufe of it to be preceded by bleeding and 

phyfic ; 
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phyfic; as thefe are neceflary preparations : for 
difpofing the blood to be benefited by this remedy. 
I have obferved, that of forty patients with the 
itch, who were treated with this medicine, fomeé: 
were cured the 6th, the 8th, and the roth day, 
None exceeded the 16th. I have farther obferved, 
that they were all cured by a copious perfpiration ; 
and upon that account I preferred the adminiiterinz 
it at night, when the patient went to bed. For i 
is well known that the two kinds of itch, both the 
moift and the dry, are feated in the glands of the 
texture of the fkin, and that nothing can more 
conduce to its cure than a copious perfpiration, 
which is always promoted by the warmth of the 
bed. | | 

The extract of Saturn is an active, fearching 
medicine ; whole fine, penetrating particles divide 
the itchy concretions, and caufe them to tranfpire 
through the pores of the fkin, by means of a copi- 
ous fweat, which is brought on after every friction. 

It is finally our opinion, that this much approved 
remedy feems the moft efficacious, and the only 
one hitherto difcovered, that ought to be made uie 
of. Such is the refult of the Obfervations made 
upon the effects of that remedy in the Military 
Hofpital at Bethune. Bethune, the 4th of March, 
1757. Signed DARQUIES, furgeon-major to the 
hofpital. | 


OBSERVATIONS of Mr.Dorrimonr, 
Surgeon-Major of the Royal Hofpital at 
Gravelines, tranfmitted to the Court the 1ft 
of April, 1757. 


UPON the Court having done me the honour to 
fend mea letter from Mr. Goulard, furgeon-major of 
the Royal Hofpital at Montpellier, in which the 

2 author 
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author makes publick the compofition of his Bou- 
gies, whofe bafis is the extraét of Saturn, I care- 
tully followed his directions with great fuccefs. 

I was already acquainted with the virtues-of the 
vegeto-mineral water, by having made ufe of it to 
great advantage in the cure of ulcers in the legs, 
which prove very obftinate in this part of the 
world, The following is the compofition I have 
made ufe of, for thefe feventeen years paft; during 
which time i have had the honour of being furgeon- 
major of this place. 

‘Take four quarts of forge-water, two quarts of 
good vinegar, and two pounds of litharge of gold : 
boil the whole together down to five quarts. 
Then let it fettle, and pour the liquor into bottles 
well corked, for ufe. When I have a mind to 
ufe this liquor, which may be called Saturnine- 
Martial Water, I begin by warming it, and then 
dip the comprefies and pledgets into it, which I 
apply to the ulcers as warm as poflible, 

in regard to the itch, upon Mr. De Chateau- 
villars’s communicating to me the contents of a 
letter from Mr. De Caumartin, on the new me- 
thod of curing this difeafe, I followed the direc- 
tions, and above e thirty foldiers of the battalion of 
Saint Jo, and as many more of Fifher’s, have 
been entirely cured. 

But to make a farther experiment, I wafhed the 
lard with the Saturnine-martial water, and then 
znointed the patients with it; by which means 
they were more eafily cured. ’ Perhaps the ferru- 
gineous parts mixed with thofe of the lead, are 
better adapted for removing more fpeedily ob- 
ftructions in the cutaneous glands. 1 


Gravelines, April the aft, 1754. 
DorLiMonT, Surgeon-Major of the Hofpital. 


REMARKS 
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IT appears from the cures performed in 
the above hofpitals, and thofe in the military 
one at Montpellier, wherein more than 2000 
foldiers have made ufe of the extraét of Sa- 
turn, that this medicine ought to be confi- 
dered as the true fpecific for the treatment 


of the itch. In our firft experiments, we, 


mixed it up with lard: but we are fince 
convinced by a multitude of facts, that a 
mixture of the extract of Saturn with com- 
mon water, and a little brandy, is fuficient 
to cure theitch. Neverthelefs, to haften the 
fcaling off the itchy eruptions, a little fea-falt, 
and alum in powder, may be added to the 
vegeto-mineral water, as we fhall direct in 
the Formule. 

This method may be looked upon as the 
moft perfect for the cure of the itch, and 
the moft likely to anfwer the intentions of 
the Miniftry; for in cafe it is followed, it 
will not be neceffary to fend the foldiers 
to the hofpitals, which will be a confiderable 
faving to the king ; feeing it will be fufficient 
to rub the patients with “the vegeto-mineral 
water at home. 

Our remedy has this advantage in parti- 
cular, over others, that the fine particles, of 
which it is compoied, are more eafily intro- 
duced into the fource of the itchy leaven ; 
and confequently we fee the eruptions en- 
creafe from the firft day it is uled, to the 

: H 3 | fourth 
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fourth or fifth day, after which they dry 

away. Mr. Imbert, chancellor of the Uni- 

verfity of Medicine, and infpeétor of the hof- 

pitals, appears to be convinced, by the mul: 
tiplication of the itchy eruptions, that this 

remedy is poffeffed of a quality direétly op- 

polite to repuifion, which has been imuri- 

oufly attributed to it. When the itch is 

entirely manifefted upon the fkin, this:‘medi- 

Cine acts by perfpiration, which is particu- 

larly heightened in the night: a new proof 
of the virtue which Mr. Imbert acknow- 

ledged it to have, and the effect of which, 

far from repelling, opens, fearches, and at- 
tenuates the itchy leaven; encreafes and 

brings out the eruptions; fometimes favours 

a gentle, and fometimes a copious tranfpira- 

tion ; but always acts with a force proper for 

diffipating the itchy matter. More than 

2000 itchy patients, having been cured by 

the effects of this application, without the 

leaft inconvenience refulting from it, prove 

that thofe who met with accidents in the 

treatment of fome others, were miftaken in 

fome effential point of the prefcription 

which I have given. This is the opinion 

we ought to entertain of the method em- 

‘ployed by the anonymous author of the laft 

Obfervations tranfmitted to me by Mr, 

Chenevieres, by order of the Marquis De 
Paulmy. 

, { will reft the proofs of the mild action of 
this remedy, and its difperfing, pote 
ATWO | i 
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and anodine quality, ufon the Obfervations 
which have been made in the hofpitals of 
Lille, Dunkirk, Arras, Bethune, Douai, 
and Gravelines; and on the perfect and ra- 
dical cure of all the itchy patients on whom 
it was tried. The phyficians and furgeons 
who attended them pive it great commenda- 
tions. ‘In one of thefe hofpitals alone, it is 
faid to’ have retarded the cure; but not one 
of the Obfervations upon the occafion has 
remarked, that this remedy was fubjeét to the 
inconveniencies with which the author of the 
Jaft Obfervations charges it. It is really fur- 
prifing, that in the treatment of feven itchy 
patients, of which he has given an account, 
it fhould have been attended with fo many 
revolutions, fo many abfceffes and colics, 
and fo many other accidents, which certainly 
have nothing in common with the effects of 
out médicine. We mutt do it this juftice, 
when we are fupported by thoufands of facts 
againft its repelling quality. By what law 

of caufes and effects fhould this remedy 
prove fo fuccefsful in the cure of fo great a 
number of itchy patients, as I have attended 
_.fince the month of November, 1756, and in 


DS 


‘thé hofpitals of Flanders, ahd be fo unfavour- 


able in the feven.cafes which the author of 
the laft Obfervations mentions? We beg 
that the Minifter will be fo good as to attend- 
a little to this laft Obiervation. The confe- 
quences drawn‘ by the fame Obfervator are 
apparently well grounded, though entirely 
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falfe in effect. He looks upon the extra 


of Saturn to be a dangerous medicine, and 
attributes to it all the violent accidents 
which attended fome of his patients. I can 
only add, in oppofition to the long detail 
he has given of them, a lift of effectual and 
peedy cures, compleated without the leaft 
inconvenience, both in our hofpital, under 
the eyes of Mr. Imbert our infpector, whofe 
atteftation ought to be decifive, and in 
others where it was ufed for the itch. The 
repelling quality which the abovementioned 
author attributes to our remedy, is incom- 
patible with its known effects. The hiftory 
of its fuccefs would fill many volumes; 
and I can fay with great truth and fatisfac- 
tion, that it has been the means of removing 
the prejudices of many celebrated phyficians 
and furgeons in this univerfity, who were 
formerly inclined to rank the extract of Sa- 
turn among repelling medicines. Ina word, 
it is the great external remedy ufed in this 
city, fo celebrated for the art of healing, as 
well as in others, for the cure of external or 
chirurgical difeafes, in which repellers muft 
be greatly hurtful; whereas ours daily pro- 
duces faith effects, as furprife the mafters of 
the art, who are not to be impofed upon, 
and were not convinced before they faw a 
thoufand proofs of its efficacy. 

The fame author in his Obfervations, to 
decry the extract of Saturn, has drawn an 
argument from the accidents that happen fp 

the 


Es RE CT H: } 158 


the workmen in lead-mines: but though he 
agrees with the reft of mankind, in recom- 
mending mercury as a fpecific in the vene- 
real difeafe, he takes no notice of the fatal 
accidents to which the unhappy victims 
condemned to labour in the quickfilver mines 
are daily expofed. It is neverthelefs. certain, 
however good their conftitutions may be,that: 
they never exceed. four years, without being 
feized with tremblings and contractions of 
the nerves, involuntary fpafms of the muf- 
cles; habitual and often mortal palfies. 
However, from thefe mines, whofe effects 
are fo pernicious to fuch as work in them, 
is drawn the fpecific for the venereal difeafe.. 
Now is it not evident that the accidents 
which befall the workmen employed in the 
lead and quickfilver mines, are lefs the effects 
of thefe minerals, than of the arfenical and. 
heterogeneous particles. that are mixed with 
them ? : 
Whoever would be convinced of the ex. 
iftence of thefe heterogeneous fubftances 
need only take mercury, as it comes out of, 
the mine, and then pound it with a wooden. 
peftle in a marble mortar full of water, and. 
it will be found, that a brown powder will, 
be feparated, and fall to. the bottom of the 
mortar, which will come away with the wa: 
ter, when poured out. . 
Mercury thus prepared, produces effects. 
known to all the world, by curing the moft: 
obftinate venereal difeafes, without ary in-. 
: H 5 conve- 
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conveniencies ever refulting from it, when 
adminiftered by able hands. I do not exag- 
gerate, when I affert, that I never loft one 
patient, amongft the many thoufands that 
I have attended in the Royal Hofpital and 
at home, by the bad effects of mercury, 
which was undoubtedly owing to the atten- 
tion I gave to the due preparation of it. 

_ Now, do not the falutary effects produced 


‘by mercury, nicely feparated from all hete- 


rogeneous matter, authorife us to fay, that: 
the fame refources may be found in the pre- - 
parations of lead for other complaints, if the 
like care is taken to have it well purified, 
before it is made ufe of ? Such a preparation 
is that which follows from an ebullition of 
litharge with vinegar, of which the extract 
of Saturn: is the refult, employed under the 
different forms we give it, and which per- 
forms cures every day, which the moft emi- 
nent of the profeffion cannot behold without’ 


 aftonifhment. 


* It’ muft be obferved, as an effential cir- 
cumftance, that the ftrongeft vinegar is the 
moft proper to diflolve the litharge; on’ 
which account we fhall particularly recom- 
mend that of Rouffillon and Languedoc. 

It is not lefs important to remark, that. 
the boiling of the litharge with the vinegar 
ought to be continued an hour and a half; 
as I have mentioned in my letter to Mr. 


De La Martiniere, dated in the year 1751; 


and likewife in a Memoire read the fame 
| year 
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year to the Royal Society at Montpellier, 
An ounce of the, extract of Saturn and as 
much brandy fhould be. put to a quart of 
common water, which ought to be ufed, ge- 
herally fpeaking, two or three times a day, in 
the appearance.of, the itch, during the four 
or five firft days: But when the eruption 
feems.to be compleat, and tends towards a 
turn, by drying away, to every quart of 
water, compofed as above directed, fhould 
be added an ounce of fea-falt and an ounce 
of allum in powder; which is to be uféd 
as above. It may not be improper to ob- 
ferve, that this addition is not abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the cure of the itch, and that it 
Only ferves to accelerate it. | 
We fhould add, that the action of our 
remedy ought to be affifted by a certain de- 
gree. of heat, as was obferved by the furgeon- 
_ major of the hofpital.of Bethune; and as § 
. myfelf had.formerly remarked to Mr. Imbert, 
infpector of the hofpitals, and other phyfi- 
_ clans and furgeons, who did me the honour 
to follow me in my vifits. This will.not 
appear furprifing, if it be confidered that the 
principal effect of our remedy confifts in 
bringing out the itchy matter through the 
pores of the fkin; fo that its action ought 
naturally to be favoured by heat, to procure 

an abundant tranfpiration. 
However, I have not pretended to affert, 
that my medicine would cure the itch when 
combined with the venereal difeafe, king’s 
H 6 evil, 
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evil, or fcurvy, as the author of the laft 
Obfervations feems to infinuate. 

No body is ignorant, that thefe difeafes 
require a particular method, and appropri- 
ated medicines. There is room to judge, 
that this author is no praétitioner, and that 
he has been betrayed by weak authorities 
into an efteem of the remedies he propofes. 
Can he in effect blame the extraét of Saturn, 
becaufe he believed it to be a repeller, while’ 
he recommends an ointment made of allum 
mixed with hog’s lard? But no body has the 
Jeaft doubt of allum being an aftringent and 
repeller, though perhaps they have doubted 
of the method by which the extraét of Sa- 
turn has heats ated. Would arly one now, 
with the author of thefe Obfervations, pro- 
polie the ointment of Citrinum for the treat- 
ment of the itch? There is nothing, in effect, 
more dangerous than the folution of mer- _ 
cury in aqua fortis, although it be mixed 
with lard, and ufed only in external applica- 
tions. The fame mutt be faid of the preci- 
pitate of mercury, of which every one knows 
the effects. _” 

‘We hope that the author of the Obferva- 
tions will change his fentiments upon the 
effects of the extraét of Saturn, when he has 
examined without prejudice all that T have faid, 
to fubdue this error, in the courfe of this 
work. 

Lañftly, it is with the extract se Saturn 
as with marquis and all other excellent re- 

medies ; 
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medies ; it muft be ufed with judgment, to 
render it ferviceable; and I willingly ac- _ 
knowledge, that a mifapplication of it may 
be attended with danger. But I beg at the 
fame time, that I may be permitted to have 
recourfe to the authority of the Minifter, ta 
make the efficacy of our remedy appear in 
all the cafes for which I recommended it. 

The difference in the time of curing the 
itch, depends upon its quality, duration, 
the number of puftules, the ftate of the 
blood, complications, and laftly, the ftate of 
the weather, 

In general, the miliary and puftulous itch 
are cured in a very fhort time. 

The itch in the beginning, where the 
eruptions are not as yet entirely manifefted, 
requires fome days more for a cure. | 

The fcaly itch takes a little more time in 
the cure, becaufe it is not fufficient to de- 
ftroy the caufe. But we muft alfo attend, 
after the fall of the fcales, to the reftoration 
of the epidermis. 

The itch that is at the fame time fcaly and 
like a tetter, requires ftill more days, becaufe 
we have not only the leaven of the itch to 
fubdue, but alfo that of the tetter. 

If the venereal difeafe, fcurvy, or the like 
complaint be complicated with the itch, this 
complication muft be attended to, and muft 
direct us in the method of cure. 

When the blood of thofe in the itch is ex- 
tremely heated, fizy, and acrimonious, we 

mult 
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muft be very liberal in the ufe of fweeteners, 
coolers, diluters, and domeftic baths. ~~ 
Experience has convinced us, that the 
cold weather is not at all favourable to the 
treatment of the itch, becaufe it fhuts up 
the pores of the fkin, and retards confe- 
quently the tranfpiration of the itchy leaven, 
when it is attenuated in the miliary glands by 
the action of our metallic remedy. ni 
Although it may appear that patients in 
the itch were cured at Lille, in Flanders, 
fooner by the common method than by the 
extract of Saturn; yet to decide equitably 
of their refpective merit, it would be necei- 
fary to make ufe of both methods at the 
fame time ; for the fuccefs of the common 
method, when employed in warm weather, 
will not afcertain its fuperior excellence, 
when compared with ours.. For it is cer- 
tain, as I have already remarked, that the 
feafon of the year retards or favours the 
éure of the itch, in whatever manner it is 
treated ;. and we may venture to fay,. that 
the experiments made with our medicine 
were neither affifted by a favourable feafon, 
or climate; for as the country was northerly, . 
the cold muft have been more confiderable, 
and confequently retarded the cure, unlefs 
the rooms of the patients were carefully 
warmed. Without doubt all thefe circum- 
ftances were more favourable in the other 
hofpitals where the cure was effected in leis 

time. 
| Whatever 
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Whatever remedies are made ufe of for 
the cure of the itch; the feme variations will 
occur, with this difference, that by the ufe of 
our remedy the cure is fooner compleated 
(fuppofing every other circumftance parallel) 5. 
except when repellers are made ufe of, which 
by driving back the itchy leaven, caufe the 
eruptions to difappear, and lay a foundation 
for fatal confequences: fuch, for example, 
as muft be the effect of allum water, when 
made ufe of in the beginning of the difeafe. 


CHAP, 
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rt A mame 
On Ruptures. 


F allthe branches of the art, there is. 

perhaps not one that has been carried 
to that degree of perfection as the treatment 
of ruptures, and that fo evidently demon- 
{trates the fuperior excellence of modern fur- 
gery over that of the antients. I fhall not 
enter into a detail of the different kinds of 
ruptures, nor of their various cures. Such 
as are defirous to perfeét themfelves in the 
knowledge of this important branch of the 
profeflion, may confult the different authors: 
who have publifhed very elaborate treatifes. 
on this fubject ; but particularly the excel 
lent work of Mr. Arnaud, and the Memoirs. 
of the Royal Academy of Surgery. I fhall 
confine myfelf in this place to fome fhort re- 
marks upon external applications, the nature 
ef the ftrangled inteftines, and the operation 
. of reducing the inteftine. 

Bellofte is, I believe, the firft who made 
It appear, that emollients were hurtful in 
ruptures, with ftrangulation. He had, how- 
ever, made ufe of them for thirty years, and 
afterwards banifhed both them and oily ap- 
plications, which he looked upon with reafon: 
as pernicious. remedies. Jam of bin. 
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however, that the vegeto-mineral liquor, or 
oxycrate, is preferable to ice and fnow, which 
are recommended by Bellofte. | 
With regard to ftrangulations, I am per- 
fuaded, that: when they begin, there is no 
inflammation, and that there only then exifts 
an inflation of that part of the gut which is 
engaged in the ring. ‘This inflation of the 
gut is occafioned by a rarefaétion of the fub- 
{tances confined in this portion of the intef- 
tine ; and which is the caufe that the gut 
cannot be pufhed back through the opening 
of the ring, which now is become too fmall. 
This cannot remain long in this fituation, 
before the veffels of the ftrangled inteftine 
fwell, and thence follows an inflammation. I 
am not however of opinion, though it is ge- 
nerally fuppofed, that the ring, which is 
thought to be inflamed, contributes of 
itfelf to the ftrangulation. I rather look upon 
it, in this cafe, as a cord upon the ftretch, 
that is not fufceptible of relaxation, what- 
ever applications are employed to procure it. 
By what I have faid, it is eafy to perceive, 
that we ought effentially to attend to a dimi- 
nution of the fize of the inteftine; feeing it 
is to the increafed volume of it, we are to 
attribute the impoflibility of returning it into 
the abdomen. Now the remedies I have re- 
commended above, I mean the extraét of 
Saturn in water, or oxycrate, 1s the moft 
proper to anfwer this indication; and the 
fhorteft reflection is fufficient to fhew, a 
emol- 
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emollients, by relaxing the coats of the i ins 
teftine; cannot but render it more fufceptible 
of extenfion, and confequently favour the 
ftrangulation, 

The taxis, or the operation by which we 
reduce the inteftine, is more difficult than 
is imagined, and I have feldom feen a fur- 
geonvacquit himfelf with fuccefs, efpecially 
when it is attended with ftrahgulation. | 

I fhall now lay before the reader the man- 
ner in which I have been accuftomed to pro- 
ceed in the reduétion of the part. 

After having placed the patient ina proper 
fituation,, T put one hand under the thigh of 
the affected: fide, and apply the other upon 
thé tumour. Thefe two hands aët in’ con- 
junction by gentle and eafy movements, The 
air réturns at firft but.in a little quantity, 
and the {welling decreafes but infenfibly; 
however, we mutt, not be too hafty in he 
opération, as we fhould only put the patient 
to violent pain, without effecting a reduétion 
of thé patts. But as the operation, performed 
in the manner I have directed, lafts a confi- 
derable time, and very much fatigues the 
furgéon, I 4m felieved occafionally by an ~ 
aMiftaht, to whom I recommend fimply to 
fupport ‘the parts in the fame ftate in which 1 
left them. When I have recovered inyfelf 
from the fatigue, I return again to my work, 
and go on in this method till I have made the 
inteftine recede. - I can venture to fay, atk 
‘by proceeding thus with Bais yr 

ave 


RUPTURES. 16% 


have often fucceeded, without giving the pa- 
tient pain, in cafes where many others had 
failed. I reflect with pleafure, that I once 
gave relief to a profeffor of phyfic in this 
city, at a time when every one thought his 
life in danger. | 

The following Obfervations will help to 
fupport what I have advanced upon the fub- 
ject. 


OBSERVATION I. 


I WAS fent for to Nimes, in the month of July 
3750, to fee Mr. Teitié, lord of Marguerite, aged 
eighty-four, who for three days paft had a rupture, 
with ftrangulation. ‘The phyficians and furgeons 
had applied the emollient cataplafms generally made 
ufe of on the occafion. My firft care was to attempt 
the reduction of the inteftine ; but not fucceeding in | 
my attempt, I replaced the former cataplafm, and 
‘we confulted on the moft advifeable methods to be 
taken, to refcue the patient from the imminent 
danger he was expofed to. The gentlemen my 
aflociates confented to an application of vinegar 
‘and water, for want of the extract of Saturn : one 
part of vinegar was mixed to three parts of water. 
I caufed comprefles, dipped in this mixture, to be 
applied to the tumour ; thefe were carefully moift- 
ened every half hour, from eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon to fix in the afternoon, at which time 
the gentlemen of the confultation returned. On 
removing the dreffing, we found the tumour dimi- 
nifhed one half. I made a fecond effort to reduce 
‘the parts, in which I fucceeded., The patient cried 
out, am CURED, and he actually was fo. 


OBSER. 
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OBSERVATION IL. 


Communicated by Mr. Vivez, Mafter-Surgeon 
of Ville-Francke, 


ON the 24th of April, 1758, I was fent for to a 
man who had an inguinal rupture, with ftrangu- 
Jation, which I perceived to be only an enterocelle. 
After having tried to reduce the part without fuc- 
cefs, by the application of the common remedies, 
fuch as emollient cataplafms and fomentations, I 
had at laft recourfe to the vegeto-mineral water. 
The effect of it was fuch, that in fix hours time the 
hernia receded of itfelf, and the patient was per- 
fectly cured. | 


OBSERVATION III. 
By the fame. 


I WAS fent for the 15th of July, 1759, to a 
man who had a hernia, with ftrangulation, joined 
to a cirfocelle. Emollient cataplafms ‘and fomenta- 
tions, domeftic baths, and other like remedies ge- 
nerally prefcribed, had no effect. But by a conti- 
nued application of the vegeto-mineral water for 
eight or ten hours, the parts retreated, and the 
patient found great relief from the cirfocelle for a 
long time after. _ 


OBSERVATION IV. 


Communicated by Mr. Simon, Surgeon te St. 
| Elias s Hofpital at Montpellier. 


ON the 16th of Auguft 1755, one Saint Aig- 
nan, ferjeant in the Royal Regiment of Rouffillon, 
came to St, Elias’s Hofpital, having a hernia, with 

ftran- 
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ftrangulation on the right fide, a confiderable ten- 
fion of the lower belly, with a vomiting of chylous 
matter, which had continued for three days. He 
was frequently blooded, and cataplafms made with 
the pulp of emollient plants were applied with fo 
little fuccefs, that the patient loft his ftrength, and 
his fituation became more and more alarming. A 
confultation being called upon the occafion, the 
operation was refolved upon. I defired they would 
give me leave, before they proceeded farther, to 
try an application of ice on the parts affected ; 
which was confented to. “The ice remained ten 
hours on the hernial tumour, at the expiration of 
which, the parts were found to have receded of 
themfelves: I fupported them by a bandage, and 
the patient was perfectly cured. 


This obfervation confirms what I advanced 
of the ftrangulation in the beginning of this 
chapter. For it is certain, that the applica- 
tion of the ice could never have effected a 
diffipation of the tumour, without confider- 
ably diminifhing the volume of the parts, 
and thereby leflening the proportion betwixt 
them and the opening of the ring, through. 
which they had found a paflage. However, 
notwithftanding the fuccefs attending the ap- 
plication of the ice on this occafion, and the 
obfervations of other authors, I cannot help 
thinking fuch.a remedy fometimes dangerous, 
and therefore fhould prefer the vegeto-mi- 
neral water; or, in want of that, a mixture 
of vinegar and water. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION on the Reduétion of a Bu- 
bonocelle, with Strangulation, after four Days 
and a half. 4 


ON the 2oth of October 1759, I was fent for te 
a blackfmith in my neighbourhood, who had had a 
kernia, with ftrangulation, for four days and a half, 
occafioned by a violent exertion at his trade. He 
faid nothing of it to his family. The inteftine 
was forced out, -notwithftanding a bandage which 
he wore. He thought he could reduce it himfelf, 
as he had frequently done; but a naufea and colic 
obliged him to fend for me. I reprimanded him 
for not doing it fooner. J undertook the reduc- 
tion, by the method above defcribed ; and I was 
the more pleafed, after a great deal of fatigue, to 
find, that not only the hernia was reduced, but like- 
wife that my opinion of reducing hernia’s by degrees, 
was confirmed by this difficult operation, © | 


OBSERVATION communicated. 
Mr. VIVAREZ, mafter-furgeon of St. Hippoli- 


tus’s Hofpital, made ufe of the vezeto-mineral water 
for the reduction of an hernia, with ftrangulation, 
which had baffled for many days together the ap- — 
plication of emollients, It was a crural hernia, 
and the woman who had it was fourfcore and feven 
years of age. This furgeon aflerts, that he never 
faw fuch immediate effects from any remedy, as he 
- did from ours, which made the hernia recede al- 
moft immediately. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
On the Piles. 


LE is well en that the piles are fwellings 
of the veins which furround the anus, 
This difeafe is produced by a vifcidity of the 
blood and lymph, an obftruction in fome of 
the inteftines of the lower belly, or an irri- 
tation therein occafioned by the excrements 
being very hard, and of an acrimonious 
difpofition: 

This hardnefs is fo confiderable in fome 
fubjeéts, that the fœces may be confidered 
in the efforts that are made to go to ftool, 
as a folid wedge, which is ftrongly pufhed ; 
downwards, by the combined action of the 
midriff, and mufcles which furround the ab- 
domen, and which acts with violence upon 
the fides of the re€tum, and forces into the 
hemorrhoidal veflels a fuper-abundance of 
blood, which infenfibly extends them very 
confiderably. The piles either appear exter- 
nally, or are confined within; which dif- 
ference has occafioned their being called ex- 
ternal or internal. I have ten. the laft of 
an enormous fize, and put the patient to as 
great pain as a woman fuffers in labour, and 
that as often as he went to ftool, : 
4.8 During 
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DURING my ftay at Genoa, I was fent for to 
‘Patré Cuneo, a teligious perfon, and divine to the 
archbifhop of that city. He had the internal piles, 
which he was obliged to pufh out every time he 
went to ftool; and it is dificult to exprefs what 
he fuffered, both when they came out and receded. 
He could never be prevailed upon to fubmit to 
the operation; however, upon my reprefenting to 
him. the neceflity of it, he fubmitted to it, and it 
was performed after the ordinary preparations in the 
following manner. ke 

The piles being forced outwards, I feized the 
‘packet, which was very large, with my hand, and 
cut off above half of them. ‘The reafon why I did 
not cut them all off, was to obviate the following 
inconveniences: It appears from experience, that 
when the whole packet is‘cut off by a circular 
ftroke, the fcar being contracted, and: difficuit to 
fubdue, {tops up the paflage through which the ex- 
crements pafs, as 1 have often had opportunities to 
obferve. Befides, one need not be uneafy upon ac- 
count of the remaining part of the piles, becaufe 
by the flux of blood they die away, and this fa- 
vours the dreiiing, as it does the placing a roll 
made of many pieces of lint faftened together 
_ above the parts that were cut. The operation finifh- 
ed, the patient was drefied according to art: two 
hours after, he had fo great an inclination to go to 
ftool, that the dreffings were obliged to be taken 
off, and fo violent an hemorrhage fucceeded, that 
great danger might have enfued, had they not fent 
for me immediately to ftop it. It was methodically 
drefled, and the patient was in a fair way of recovery - 
at my departure from Genoa in October 1748. 


I fhall not here relate any more Obferva- 
tions upon the piles, becaufe there is no 
practitioner who has not feen many cafes of 

this - 


this kind, and is not convinced that the piles 
ate fufceptible of prodigious magnitude, 
when precautions are not taken to hinder it. 
To anfwer this purpofe, the ufe of fweeteners, 
and a proper regimen, is neceflary ; as are 
likewife plyfters, to prevent the irritations 
occafioned by the hardnefs of the foeces, as 
often as it is neceflary to go to ftool. | 
When the glyfter is come away, I wath 
the piles with the vegeto-mineral water, and 
then apply to them the cerate, made with. 
wax, oil, and the above water. If the piles 
are external, I wafh them many times a day 
with the water, and then apply the cerate, 
This method of treating the piles has fuc- 
ceeded fo well with me, that if I had collected: 
all the cafes wherein it had anfwered my 
expectation, the detail would be afluredly 
very long. 
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Extraës of Letters and Certificates. 
WE cannot take: too-many precautions to’ 
afcertain the effets of new-difcoyered’ 
remedies adopted” by ‘practitioners; : and 
though the efficacy of that which I now 
prefent to the Public, is ‘afcertained by many’ 
thoufand experiments, ‘yet | thought proper’ 
to fubjoin the concurring teftimony of i many 
of the profeffion, who have made ufe ‘of it; 
upon which account I have placed the‘ex- 
tracts of different letters: I have received 
upon the sie ede in a Beg? ie by ics 
felves.: 1e <4 # 


Extraët of a Letter wrote to me by Mr. Gur- 
RIN, Member of the Royal Acaden.y of Sur- 
gery, concerning the Extract of Saturn. 


I AM extremely impatient to fee your own Ob- 

ervations on the effects of your remedy : I am 
convinced, as well as yourfelf, that it is an admi- 
rable one; 1 myielf have made ufe of it hitherto 
with fucceis. 


Exira& of another Letter from the fame. 


AS to the extract of Saturn, I can affure you, I 
have made ufe of it with great fuccefs, and that I 
continue to do fo in all kinds of cafes, I have 

relieved 
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relieved at two different times two patients in the 
gout, with this remedy ; and there is feldom a 
cafe I have not ufed it in, either as a lotion, cerate, 
or mixed up with different digeftives : wien uted 
in the form lait mentioned, I have obferved, that 
the moft fenfible wounds have become leis fo. 


Copy of a Leiter from Mr. Vatre, Majter- 
Surgeon at Paris, and Surgeon-Major to tbe. 
Regiment of Normandy. 


1AM not in the leaft furprifed, Sir, in following 
ftep by ftep the method which you, have defcribed, 
in your, printed letter to Mr. De La Martiniere, 
concerning the treatment of diforders of the urethra, 
at the effects I myfeif faw. L 
: Mr. Daran has made a myftery of it. But you, 
who have an equal love for the art of furgery and 
the practitioner, have removed every . difficulty, 
which before appeared infurmountable, in the treat-, 
ment of this diforder., I am, &c. | 


Extraët of a Letter from Mr: De La F BR- 
MIERE, Surgeon-Major of the Regiment of 
Navarre. ‘ue MORE GAT Rs 


“MY CONFERES and felf often talk of you :. 
they are all partiians and admirers\of ——-. ney 
make great ule of your remedies with great fucceis, 
as I do myfelf, and have allayed the effects at- 
tending fome operations I lately performed at 
Stiafbourgh; and performed cures upon my pa- 
tients with pomatums and liniments with which: 
your,extract was mixed... I think you by no means 
ftand, in need of any evidence to’ prove the good’; 
effects of your remedies: you are yourfelf the belt, 
certificate, IT am, &c. :: bs + Se 
\ IRESE Another 
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+ Another Letter from the fame. 


ASK me no longer for any farther prcofs of the 
exceliency of your remedy ;. it is beyond all doubt : 
you may have as many certificates as you pleafe, 
concerning its miraculous effects. It is the true 
chirurgical panacea. There is no regiment with- 
out it, and in which it is not ufed with great fuc- 
cefs, for the difperfing of fwellings and inflam- 
mations, even fuch as threaten a gangrene. I have 
always found it of very great fervice in the moft 
defperate cafes, ufed in baths, lotions, and pump- 
ings. All my brethren, to whom I have mentioned. 
the remedy, have related inftances of its amazing 
efñcacy ; and chiefly our friend Mr. Cremoux, to 
whofe merit you are no ftranger. He has often re- 
lated to me the cures performed either by himfelf 
or father; but they are too numerous to recapitu- 
late here : however, they are certainly not only ajuft 
elogium, ‘but à convincing proof of the efficacy of 
your remedy. The chirurgical art owes you its 
beft wifhes, and its moft grateful acknowledge- 
ments, You have been able to new modify an old 
remedy, and to render it ufeful in every complaint ; 
a thing never known before. Iam, &c. 


EXPERIMENTS. factefsfully made with . 
the Extraëf of Saturn, according! to Mr. 
ImgerT’s Method and Account, Chancellor 
of the Univerfity, &c. ; y fs 


1. THE vegeto-mineral water in incipient op- 
thalmies. | E eus EN) | 
2. Baths, inje@tions,  comprefles wetted with. 
the above water, have cured: very confiderable phy- 
miofes, and even fuch as threatened a gangrene, which 
has fereened feveral patients from the operation. , 


gt 
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3 It has fucceeded very well in every fpecies of 
chancre ; and fome recent wounds, “which. required 
to be reunited, have been cured by its ufe, with 
out coming to “fupbhration. 

4. It has been ufed with great fuccefs 1 in the cure 
of tetters. 

_§. In gonorrhæas, where’ it was thought ; proper 
to ftop the running. 

6, Some have been cured by it of rheumatifms ; 
and they are actually trying it upon anchilotes and 
old ulcers, 

I, Surgeon, trufted with the care of the Mili- 
tary Hofpital at ‘Toulon, for the venereal and 
wounded, during the abfence of Mr. Boucault, 
certify that I have feen the good effects of the above 
‘experiments to confirm which, I have hereto fet 
my hand, 
| Signed, ToURwins. 
Toulon, May 28, 1757. : : 


3 


Certificate of Mr. GUILLERME, Surgeon- Major 
of the Royal Marines. 


I THE underwritten, Surgeon-maj orto the Raya 
Regiment of Marines, do certify, ‘That fince Mr. 
Goulard has made the ufeful difcovery of the vir- 
‘tues of the extract of Saturn for the cure of the 
‘itch, I have followed exactly the treatment in his 
holpital of near two hundred patients in that 
diforder: they were all radically cured, and in a 
much lefs time by the ufe of this remedy, than 
by any other method, efpecially fince the addition of 
allum and falt. Although it is above fix. months 
fince they have left the hofpital, not one of them 
: has ever had the leaft return of the diforder ; and 
all of them, without exception, have been free from 
‘thofe. accidents which too-frequently follow the 
common methods of cure, as impoithumes, ve:y 

I 3 “alarming 
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alarming internal complaints, &c. The fame re- 
mark has been .made.by many able phyficians of 
~-his majefty’s hofpitals,, ‘Such an experiment, added 
to the fingular effect of this remedy, in encreafing, 
rons its: firft application, the itchy: eruptions, very 
clearly proves, that it acts by no means as a repel- 
Jer Many other foldiers have experienced its good 
effets in inflammations, tumours, and tetters, 
which had been ‘proof againit other applications, 
aswell. as in venereal: complaints, when local, 
Given at Montpellier, this 12th of May 1757.» 
FAN | Signed, GUILLERME. 


Extra of a Letter: from Mr. BounuioL, of 
the Univerfity of Montpellier, Phyfician to the 
King, &c. ate 


SIR, ‘The frequent experiments, during. the 
eourfe of many years, which [ have made with 
your extract of Saturn, and the happy effects,{ 
have found from it, as well for internal as exter- 
nal complaints, have induced mé to communicate 
an Obfervation to you, which is no lefs extraor- 
dinary on account of the nature of the com- 
plaint which is the ;fubject of it, than of the 
furprifing cure performed in great meafure by your 
remedy ; which makes me look upon it as a true 
panacea, and univerfal antiphlogiftie medicine. 

I fhall' not here particularize every cafe in 
which it has anfwered my intentions, both in point 
ot effic.cy and celeritys; but hall take another 
opportunity, when: I am at more leifure from buf- 
nes, to place things in a clear light. At 

I fhall always think myfelf bound to thank you 
for the difcovery of a remedy which performs 
wonders, when, made uie of with judgment. I 
am, &C, HS SUIER D 

| | Extra 
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ERRET of a Letter from ns ALYNGR T, 
 L Surgeon-Major of Fort Brefcou. 


I HAVE Jong, Sir, obferved the admitable effects 
of the extract of Saturn. The cures I have per- 
formed by its means are too numerous to be parti- 
eularized here, I fhall therefore only obferve in 
general, that I have feldom met with a cafe in 
which it has not fucceeded, either as a lotion, po- 
-matum, or mixed with digeftives. I have known 
it perform wonders. in inflammations, wounds, ul- 
cers, &c. But what has made me an enthufaft in 
ats favour, if may fo fpeak, is, that I have cured 
occult cancers in their beginning, w the applica- 
tion of it. 

Signed, ALYNGRT. 


Extra of. a Luis from Mr. Laumonr, 
| Surgeon of the Royal Marines. 


THE proofs which I have of the good effeéts of 
the extract of Saturn, authorife me to afure the 
Public, that it may be looked upon as a fpecific 
in all chirurgical difeafes, which do not take their . 
rife from any fault in the fluids. I have ufed it 
with fuccefs in the cure of tetters and the itch, 
contufions and fprains, of all kinds of ulcers, 
phymofis’ and paraphymofis, deafnefs, opthalmies, 
and rheumatic pains. For all thefe complaints, I 
have ufed it in lotions, fomentations, pumpings, 
injections, and cataplaims : In teftimony of which 
T have figned this certificate. 


LaAuMmonr. 


T4 Extras 
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Extraë} of a Letter from Mr. Bruaui ERE, 
Surgeon-Major of tbe Regiment of Tour 
Du-Pin. 

5,1. Re Faso) Me ta à 
1 HAVE. been-honoured with your letter; in! 


anfwer to mine.. You obferve very juftly, that TI’ 
had forgot to mention-to you the furprifing' effects’ 


~ I had feen from your medicine, in the treatment 


of Gun-fhot wounds.. I fhall now remark, that 
it feldom happens, during fome part of the treat- 
ment of thefe wounds, but an inflammation comes 
on, either in the beginning, or afterwards. No 
application has fucceeded with me with greater 
eelerity or efficacy than your extract, applied by 
means of compreiles, dipped into it warm, upon 
the part; which were carefully fo far moiftened 
from time to time, as to prevent their drying. 
‘Thus I have not only abated the inflammation, : 
but likewife the pain, I have ufed it with great 
fuccefs for cicatrizing the above wounds: I have. 
likewife frequently prefcribed it in every fpecies’ 
of inflammation and opthalmia, taking care pre- 
vioufly to modify it according to the diforder and © 
part affected, This, Sir, is all I have to fay on © 
thefe diforders. If time permitted, I would give 
you a detail of each particular cafe; but bufinefs 
renders that impofhble at prefent. Be affured o 
my beft wifhes, and that I am, Sir, &c. ét 


: 


Signed, BRUGUIERE, 


EXTRACT | 


EXTRACTS of LETTERS, &c. 197 


Extrad of a Letter from Mr. Fruix,. Sur- 
© geon-Major of a Man of War, the 30th af 


Ju, 17547 | | 


Mr. Felix is a Creole, native of the Ha- 
vannah ; was apprentice to me, and then 
ferved in the Military Hofpital here as under- 
furgeon. The following is the extract of a 
letter he wrote to me on his return from the 
Indies. 


I CAN affure you with equal fatisfaction and 
gratitude, that in my firft voyage to Vera-Cruz, I 
was compleatly happy. I performed many furpri- 
fing operations, and cured many chirurgical difor- 
ders, the account of which would be tedious. All 
that I fhall fay, Sir, is, that I have often made ufe 
of your remedy, and even for the dreflings after 
operations: performed, ‘The ‘patients were foon 
relieved from pain, and fo foon cured, that the 
could not fay enough in commendation of ‘your 
admirable water. I have employed it with equal 
fuccefs at the Havannah, and acquired byit are 
putation above all my brethren, who were witnefles 
of its eficacy. | | 


Extra&'of a Letter from Mr. Paces, Sur- 
geon-Major to the Royal Hofpital at Alais, 
on the general Effeés of the Extrait of Sa- 

ads bol sige sr 


YOU defir: to be informed, Sir, whether I have 
made any ,obfervations on the ufe of the extract of 
Saturn. There fend you thofe thar [ have hither 
made, As I have ufed this remedy for fome time, 

| 2 Aigeites is AE 
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I) find it very proper for the drefing old bees ; 
for which pui pofe [. put five-and- -twenty of thirty 
drops ofthe extract ‘inua: tumbler tof water, and 
wath them, with this liguor only, as many times a 
day as neceflary. I have frequently ufed it in in- 
flathmations of ‘the penis, and efpecially for" any 
little ulcer at the bottom of the throat, as a gar 
garim. I prefcribed the exträét Jatt fpring with 
fuccefs to two foidiers of the Regiment of Langue- 
doc, whom I cut for the fftulain ano; I employed 
the liquor for the: injeétions, “and! wetted the firft 
comprefles with it: this method I continued fill 
the cure was performed, I have likewife obferved 
‘that this liquor abates much the MEET of 
the eyes, asit does their watering... 4; : 

‘Mt. Meson nbs oF the town du ae wrote 
inc feveral letters, in which he fpeaks of the 
good effects of the extraét of. Saturn, forthe 
treatment of many chirurgical diforders. °°’ 
= Mr. Cremoux, furgeon-major of the Dau- 
phin Regiment of Infantry, has alfo informed 
ine, that he frequently ules my remedy... ; 

Mr. Robert, mafter-furgeon at Menerbes, 
defootned: me by a-letter dated: the 29th of 
Nov. 1757, that he was very well pleafed 
with the extract of Saturn, which he had fuc- 
‘celsfully ufed in many complamts. © 

Mr. Menuret, M. D. makes’ great ufe. of 
this remedy, as do the following perfons : 

Mr. Soulier, furgeon-major O the Reogi- 
ment of Bigorre. 

Mr. Solaires, phyfician. 

Mr. Barthe, furgeon-major to tnt Roya 
Regiment Comtols, iia 


a Mr. Le 
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Mr, -Pechagut, an old officer of Infantry; 
has cured many difeafes with this remedy, 

* Mr:'Cofte, M.D. at Agde. ©” 

Mr. Didier, furgeon-major to: the Roy al 
Corfican Regiment of Cavalry. 

Mr. Bruguiere, mafter-furgeon, and fur- 
geon-mator “of the fort of Saumieres. 

Mr. Simon, mafter-furgeon at) Monteli- 
mart. ad 14 
Mr Durand, a . furgeon-major ‘of the 
navy. 

Mr. Alingry, mafter-fureeon of Cette, 
furgeon- -major of the fort of Brefcou. 

Mr. Laumont, furgeon to the Royal Re- 
giment-of Marines. | 

Mr. St. Paul, furgeon- -major of the Royal 
Hofpital at Oftend. 

Mr: Delan; furgeon-major of the Regi- 
ment of Brefle, from Or ak the 19th 
of July,- 1755. 1 

Mr. Selignac, furgeon at St. George. 
oy Mr. Contrelty, mafter- {urgeon of Cette. 

Mr. Roux, an old furgeon-major lof: thé 
Regiment of Vañftan.! + 
> Mr. Segui, furgeon-major of the Brabant 
Regiment | of. jest in. si sae the 10th 
of November 1757 

Mr. Efpinas the. younger, fargeon to the 
| Hofpitals. at Mahon... 

r. Rolan, furgeon- maior of the. Regi- 
ment of, Mailly.. | 
“Mr. Vidal Laroque, fargeon, has informed 
56, that à HAE “make ufe at Mal- 
FE 1.6, oa » tha 


F4 
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tha of the extrait of Saturn. for external 
complaints, with great fuccefs.> 40 3 

All the ‘above-named pragtitioners’ have 
written to me at different times, and affured 
me how much they were fatisfied with the 
effects of my medicine, and fent me the dif- 
ferent obfervations which are interfperied : in 
different parts of this:work. 
~ > T am well convinced, that it is kewite 
ufed ‘in many hofpitals, and with great fuc- 
cefs. 

At Montpellier, both in St. Elias’s and the 
General Hofpital. 

At Touloufe, in St. James’s Hofpital. 
- At Aix in Provence, in different ho 
tals. s 

In the hofpitals at Toulon. 

- the hofpital at Narbonne, and others, 


Befides, many phyficians and furgeons 
make ufe of the extract of Saturn. 

At Montpellier, many profeflors of phy- 
fic, and almoft all my confreres.  : 

‘Thefe authorities, I think, appear fuf: 
ficient to confirm the ufe. Pr. it; feeing it 
has feldom failed curing the diforders treated 
of in this work. bios 


Certificate of Mr. Giraup, - Mafter-Surgeon 
nee”) Res to ily the ig of one 
Riouffe * 


THIS is to bit: that I was fent for taft autumn 
to bleed 6 one Riouffe, wife of a baker inthis town, and 
| that 


%8ee an account of it in the Obfervation on a Cancer 


j 
| 
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thatthis woman, whowas greatly afflicted, fhewed me 
a confiderable tumour in-one of her breafts, On 
examining it with. attention, L-faw that it was an 
occult cancer, which proceeded. from a fchirrhous 
tumour fettled there for fome time, ‘This woman 
informed me, that fhe was going to try a remedy 
which my confrere, Mr. Goulard, had prefcribed 
to her: Having occafion to fee her two months 
after, I perceived: the fwelling difperfed, and no 
remains of the fhooting pains fhe had complained 
of before; and I learned that this alteration for 
the better, was owing to the ufe of a cataplafin 
made with the extract of Saturn, water and bread, 
But this cure, however extraordinary, furprifes 
me lefs than it would many others, ‘having been 
often witnefs of the good effects of the extract of 
Saturn in different chirurgical diforders. Mont- 
pellier, the 31ft of January, 1760. 
os | GirAUD, 


Extra of a Letter from Mr. LAFERMIFRE, 
the 11th of July, 1759. | 


MY brethren make great ufe of the extract of 
Saturn in the treatment of gun-fhot-wounds, and 
find it highly advantageous. ‘They all look 
upon it as one of the firft remedies for chirurgical 
complaints. Mr. Blein, an acquaintance of yours, 
told me that he had recourfe to it in the cafe of Mr, 
Medrane, captain in the Regiment of Aquitaine 
Infantry, who had fharp pains along the fpinal 
procefs of the neck, which nt from an 
anchilofis of the vertebræ, and that he was much 


relieved by it, © | | 
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A Letier from Mr. Pecuacut,. an old 
| aan. st | 

SIR, nt Lo 

I PERFORM miracles with the extract of F Satu 


My dooris continually crowded with poor invalids, 
and I have the fatisfaction of feeing them come to 
thank me, perfectly recovered, But I have been 
much furprifed lately by the cure I performed on 
a child, who had a cancer on his cheek ; to which 
I applied the ‘pure extraét, and afterwards fome 
butter, which had been. SEAT in the veégéto-mi- 
neral water. In twelve days time the wound was 
healed, to the Birr furprife of us dabblers in phyfic. 


ME, Paul, a ftudent of phyfic,. having 
fome years ago) prefented to the Royal So- 
ciety a papér on the remedies proper to dif- 
folve the coagulum which appears like buff at 
the top of pleuretic blood, remarks, that he 
had. ufed with great fuccefs Our ‘extract of 
Saturn for diflolving this fubftance, reputed 
to be indiffoluble by ‘many celebrated authors. 

I begged of: hinx to fend, me an, account ‘of 
the experiment, which There fubjom,: asia 
confirmation of the diffolving and antifeptic 
quality which characterizes “the extract of 
Saturn. 


NEXT. to fal ara ONCE I know of nothing 
which will diflolve this coagulum fooner than ce 
extract of Mr. Goulard. Half. an ounce of this 
extract diflolved a dram of co gulum in. the {pace 
of four-and-twenty hours, and confequently more 
expeditioufly than nitre and lime water. But ae 

this 


ie 


"THE Public has great’ obligations to! Mr. Got: 
dard, for the difcovery of a remedy which, in its 
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this medicine can be adminiftered internally only 


‘in drops, J put ten or twelve drops of it into an 


ounce and a half of water, with a dram of coa- 
gulum. After eight days it difcovered no tendency 
to folution, and {till floated in the liquor, in the 
form of a membrane ; but being curious to fee 


‘whether it was no fofter, I found that it was much 


fo. Its natural vifcofity was fo far diminifhed, that 


~T could eafily reduce it to a pafte by gently prefing 


it between my fingers, and in a few days it was en- 
titely diflolved. £ muft here obferve, that Mr. 


‘Goulard’s extra is not only a:remarkable diffol- 
vent, but likewifea powerful anti‘e;tic. Ten or 
-twelvé drops of it mixed with an ounce and a half 
-of water refifted the putrefaction of the coagulurn 
‘more powerfully than half an ounce of pure vi- 


neear could have done; and as to the pure extract, 


-it has already preferved the coagulum free from 
_putrefaétion thefe two months; Truth has obliged 


me to fay thus much in favour of this remedy. 


But may it be ufed internally without danger? 


‘The numerous experiments made by Mr. Goulard, 
induce every one to think fo; and many celebrated 


‘authors are alfo of the fame opinion. ~ 


Mr. Sarrau, profefior of anatomy and fur- 


‘gety, member of the Royal Society, well 


known for his fkillin his profeffion, having 


long made ufe of the extract of Saturn, in 


its different fhapes, has fent me the following 


teftimony of its effects... i dodigaiae 


4 


different fhapes, produces the moft falutary effects 
in many cafes. I myfelf have particular reafons te 
_affure him in this public manner of my acknowi 
Less Jedoements, 
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Jedgments, having by means of the extract of Saturn, 
Econquered diforders which had before baffled all 
medicine. | à Led “à EE: 
I with I could give a detail of the different | 
cures I have feen performed by it; but not having 
taken the precaution to collect them in ate 
fhall only fay in general, that it does wonders in . 
opthalmies, however inveterate they may be ; that 
it not only calms, but prevents inflammations ; that 
it promotes refolution, by exciting a copious tranfu- . 
dation of the obftructed matter, and by no means 
acts as a repeller, which fome have advanced; and _ 
having tried it with fuccefs in diverfe cafes, I have 
‘particularly found it a fpecific in all venereal infec- 
tions which attack the genital parts, fuch as chan- 
cres, phymotes, fwellings, and heat of urine. In 
teftimony mheIree ie 77 
Montpellier, the 15t 
of May, 1760. SAREAY) 


An OBSERVATION communicated by Mr. 


SALANSONE, M. B. | 
ABOUT the middle of June, 1760, .a friend 


of mine was afflicted with two tetters, one of 
which occupied the inferior part of the right omo- 
plata, and the other the Jeft hypochondrium :. they. 
“were both an aflemblage of fimall pimples, very - 
much inflamed, covering about the breadth of a 
crown-piece, and placed in fuch a manner, that 
each tetter, efpecially the one of the hypochondrium, 
defcribed pretty near a circle, “Lhe itching they 
brought on was infupportable, and in confequence. - 
of the leaft fcratching, the heat of them was con- . 
fiderably augmented: they likewife gave rife to 
occafional fhivering-fits. From thefe fymptoms I 
concluded that they were malignant tetters, par- — 
taking a good deal of the nature of an re 
; | an 
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and that their virus was contagious ; for twelve 
. hours after, by the contaét only of linnen, which 

had been ufed for one in the diforder, the difeafe 
had been communicated. To prevent the matter 
from entering the mafs of blood, I prevailed upon 
the patient to lay afide the medicines generally pre- 
{cribed upon the occafion, and to fubititute in their 
room Mr. Goulard’s extract, which 1 knew was 
very proper for all diforders of the fkin, The repu- 
tation which that gentleman enjoys, and which 
- daily experience proves to be the refult only of his. 
merit, engaged the patient to try the extract. of 
Saturn. At the end of the third day from the erup- 
tion, and on the beginning of the fifth, the rednefs 
and itching entirely difappeared, the tetters began 
to dry away, and fall off, and the patient was per- 
feétly cured, | 

- This: Obfervation, joined to others communis 
cated, to me, on the excellence of this remedy, 
leaves. no room to doubt of its being. a fpecific 
in certain cutaneous eruptions ; I mean, fuch as 
wt produced by the virus of tetters, the itch, 

Ri 

- A queftion has been propofed, Whether, in. 
cafe of an univerfal itching, attended with an 
eruption, the patient might not be put into a 
bath, compofed of fome of Mr. Goulard’s ex- 
traét, to the colour and confiftence of lac virgi- 


The following obfervation was commu- 
nicated to me by Mr. Coulas, M. D. of the 
univerfity of Montpellier, member of the 
Academy of Sciences, a young phyfician of 
great merit. This Obfervation prefents us 


two 


a 
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two very interefting fubjects. Firft, it proves 
by a ftriking example that the vegeto-mi- 
neral water 1s not lefs efficacious, in. pains 
produced by fpafm, than in fuch as are the 
effects of inflammation ; and then by reflec- 
tions, full of erudition, he confirms the doc- — 
trine which I have inculcated in the courfe 

of this treatife, concerning the bad effects of 
emollients in all inflammatory tumours. — 


'- “A GIRL of a he&ic and bilious temperament 
was fuddenly feized with a fharp pain in one of her 
feet. The complaint, in the beginning, was fup- 
portable, but foon encreafed to fucha degree as 
forced her to cry out. She fuffered excruciating 
pains for fome hours, before I was fent for. My 
firft care was to examine the part affected, which 
to the eye appeared in its natural found ftate : a 
tenfion or ftiffnefs, however, might be felt ; I afked 
her to what fhe could attribute the caufe of her 
complaint; but could get no information from her, 
The uneafy fituation of the patient did not admit 
of any farther enquiry or deliberation ; and I haf- 
tened to relieve her by the moft afluaging appli: 
cations, To this purpofe I ordered the-part af: 
feted to be rubbed with the ointment of marfh- 
mallows, to which I added foon after the oils of 
fweet almonds and camomile. Notwithftanding 
the ufe of this liniment, the pain continued equally 
fevere, and rather feemed to encreafe. I then fub- 
ftituted. fome foftening balfam in the room of the 
ointment of marfhmallow, but ftill with the fame 
fuccefs. ‘The patient perceiving no relief from any 
of the applications, began to be greatly alarmed, 
and defired very earneftly I would give her fome- 
thing more ehcacious. This I made no doubt 
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‘of doing, by the addition of fome anodyne drops to 
the liniment ; but inftead of mitigating the pain, 
- this only ferved to encreafe it, and the part began 
to grow very hot. ‘he foot feemed to iwell, and 
a flight rednefs, which covered the whole, gave me 
reafon to apprehend an inflammation. But thefe 
frefh fymptoms difappeared, by relinquifhing the 
above applications. Finding the pains were not 
to be removed by the above applications, I thought 
the beft method [ could take would be to adminitter 
opiates internally. Bleeding might have been ad- 
vantageoufly ufed upon the occafion, had not par- 
‘ticular reaions forbid it: I ordered her in confe- 
‘quence, a narcotic julep ; but {till no alteration 
could be perceived for the better: fuch was the 
peculiar nature of the pain, that the remedies 
proper on fuch occafions, fo far from contributing 
to mitigate it, ferved only to encreafe its violence. 
What I had applied, however, were the only topi- 
Cal remedies which appeared, as things were cir- 
‘cumftaneéd, advifeable. ‘The pain could be mitt- 
“gated by anodynes only. ‘The ftiffnefs obfervable 
-on the part, which was the effect of a fpafm, as I 
fhall prove further on, feemed to authorife the ap- 
plication of emollients ; and the intenfenefs of 
‘the pain could not admit of any medicine which 
‘did not poflefs the anodyne quality in the higheft 
-degree. “The inefficacy of this lait remedy, I mean 
the narcotic, threw me, I own, into the greateft 
confternation ; and whilft I was deliberating on 
the next {tep which would be proper to take upon 
the occafion, I luckily thought of trying Mr. Gou- 
dard’s vezeto-mineral water. ‘This 1 was the more 
“tempted to do, having found by various experi- 
ements on others, as well as myfelf, that there is 
-no pain, however fevere, which does not yield to 
“its application. To this purpofe I ordered comprefles 
to: be dipped-in the vegeto-mineral water warmed, 
barony which 
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which: was'no fooner applied, but the pain became 
fupportable. ‘This happy fuccefs convinced me 
that. [ had now hit on the fpecific ; and the event 
foon confirmed my ‘opinion ; for on the fecond and 
third application the pain was removed, as by a 
charm, ‘To prevent its return, | ordered the ufe 
of the vegeto-mineral water to be continued for 
fome hours. This precaution I thought neceflary, 
having obferved that the pain returned, whenever 
the linnen began to grow dry. By the continued 
ufe of this remedy, the return of the bad fymp- 
toms was prevented, and the part ‘was fo: far 
firengthened, that the patient was able the day 
following to walk, and follow her ordinary occu- 
_pations. ah RTE 
. The cafe above related, is a ftriking. inftance 
of the anodyne virtue of Mr. Goulard’s remedy ; 
and, in effect, is it not greatly anodyne, fince it 
fucceeded in a cafe where narcotics, which are 
Jooked upon as fpecifics when properly applied, fo 
far from mitigating the pain, only ferved to en- 
creafe it? May we not be allowed then to call it 
more fpecific than fpecifics themfelves ? Though 
this propofitien may in general be looked upon 
“erroneous, it certainly can by no means be fo in 
the cafe we have juft mentioned ; Mr. Goulard is 
convinced, by a multiplicity of experiments, that 
there is no topical medicine more effectual for al- 
Jaying inflammatory fevers, than his vegeto-mine- 
ral water. ‘The fa& I have juft related, ferves 
to prove it no lefs efficacious in eafing fuch as do 
not arife from inflammation ; moreover, it proves. 
it to poflefs a real antifpafmodic quality. | 
What I have juft advanced, is eafily demon- 
ftrated ; which I hope to do by fhewing, that this 
pain entirely proceeded from a fpafmodic affeétion. 
1. It came.on all at once,without any apparent exif- — 
“tence of an internal or external caufe. “This is well 
known 
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knownto be the cafe of fpafmodic pains ; and the 
patient felt a tenfion and contraction of the part. 
2. he perfon is fubjeét to hy.teric complaints, and 
fometimes feels fuch pains in different parts of the 
body, but principally in the breaft and hypocondria, 
which leaves no room to doubt of the diforder hay- 
ing been originally occafioned by an hyfteric af- 
fection, of which a violent fpafm was the confe- 
quence ; and as this affection would yield to no 
application but Mr. Goulard’s, we mutt neceflarily 
allow that medicine a true antifpafmodic quality. 
The bad effects of the anodynes, which had 
preceded the application of the vegeto-mineral 
water, and the fpafmodic nature of the complaint, 
which had yielded to that medicine, ferve to con- 
firm a propofition of. Mr. Goulard’s, which will 
no doubt appear an extraordinary one to thofe who 
are governed by prejudice, and pay a greater de- 
ference to old errors than any modern matters of. 
fact, But to come to the point. Mr. Goulard, 
in the excellent treatife he is going to publifh, is 
not afraid to advance, that the ufe of emollients — 
for removing inflammatory tumours, is attended 
‘with the worft confequences. Every ene knows 
the-danger of applying fuch medicines in ‘an eryfi- 
pelas, though looked upon advantageous in phleg- 
monous inflammations, Mr. Goulard, notwith- 
ftanding, is well convinced by repeated Obferva- 
tions, that they are no lefs dangerous in the latter. | 
Here theory coincides with practice. In effect, the 
caufe of tumours being nothing more than the force 
of the fluids being fuperior to the refiltance of 
the folids, it is. evident, that any thing which 
ferves to weaken the latter, while the force of the 
former remains in the fame degree, muft necef- 
farily either occafion a tumour, or add to its vo- 
Jume, if already exifting. Now fuch appear to be 
the effects of emollients ; it is therefore with reafon 
Iwona that _ 
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that Mr. Goulard condemns their ufe in the treat: 
rent of tumours, whether phlegmonous, eryfipe- 
latous, or inflammatory. Let us next fee from 
the caie [ have related, whether we cannot bring a 
freih proof of the danger of applying emollients for 
the cure of inflammatory tumours. If thefe appli- 
cations can ever be: proper in fuch cafes, it mutt 
be, where there is a ipaimodic aitection in the in- 
fiamed part, But even in iuch a cafe they may be 
p-rnicious, as appears by the frefh fymptoms, 
{ubiequenc to the application of them in the prefent 
Obiervation. _We may then from this draw a very 
fafe and conclufive argument, That fince emollients 
proved very pernicious in a cafe where they are 
principally indicated, their ufe ought to be abfo- 
lutely banifhed in the treatment OF inflammatory, 
tumours, as Mr. Goulard remarks. 


An EXTRACT from the “fournal of Mr. 
VANDERMOND, of the Month of May,1760. 


OBSERVATION on an itchy Eruption, 

- cured by a Preparation of Lead, by Mr. 
~Menvret, M. D. at Montpellier, and a 
Correfpondent of the Royal Society. 


A SOLDIER of the militia of Aix, in garrifon 
at Montelimart, came in the beginning of Auguit 
to the hofpital of this town, at that tinse under my. 
care. His whole body was almoft entirely covered 
with large itchy puitules, but they were chiefly on 
his elbows and arms. Thefe puftules being conti-. 
guous and ulcerated, were very difagreeable to the 
eye, and very troublefome to the patient. It was 
fx months fince the eruption firft appeared ; the 
ointment of fulphur had been often ufed without 
fuccess. . Upon this account I was refolved to x 0 

the’ 
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the vegeto-mineral water, which Mr. Goulard, a 
furgeon in great repute at Montpellier, had often 
uied with fuccefs on the like occafion. In confe- 
quence of this, after the common remedies, I or- 
d:red the patient to take an apozem,made of crefles, 
fumitory, and the vulneraries from Switzerland, for 
fome days; after which I made ufe of my remedy. 
The patient wetted the different parts of his body 
with linnen dipped in the vegeto-mineral water; the 
ulcers were dretled with the ointment of rofes, moif- 
tened with fome of the above water. The itchy 
eruptions from the firft application, far from difap- 
pearing, encreafed.. I faw with fome degree of 
furprife this encreafe of puftules, which continued. 
to come out for fome days; but by the continued. 
ufe of this medicine, the diforder dried away, and 
entirely difappeared. Ido not pretend here to ex- 
plain the fingular effect of this remedy; I fhall 
content myfelf with remarking, that it-is unjuftly 
deemed’ a repeller, and confequently laid afide in 
particular cafes. But if I may be allowed to judge 
of its manner of action on diforders, for which I 
have applied it, it has always appeared to me to act _ 
as a refolver and difperfer. * | : 


OBSERVATION on the particular Effet 
of the Extraët of Saturn, ufed in a large 
Quantity, by Mr. CAVAILLON, Batchelor in 

RO TIGRE + | 


SOME time ago a hard and indolent tumour feized 
one of my arm-pits, which I neglected at firft; but 
in a few days it encreafed fo much, as to incom- 
mode me, and, make me fear the confequences... I 
thought it high time to apply a remedy, ‘The difper- 
fing and refolving quality which was well known 
+0 characterife the extract of Saturn, and which 

j 5 sie was 
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was frequently made ufe of by an eminent furgeon, ~ 
induced me to look upon this liquor as the beft 
adapted to my cafe. I began by uling it in a cata- 
plaim, in the ordinary dofe; but being impatient 
to difperfe a tumour whofe confequences I dread- 
ed, I thought proper to add confiderably to the 
ufual quantity. From the fecond day, I put upon 
my cataplam at leaft three times the ordinary 
quantity, and continued the application in this 
manner for three days fucceffively. A few hours 
after I had ‘applied the firft, made in the above 
manner, 1 perceived the tumour inflame, and be- 
come foft at the point. This it continued to do 
till the fourth day, when I perceived the matter to 
have forced its way, and the part of my fhirt 
which covered the arm-pit, tinged with a difcharge 
mixed with blood: this difcharge had rather an 
acid fmell, which probably had been communicated 
to it by the extract. The matter did not all come 
away that day; fome hardnefs ftill remained, which 
has fince been entirely removed by the application 
only of rags, dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, 
made after my method, I mean very ftrong. | 
This Obfervation, fays Mr. Cavaillon, deferves 
without doubt the attention of practitioners, as it 
teaches them a method of difperling tumours, 
which are often attended with danger, and not 
eafily difperfed by ordinary applications, though 
undertaken in their commencement: it behoves 
them to confider when, and in what quantity, it 
ought to be made ufe of. : 


EXTRACT of a Memorial prefented to the 
Royal Society by Mr, Couras, M. D. Au- . 
guft the rath, 1760. ji 24 

IN the circumftantial account I publifhed of the 


_fymptoms and progrefs of a complaint in my eyes, 


which 
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Which I cured by the application of the vegeto- 
- mineral water. I took notice, that emollient ca- 
taplafms, far from relieving, the intenfe pains I 
fuffered, only ferved to encreafe them. This is 
an important point, and the more deferving of our 
particular attention, as it tends to eftablifh a fact, 
the difcovery of which has done the more honour 
to its author, as well becaufe it removes the pre- 
judices into which fome of our oldeft practitioners 
have been betrayed, as becaufe it furnifhes the art 
of furgery with one of its moft ufeful fecrets. The 
Academy, already acquainted with the fuccefsful en- 
quiries of one of its moft zealous members, will 
naturally defire to know, what farther information 
I have to offer on the fubject. Mr. Goulard, the 
gentleman in queftion, does not hefitate to aflert, 
that the ufe of emollient* applications, in the treat- 
ment of infammatory tumours, muft be attended 
with the moft pernicious confequences. A long 
and authentic lift of Obfervations, made in the cour(e 
of a judicious and fuccefsful practice, are the proofs 
on which he grounds his aflertion. Ihe more 
important the difcovery, the more firm and evident 
muft be the foundations on which it refts, Though 
Mr. Goulard has fupported his opinion on the bett 
grounds and reafons, yet as nothing can more 
clearly demonftrate it than the evidence of facts 
and inftances, I cannot think it improper to add 
fome of my own Obfervations to thofe of this able 
furgeon. #4 4 | ét 

If Mr. Goulard had not condemned the ufe 
of emollient cataplafms, the experience I had of 
their bad effects, when troubled with a violent in- 
flammation of my eyes, would effectually difcou- 
rage their ufe. If thefe applications could ever be 
‘made with fuccefs, I had the greateft reafon to pro- 
mife myfelf the moft defirable effets. In the hy- 
‘pothefis of thofe authors who recommend them, 


it 
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“itvmuft be allowed, that I had recourfe to them 
on ‘the ‘fureft indications, ‘The inflammation ‘of 
my eyes had gained an uncommon degree of vio- 
jence; I fuffered the moft excruciating pains, The 
-eye was fo dried, that a.tear never fell from it; and 
“lfeltca fenfible contraction in the inflamed part. 
in thefe circumflances, who could have imagined 
‘that: emollient applications would add to the vio- 
-lence of the diforder ? Such, however, was the effect 
they produced. | st i 
Let it not be faid that the pernicious effects 
of thefe applications, were owing to fome latent 
caufe in my particular habit of body. 1 am not 
afraid to advance, that they have not been more 
beneficial to other patients. I have had frequent 
opportunities to obferve, that the ufe of them has 
not been attended with the defired fuecefs. I have 
been acquainted with feveral patients, who have 
fuffered by the application of a cataplafm of apples 
baked in the afhes, or boiled in milk. I have 
known others, who have-found their pains encrea- 
fed by the ufe of veal.» In a word, I had occafion 
to chierve in the cure of one of my brothers, that 
the volume of the veflels of the conjunctiva, ' was 
enlarged by the application of milk and the pulp 
of quince feeds, of linfeed and flea-wort. Again, 
I have taken notice that thefe applications never 
produced worfe effeéts, than when they were made 
- on the moft approved indications, “Thus in the 
moft inflamed ttate of my eye, emollients proved 
more hurtful, than in the lefs threatening ftages of 
the diforder. I have made the fame Obfervation in 
other cafes. Not only the evidence of plain facts 
cemonitrates the bad effects of emollients, but the 
principles of a found theory abfolutely forbid their 
ufe. Let us fee, what light thefe principles afford 
towards illufrating the obje@ of our prefent en- 
auiry. In the inflammation of the eyes, the lym- 
| phatic 
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phatic:veflels of the conjunétiva are ftuffed with 
blood. This fluid is impelled into their cavities 
by: a force capable of furmounting the refiftance it 
meets with from thefe vefiels. Inflammation is de- 
fined by- Mr. Savage to be, that force by which the 
blood is pufhed and impelled into the veflels of the 
part affected. | 

Having thus fettled the principles, we come now 
to the confequences to be expected from the appli- 
cation of emollient cataplafms. The parts to which 
they are applied, are relaxed; confequently, the 
diaméter of thelymphatic veflels is enlarged. What 
mult be the effect? A greater number of the glo- 
bular particles of blood, impelled continually to- 
wards their opening, will enter ; the volume of the 
part affected mult then be enlarged. This will 
naturally account for the encreafed violence of one 
of the fymptoms of the inflammation; and we 
fhall prefently fee that the reft encreafe in the fame 
proportion. [he redundant particles of blood, 
which have forced a paflage into the inflamed part, 
having the fame accelerated motion with thofe 
which had been introduced before the application 
of the emollient cataplafin, the veflels of the con- 
_ jundtiva are now to fuftain an encreafed power of 
action, fince to the preflure of the fluid they before 
contained, muft now be added that of the globular 
particles of blood, which have found an entrance 
in confequence of their diftenfion. Now, as in- 
flammation is produced by the encreafed velocity 
of the blood, and as the fymptoms attending it 
muft bear a proportion to this velocity, the preiiure 
-of the blood on the part affected cannot be encrea- 
fed, without adding to the violence of the diforder : 
therefore the application of emollient cataplafms, 
which was intended to fubdue the inflammation, 
muft neceflarily encreafe its violence, And this is 
a truth clearly deduced from Mr, Goulard’s ob- 
| | K 2 fervations, 
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fervations, and from thofe which we have juft 
made. Ae ? bates 

But the increafed violence of the inflammation 
is not entirely owing to its enlarged moles and 


“encreafed power of action, but arifes likewife from 


another caufe, which I will now explain. - The 
adventitious globular particles of blood augment 
the refiftance of the part to the circulation of the 
blood, which is continually impelled into the veffels 
of the conjunctiva, . This encreafed refiftance muft 
add to the violence of the complaint. To. prove 
this, we need only obferve, that the fhock of the 
fecond againft the preceding column of blood, 
muft now ‘be more violent, and the efforts of the 
fides of the veffels more confiderable. :: This obfer- 


vation is juftified by experience. - Thus the im- 


prefiion made by a body in motion upon another 
‘body, is proportioned to the refiftance. A fly on 
the wing eludes the action of the moft powerful 


agents, but is eafily crufhed by the body to which 


it oppofes any refiftance,.. Therefore, the fhock of 


- the blood muft be more violent when impelled into 


the inflamed part, where it meets with greater re- 
{iftance. # oe | 
Again, experience teaches that the preflure of 
fluids on the fides of the tubes, is proportioned to 
the force with which they are impelled,’ and to the 
refiftance they meet with in their motion: there- 
fore, as the blood impelled into the veflels of the con- 
junétiva, aéts with greater force on that which it 
finds there, fo it prefles with greater violence on 
the fides of the tubes that receive it. But» as the 
inflammation ‘is proportioned to the impetuofity 
with which the blood aéts on the part affected, all 
the fymptoms of the diforder muft be encreafed; and 
as the action muft neceflarily be in proportion to 
the refiftance of the inflamed part, it follows, that 
the blood which is impelled into it, by the appli- 
cation 
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cation of emollient cataplafms, cannot fail to en- 
creafe.the inflammation of the eye, which we un- 
dertook to prove. ‘That thefe applications, really 
produce the effe juft mentioned, and that they 
aét inthe manner we ‘have explained, may be ga- 
thered not only from what we have faid above, but 
from the encreafed fymptoms of erifipelatous tu- 
mours, when treated with relaxing cataplafms. 


Among the many honourable teftimonies 
which have been given to my medicine, | 
cannot refufea place to one which I acci- 
dentally met with, in an effay juft publifhed 
by Mr. Paul, a correfpondent of the Royal 
Academy. Heed 


OF all the medicines I “have ufed for diffolving 
the coagulum, no one has fucceeded better than 
fal ammoniac; but I am not clear that this falt can 
be of any ufe in cafes accompanied with inflamma- 
tion, though Mr. Malouin, in his Treatife of 
Chymiftry, gives it the preference to all other 
medicines in pleuretic fevers. Next to fal ammo- 
niac, I have never met with a more powerful dif- 
perfer than a combination of lead and vinegar, 
known by the name of the extract of Saturn. We 
owe this difcovery to Mr. Goulard, a furgeon of 
this city, who enjoys a diftinguifhed reputation in 
his profeffion; and who propofes to favour the 
public with an account of the furprifing effects of 
this excellent medicine. ‘The great and extenfive 
_ fuccefs he has met with from this application in the 
treatment of various ailments, caufes it to be looked 
upon as one of the moft valuable acquifitions made 
by’ modern furgery. The medicine itfelf is not 
new ; but the ufe of it is an object fo interefting 
' and important, and yet fo little known even in our 
ate days, 
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days, that the Academy of Surgery propofed it as a 
fubject for the prizes for feven years together, 
from 1742 to 1740. 

My connections with Mr. Goulard, the friend- 
fhip with which- he is pleafed to honour me, and 
which I value 2s I ought, muft not fix the impu- 
tation of flattery upon this tribute of praife, fo - 
juitly due to his fuperior merit. My feeble voice 
only repeats what the Public has long learned from 
the impartial breath of Fame,and mutt therefore be 
acquitted of the leaft fufpicion of adulation. Let 
the hireling and the fycophant continue to beftow 
their panegyrics on empty titles, and to found the 
_ names of thofe the higheft, who are enabled by their 
wealth, and inclined by their vanity, to pay them 
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EXTRACT of SATURN. 


AKE as many pounds of litharge of gold, 

as * quarts of wine vinegar (if made of 
F rench wine the better); put “them together 
into a proper kettle, and let them boil, or 
rather immer, for an hour, or an hour and 
a quarter, taking care to ftir them during the 
ebullition with a wooden fpatula : take the 
kettle off the fire, let the whole fettle, and 
then pour off the liquor which fwims sue 
the top, into bottles for ufe. 
….Ffhall call this liquor the Extract of Saturn, 
which is to undergo a farther modification, as 
I fhall direct. But I mutt frft here remark, 
that if it is intended to give this liquor the: 
common confiftence of an extract, it muit be 
_ boiled fome time longer, after its feparation: 


from the mats, taking care firft to filter it * 


through proper paper. By following this 
method, it will become thicker, and of +. 


reddifh colour, and will bein re refpeét ee 


*°32 OZ. 
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like-any other extract. . I doubt much, whe- 
ther an extract of this kind can be drawn 
from the liquor of Saturn, which is nothing 
- but cerufe, thrown into 4 matrafs, into whith 
is poured diftilled vinegar, and digefted in 
hot fand. This water of Saturn is different 
from the extract, of which I am fpeaking, 
and its effects muft necefarily be lefs powerful 
and extenfive. It is true, indeed, it is ufed 
againft fome kinds of inflammations, without 
its property being afcertairied, as its effects 
are dreaded, being ranked, like other prepa- 
rations of lead, among repellers: but I flat- 
ter myfelf, that the Public will lay afide old 
prejudices, when they have : perufed ‘this 
work; which ferves to prove, ‘that there ‘is 
no greater difperfer than the extraét of Saturn, 
which appears to be only a very fimple pre- 
paration of Lead; and which, modified 
after my method, daily aftonifhes the ma 
ters of the art with its effects. It is with this 
extract I compofe various topical remedies ; 
and as I give it the preference to all others, 
for the treatment of almoft all chirurgical 
diforders, I fhall give a more circumftantial 
account of the various Formula, than is ge- 
neral on the like occafions, I thall remark ftill 
farther, that many of the various modifica~ 
tions I make the extract of Saturn undergo, 
often agree and concur in the treatment of 
the fame complaint, After defcribing each of 
the Formulæ, I fhall fpecify the diforders 
to which it is applicable. 
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FORMULA th FIRST. 


Compofition of the Water of Saturn, or Vegeta- 
gyi? Mineral Water. 


YO compofition is more fimple than that 
of the vegeto-mineral water ; nor is 
there any remedy which acts with equal ce- 
lerity or efficacy. It is made by putting two 
tea-{poonfuls, or one hundred drops, of the 
extract of Saturn to a quart of water and 
four -tea-fpoonfuls of brandy: the quantity 
of the-extract and brandy may be diminifhed 
or encreafed according to the nature of the 
diforder, or the greater or lefs degree of fen- 
fibility of the part grieved. 
--1,. The -vegeto-mineral water is a known: 
fpecific againft all external inflammations, 
and particularly againft thofe of the eye; 
but when it is made ufe of for the latter com- 
plaint, great care muft be taken not to put 
too much of the extract of Saturn; fors an 
organ endowed with fo great a degree of des 
Jicacy and fenfibility requires particular atten- 
tion. What follows, is well worth every 
one’s attention; for it is very certain, that the 
extract of Saturn would. not fail to irritate, 1f 
made ufe of in too great a quantity ; whereas, 
on the contrary, certain and immediate benefit 
will accrue, by beginning with ic gradually. 
PP EN | K% TT RE 
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For example, put at firft ten or twelve drops 
of it to a common: glafs of water, and ‘en- 
creafe them gradually, as the inflammation à is 
feen to difperfe. 

2. Againit fluxions of the membrane of 
the tympanum, andoccafional deafnefs ; taking 
care, in thefe cafes, to add to the drops of the 
extract, double the number of drops of cam- 
phorated brandy ; though common brandy 
may be ufed, as for opthalmies. 

3. For the cleanfing of wounds, and 
moiftening the bandages and pledgets, be- 
fore they are covered with the cerate of 
Saturn. 

4. By way of fomentation, after any hi 
é dures operation, and for removing pains 
in the fide. 

5. For wafhing of old, callous, foul ulcers, 
&E See the article Uzcrrs. 

For wafhing ulcerated and occult cancers. 
_ See the article CANCER. 

Againft contufions and bruifes. 

Againtt extravafation of blood, or echy- 
mofes. 

_ Againft a trombus, proceeding from 
phlebotomy. 

Againft inflammations of the tendons, 
aponeurotes, and ligaments. 

Againft phlegmons and abfceffes, whether 

in their commencement or after, 

Againft fprains. | 

Againft excoriations, 

Againft burns. psi htac in 
: Againft 
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Againft the king’s evil. 

Againft inflammations caufed by gun- nb 
wounds. 

Againft fiftulous finuffes. 

Againft fiftulas, whether of the eye. or 
anus, or others. 

Againft inflammations and. curdlings 5 
the milk in the breafts, abfceffes and ulcers 
of thofe :parts. | 

_Againit the erifipelas. 

_ Againft the piles. 

_ Againft chilblains. 

_ Againft an anchilofis. 

_ Againft a contraction of the tendons, 

A gainft tumours and inflammations attend- 
ing luxations and fractures. 

_ Againit whitloes. 

 Againft tetters. 

Againft the itch. 

Againft ruptures with ftrangulation. 

Againit a gangrene, or “wounds that 
threaten one.. | 


In FOMENTATIONS. 


» Againft accidental pains, and. rheumatic. 
anes. 

Againft inflammations of the mouth pz apd 
ced by a quinfey, or any other caufe. 

This water. is to be made ufe of in fum- 
mer without warming, or at moft the. chill 
ima off, and in winter a little warmer, . 

Hs 
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It may be ufed by way ans 


Wath. 

Injection. 

Pumping. 

Bath. 

For moiftening compreffes. 
« Gargarifms. 


It is likewife ufed in the compofition of ( 
a cerate, much hitherto wanted in furgery. 
{ can fay with great truth, that I have feen 
the moft able furgeons dubious in their 
choice of proper remedies for the treatment 
of different kinds of ulcers and wounds, which 
daily occur in practice: no one can be ig-. 
norant, how important fuch a choice muft® 
be, both in regard to the treatment and cure 
of them. 


ee tence? fee es OI 
FORMULA the SECOND. : 


Compofition of the Cerate if ay: 


MAKE four ounces of refined wax, and 

a pound of oil ; melt them over a flow 
fire, taking care to ftir them gently; let the 
whole cool: then put four ounces of the’ 
extract of Saturn to fix pounds of water : 
put the vegeto-mineral water, thus made, — 
little by little, to the wax and oil, TS 
wie mu 
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muft bé put into a proper difh for the pur- 
pofe; incorporate them well together with a’ 
wooden fpatula, and take care to let the 
quantity of water you put in, be thoroughly 
abforbed, before you put in any more. By 
thus taking time, and carefully beating the 
whole together, you will thoroughly mix the 
water, wax, and oil *. | 

This cerate may be made ftronger or 
weaker, and occafionally mixed up with 
balfams and ointments, according to circum- 
ftances. 

This Cerate of Saturn perfectly anfwers 
the views we ought to have, and the indi- 
cations we ought to fulfil, in the dreffing of’ 
wounds and ulcers. To prove this, I muft 
refer thereader to the Obfervations; by which 
he will perceive, that the metallic particles, 
of which this remedy is compofed, act effica- 
cioufly on the affected vefiels, and add to their © 
elafticity without irritating them ; that they 
cleanfe and difperfe tumours, change the 
nature of fuppurations, even of fuch as are 
fetid and corrofive, and eafe pain, the general . 
attendant of wounds and ulcers, efpecially 
when feated on tendinous, aponeurotic, and 
ligamentous parts. "fus 

See the celebrated Mr. Guerin’s letter, and 
thofe of many other able practitioners. 


- 


* It fometimes fo happens, that the above quantity © 
of oil and wax will abforb eight or nine pounds of the. 
vegeto-mineral water. Wie 

Me : Before 
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Before I enter into a detail of the various, 
cafes, in which this cerate is to .be applied,..L; 
think. it. proper to. remark, not only its fu- 
periority over other remedies, but the great. 
advantage the, different hofpitals will, reap 
from its cheapnefs; as one pound of this 
Cerate will not ftand.them in above fix-pence; 
whereas there is no other medicine generally, 
made ufe of in place of this, that.does not 
coft at leaft five or fix times as much. Be- 
fides its property of healing ulcers and. 
wounds, it may be ufed with great fuccefs 
after chirurg; cal operations, againft. excori- 
ations, rednefs and irritations of the fkin, 
ebullitions, chapped lips, ‘itchings, burns, 
and many other external complaints ; as may | 
be feen i in the Obfervations. 
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_MONG the various chirurgical reme- 
dies, none is more familiar to us, or. 

more frequently made ufe of, than the ca- 
taplafm ; and it is no eafy matter in general, 
to decide, which of the many ought to have 
the preference, Emollient and relaxing. ones, 
applied by” themfelves, as is generally the 
cale, are often contrary to the mdication we 
ought 
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ought to fulfil, and feldom anfwer. our in- 
tentions: Such as are of the refolutive kind, 
fometimes fucceed; but great judgment is 
required in applying them, otherwife they 
may be very prejudicial This daily ges TS 
clearly demonftrates, when made ufe of for 
{chirrhous tumours inclined to be cancer- 
ous. | 

Our cataplafm is liable to none of thefe 
exceptions, as it performs wonders in many 
cafes, and particularly in confirmed fchirrhous 
tumours, and occult cancers ; as the reader 
may fee in the Obfervations. 

Take fome vegeto-mineral water, put it 
into a pipkin with crumbs of bread, let it - 
juft boil; lay a fufficient quantity of it on 
‘ linnen, and apply it to the st affected : this 

muft be renewed three or four times in four- 
and-twenty hours ; and every time it is taken 
off, careymutt be taken to wafh the part with 
the vegeto-mineral water, and particularly 
the edges of the cataplafm; becaufe the 
bread being dried, often caufes fmall cuta- 
neous rednefies, which are of no bad confe- 
quence. When the weather is very hot, I fre- 
quently order it to be renewed every three 
or four hours; efpecially when it is meant 
to difperfe hard, indolent, fchirrhous tumours, 
We ufe it very advantageoufly for the cure 
of phlegmonous ones, even when fuppurated ; 
again{t fuch as are caufed by the coagulation 
of the milk in the breafts, or by any other 
caufe; againft gouty tumours of the articu- 

inst lations ; 
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lations ; and againft the inflammation of any 
part of the body; to prove which, I ras the 
reader to the Qbiervations. + ey 


RMI IOI | 
FORMULA the FOURTH. 


Pomatum of Saturn, sr À Tetters “and 7 
cutaneous Diforders. ve 


AKE eight ounces of refined wax, mols 
_ it by degrees over the fire in a proper 
veffel, add to it eighteen ounces of oil of. 
rofes, mix the whole well together; put to 
this four or five ounces of the extraét of Sa | 
turn, taking care to mix them well together . 
with a fpatula; add a dram of camphor, 
which you muft keep ftirred, till it is diffol- 
ved; take-your vefiel off the fire, and conti- 
nue to work it together, till it is brought to 
a confiftency. 

This pomatum. may be made milder, by 
diminifhing the quantity of each ingredient, 
according to the cutaneous diforder you in 
tend to,ufe it for; you may. likewife add, 
if, you think proper, as much Fringe : 
as extraét-to: the pomatum. 

This remedy is fovereign againft tetters, 
and many other cutaneous eruptions; finous. 
ulcers, fiftulas, callous, fcrophulous,. {corbu- 
tic, and. venereal ulcers. For the treatment, 
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of moft of thefe complaints, you muft wafh 
the parts affected with the vegeto-mineral 
water, and wet the firft dreffings with it, be- 
fore you apply the pomatum. 

Particular care muft be taken, when. this 
pomatum is made ufe of for old tetters, 
which are falutary drains of bad humours 
from the mafs of blood, to order at the fame 
tneproper internal remedies. The ftrength 
of the pomatum: may. be encreafed or dimi- 
nifhed according to circumftancesi we mutt 
likewife here remark, that it may be very 
advantageoufly applied to nai EE 
with a de : ofloï 
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Tr fix ouricesof lisharech of gold; 
| reduced to a very fine powder ; put it 
into a mortar; mix five ounces of oil-with 
this litharge; add eight ounces of the vegeto+ 
mineral water, which you muft’ pour in by 
degrees, and mix up, with the reft ; this nu- 
tritum will. be-found:tobe more efficacious 
than the common. one, as;well againft burns, 
as many difeafes of the»fkin, and difagree- 
able itchings ; it is befides a very great drice | 
and on ais 

F OR- 
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> FORMULA the SIXTH. 
A Pomatum againft an Anchilofis. | 


| O. diffolve the infpiffated. finovia in the 
. articulations and. fheaths of the ten- 
dons, to heal wounds near the articulations, 
I make ufe of a pomatum, whofe effect has 
often furprifed the mafters of the-art: the 
following is its compoñition. — _ 5254 
Take two quarts of common water, put 
them .into.an earthen pipkin, add two oun- 
ces of the extract of Saturn, and eighteen 
ounces of common foap cut into flices; throw 
them into the pipkin, and let thenr fimmer 
over a gentle fire: keep the whole conftantly 
ftirred with a‘fpatula, till the foap.is diffolved ; 
then add adram of camphor ; and when that 
is diffolved; take the veffel off the. fire, and 
ufe ithe pomatum in the following manner: 
_ Take fome “vegeto-mineral water, make it 
rather more than luke-warm, put it into a 
proper ‘vefiel, and apply it tothe part, which 
you muft rub with your hand, during’ the 
bath, for a quarter of an hour: befides this, 
it would be very proper to pour the above 
liquor upon the part, pump-fafhion. After 
this, cover the part with a warm linnen; and 
an hour after take it off, and apply the poma- 
LA tum, 
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tum, as you would the mercurial ointment: 
then take fome filver paper, rub it well in 
your hand till quite foft, and cover with: it 
the part affected: apply warm linnen over the 
whole. Renew this operation once in four- 
and-twenty hours, till the cure is compleat, 
which feldom exceeds fifteen or twenty days. 
You muft take care to foften the pomatum 
remaining inthe pot, with the vegeto-mineral 
water, to prevent its growing dry. =.) 

This topic was much wanted in furgery, 
to remove an anchylofis, which was generally 
ranked amongft the incurable diforders. How 
often have I feen furgeons prefcribe emol- 
lients,. oils, and fats, for thefe complaints, 
which, fo far from relieving them, only ferved — 
to .encreafe: the tumefaction! .The obferva- 
tions which have been communicated to — 
me, and thofe I have made myfelf, on the 
effects of my metallic remedy, will help to. 
. prove, how fpecific this is to diffolve the 
infpiffated finovia in the articulations and 
_fheaths of the tendons, which hitherto has 
been deemed impracticable. Ihave» again a 
pride in declaring here, that: it is to the 
Marechal de Richelieu we are indebted for 
the addition of the foap to the original com- — 
pofition. _ This nobleman, who applies him: 
felf to the ftudy of every fcience; cadvifed ‘me 
in the year 1747, during my ftay at Genoa, 
to make an addition of foap to the old: pre- 
{cription ; thinking it would then. be more — 
efficacious to diffolve the infpiffated ve 
Thi 
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“This conjeCturewas fufficiently verified by the 
cure of Madame Morande, who had been af 
flicted for fix years with a contraction of the © 
flexor tendons of the hand; from ‘which 
fhe was delivered in fifteen days by the above 
application. “See a circumftantial account of 
this in the Chapter on Anchilofes. ‘This po- 
matum may be very advantageoufly ufed 
againit {chirrhous tumours, and others, which; 
from a long continuance, become indurated.’ 


2COCROOOOR ROOK 
FORMULA the SEVENTH... 
he Compofitiin of the Saturnine Plaifter. 


-~AKE twelve pounds of wax, melt it im 
a8 a proper kettle ; add three pounds and 
… ahalf of oil of olives: when the oil and wax | 
are: well incorporated, add eight ounces of 
the extract of Saturn, which you muft pour 
in by .degrees, taking care to keep the 
whole ftirred with a fpatula; add to this, two 
drams of camphor, which you muft diffolve 
with the reft.. ‘Take the kettle from the fire, 
and dip linnen into it of the length and-breadth 
you think proper. - 

.«Thefe Saturnine plaifters perform wonders, 
when applied to parts afflicted with rheuma- © 
tic pains, which are by no means to be 
confounded with thofe that are feated nt the 
jui à Ones, 
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bones, and are generally produced by a ve- 
nereal.caufe; thefe are lodged too deep to 
be removed by this application: but parts 
that are weakened and full of pain, are much 
relieved by them: they are likewife of great 
fervice in the hofpitals,, efpecially at thofe 
times of the year which forbid the ufe of 
mineral waters, and in places which are dif- 
tant from fuch waters. They may be very 
advantageoufly ufed in all cafes in which- 
the plasters called Divine are prefcrib- 
ed; but with this precaution, that the part 
afflicted muft be firft wafhed with the vegeto- 
mineral water, and at the fame time gently 
rubbed: I likewife made ufe of them for the 
cure of anchilofes. After having anointed 
the part affected for a certain fpace of time, 
with the pomatum I have appropriated for 
this complaint, I then apply filver paper, 
well rubbed with the hand till it is quite 
foft, which I leave on for two hours, and 
then fupply its place with the Saturnine 
… plaifter. 

I have already remarked, how advan- 
tagcoufly I made ufe of the above pomatum 
and this plaifter for an extraordinary con- 
traction of the tendons of the hand. See 
my obfervations ; as likewife the cafe of 
Madame de La Gomercini, and that of the 
Chevalier Defquilles. 

I fhall not here trouble the reader with 
an account of the different complaints, as 
well rheumatic as others, for which I have 

À made 
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made ufe of thefe plaifters with fuccefs, tak- 
ing care, firft, to wafh or pump the part with 
the vegeto- mineral water. The combined 
virtues of the extract of Saturn and foap 
cannot fail to produce the moft falutary ef- 
feéts, upon account of their difperfing and 
refolving quality, efpecially when affifted by 
camphor, whofe particles poflefs fo great a 
fhare of volubility and action. See the Ob- 
fervations of many cures in which the Sa- 
turnine plaifters have been made ufe of. 


FORMULA the EIGHTH. 


The pure Extra of Saturn without any 
Modification. 


pa may apply the pure extraét of Sa- 
turn now-and-then to the bottom of 
ulcers, when the fuppuration is bad, and a 
gangrene apprehended : it is in general very 
efficacious to deftroy fungous flefh. 

It may be likewile ufed againft warts, puf- 
tules, pimples, and other excrefcences ap- 
pearing upon the hody. 


» 
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| | M MR ROIS : 
+ FORMULA the NINTH. 
4 The Tripbarmacum Plaifter. 


HE compofition of this plaifter is of a 

very old date; an account of it may be 
feen in Bauderon’s Difpenfatory. Many prac- 
titioners have ufed it fince, and particularly 
Mr. Faget, an eminent Paris furgeon ; who 
did me the honour, in the year 1751, to in- 
form me of its furprifing efficacy: he like- 
wife fent me the compofition, which I found 
in the above book. 
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FORMULA the TENTH. 
The fimple Tripharmacum Plaifter. 


D. pounds of litharge of gold, fixteen 
4~ pounds of common oil, vinegar q./f. °° 
: Mix in a proper veffel the litharge with 
the oil and vinegar; let the whole boil to- 
gether, (keeping it well ftirred with a wooden 
fpatula) to the confiftence of a plaifter. If 
you perceive the litharge not fufficiently dif- 
folved, or the plaifter not fufficiently boiled, 


add a frefh fupply of vinegar. sits 
| tg : F FORMULA 
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de JE CNE IKI TE 
FORMULA the ELEVENTH. 


The compound Ti ripharmacum Plaifter. 


Ke AL parts of the fimple diachylon and 
| . tripharmacum plaïfter; put them toge- 
ther into a proper veffel, with a. fufficient 
quantity of vinegar; boil the whole till the 
vinegar is abforbed, and the plaifter ftiff 
enough to be made into rolls. 

To give this plaifter a red colour, add to 
it, while in the veffel, fome colcothar of 
vitriol reduced to a very fine powder. 


oa 
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On the Treatment of the Itch. 
ARIOUS ‘are the methods recom- 
mended by medico-chirurgical writers 
for the treatment of the itch. Sometimes the 
medicines. are of the repelling kind ; fome- 
times aftringent ones are mixed up with re- 
pellers: at other times corrofives are added ; 
and the mercurial. ointment ‘is frequently. 
ufed either by itfelf, or joined to other re- 
ae medies, 
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‘ medies, as the powder of white hellebore> 
&c. But the formula which is generally ufed> 
and the one which fucceeds the beft, is the 
mixture of flower of brimftone with oil or 
lard. . | | 

Sulphur is alfo frequently recommended. 
All thefe remedies, except fulphur and mer- 
cury, which have alfo their objections, are 
very dangerous; particularly fuch as are of 
the repelling and aftringent kind; as they 
feem to contradict, and do contradict, in ef, 
fect, the indication we ought to fulfil; as may 
be feen in my Chapter on the Itch, to which 
I refer the reader. 


The following is a Detail of my Method of 
| treating Patients in the Itch. 


First, they are to be blooded and 
purged; then care muft be taken to wath 
all the parts affected with that diforder, morn- 
ing and night, with the vegeto-mineral water 
‘warm. If the weather is cold, this mutt be 
done before the fire, and the patients © 
put to bed. This method muft be purfued 
for about four or five days. When the 
eruptions are very vifible upon the furface of 
the fkin, an addition of ingredients is to be 
made to the vegeto-mineral water; viz. to a, 
quart of the above water, put half an ounce ” 
of common falt, and a dram. of allum; by — 
* this means the itch will dry away by de- 

| K grees, 
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grees, and will be cured in about eight, ten, 
twelve, or fifteen days: J fpeak here of the’ 
thiliary and puftulous itch. Sometimes indeed 
it falls out, that fome patients, who ‘have 
been afflicted with it for a long time, are ‘not: 
cured quite fo foon, when the itch is in large 
blotches, and covers, as I may fay, partly 
the whole body. When this is the cafe, 
we make ufe of the vegeto-mineral wa- 
ter, without the addition of either the al- 
lum or falt. | ces 
When the itch is of the tetter kind, it is 
to be wafhed for fome days with the vegeto: 
mineral water ; then it is to be anointed with 
a pomatum made after the following man- 
ner: A 
. Take two pounds of hog’s lard, four 
ounces of fulphur, two ounces of allum, 
and two ounces of the extract of Saturn: 
mix them all together thoroughly .in a mor- 
tar, and apply them once or twice a day to 
the parts: when the diforder proves very 
obftinate, touch them with the pure ex- 
tract. et | 
I muft here make a remark, whichis much 
to the advantage of the king, that the fol. 
diers afflicted with this diforder may make 
ufe of this remedy in their garrifons, and 
even in their tents, without fpoiling their 
xlinnen, or obferving any particular regimen. 
© Thave myfelf lately prefcribed it to about 
fourfcore in the Citadel, Many of ‘her as 
| var ot 


OR APUTEMET A1 om 


both the ulcerated and tetterous fpecies of 
ich; notwithftanding which they were well 
in a Short time; as upon an average the cure 
was compleated of them all, under twelve 
days, without {poiling their cloaths: at the 
fame time I cannot help remarking, that the 
cold was exceflive, and the weather tem- ’ 
peftuous ; that they feldom kept within doors, 
and many of them lived upon very improper 
food, fuch as garlick, onions, indulging in 
the ufe of wine, tobacco, &c.. 


SOE OE 6 TS 
FORMULA the THIRTEENTH. 
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Powder of the Extra of Saturn. 


| FT you put the pure extract into plates, and 
expofe it to the fun, it thickens and be. 
comes of a confiftency; you may then re- 
duce it to powder, which is very proper for 
deftroying fungous flefh, and the callofity 

of the fides of certain ulcers. 
_ We mix likewife an equal quantity of this 
powder, cerufe, allum, and turpentine, toge- 
ther, to help to cicatrize wounds, and dry 
up old ulcers. We likewife make a garga- : 
rifm of the pure extract, white wine, and 
allum, to ftop hamorrhages in the lower 

UK | 
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part of the mouth. The following isits com- 
pofition: Put to a quart of white wine, two 
ounces of the extraét of Saturn, an ounce of 
allum reduced to a very fine powder, and 
a good half glafs of vinegar. I have often 
found this an admirable aftringent; and very 
proper to ftop hemorrhages proceeding from 
a remote caufe, where there was no poffibi- 
lity of applying compreffes, ligatures, or any 
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